The Project Gutenberg EBook of Bible Readings for the Home
Circle

This eBook is for the use of anyone anywhere at no cost
and with almost no restrictions whatsoever. You may copy
it, give it away or re-use it under the terms of the Project
Gutenberg License included with this eBook or online at
http://www.gutenberg.org/license

Title: Bible Readings for the Home Circle

Release Date: November 31, 2010 [Ebook 34520]

Language: English

***START OF THE PROJECT GUTENBERG EBOOK
BIBLE READINGS FOR THE HOME CIRCLE***


http://www.gutenberg.org/license

Bible Readings
For The

Home Circle
A Topical Study of the Bible, Systematically

Arranged for Home and Private Study
Containing
Two Hundred Readings, in Which Are Answered Nearly
Four Thousand Questions on Important Religious Subjects,
Contributed by a Large Number of Bible Students

New, Revised, and Enlarged Edition
[lluminated With Nearly Three Hundred Beautiful

[llustrations
1920
Review & Herald Publishing Association
Washington. D.C.



Contents

The Bible; Its Origin, History, and Place inthe World . . . 1
The Value Of Bible Study . . . . . ... ... ... .... 12
Part I. The Bible; How to Study and Understand It . . . . . 16
TheScriptures . . . . . . . ... ... ... .. ..., 17
The Study Of The Scriptures . . . . . . ... .. ... 21
Power InTheWord . . . ... ... .......... 28
The Life-GivingWord . . . . .. ... ... ..... 32
ChristIn All TheBible . . . . ... .......... 36
TitlesOf Christ . . . ... ... ... ... ...... 41
Part Il. Sin; Its Origin, Results, and Remedy . . . . . . .. 43
Creation And The Creator . . . . . ... ........ 44
The OriginOfEvil . . .. ... ... ......... 48
The Fall And RedemptionOfMan . . . . . ... ... 52
Creation And Redemption . . . .. ... ....... 57
The Character And Attributes Of God . . . . . . . .. 62
TheLoveOfGod . .. ... ... ... ... ...... 65
The Deity Of Christ . . . . . . ... ... ... .... 70
Prophecies Relating ToChrist . . . ... .. ... .. 74
Christ TheWay Of Life . . . . ... .. ........ 79
Salvation Only Through Christ . . . . . ... ... .. 84
Part Ill. The Wayto Christ . . . .. ... ......... 87
Faith . . . ... ... . .. 88
Hope. . .. ... ... . . . . . . . .. ... ..., 92
Repentance . . . ... ... ... .. ... .. ... . 96
Confession And Forgiveness . . . . . ... ... ... 100
Conversion, Or The New Birth . . . . ... ... ... 105
Baptism . . . ... ... ... 110
Reconciled ToGod . . . ... ... ... ....... 115

Acceptance WithGod . . . . . ... ... ... .... 118



iv Bible Readings for the Home Circle
Justification By Faith . . . . .. ... ... ...... 123
Righteousness And Life . . . . . ... ... ... ... 130
Consecration . . . . .. ... ... ... 133
BibleElection . . . . . ... ... ... 137
Bible Sanctification . . . . . ... ... ... .. ... 141
Importance Of Sound Doctrine . . . . . ... ... .. 145
Present Truth . . ... ... ... ... ........ 150
The Obedience Of Faith . . . . . . ... ... ... .. 158

Part IV. Life, Parables, and Miracles of Christ . . . . . .. 164
Birth, Childhood, And Early Life Of Christ . . . . . . 165
Christs Ministry . . . . . ... ... ... .. ..... 171
Christ The Great Teacher . . . . . .. ... ...... 175
ParablesOf Christ . . . . . .. ... ... ....... 179
MiraclesOf Christ. . . . . . ... ... ... ..... 185
SufferingsOf Christ . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... 194
The Resurrection Of Christ . . . . . . ... ... ... 202
ASinlessLife . . . ... ... ... 207
OurPattern . . ... .. ... .. ... .. .. ..., 210
Our Helper And Friend . . . . ... ... ....... 213

Part V. The Holy Spirit . . . . ... ... ... ...... 216
The Holy Spirit And HisWork . . . . ... ...... 217
Fruit Of The Spirit . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... 221
Gifts Of The Spirit . . . . ... ... ... ..... 225
The Gift Of Prophecy . . . . . . . ... ... ... .. 228
The Outpouring Of The Spirit. . . . . ... ... ... 235

Part VI. The Sure Word of Prophecy . . . . ... ... .. 241
Prophecy, Why Given . . . . . ... ... ....... 242
Nebuchadnezzar'sDream . . . . . . ... ... .... 246
The Gospel Of The Kingdom . . . . .. ... ... .. 253
Four Great Monarchies . . . . . ... ... ...... 259
The Kingdom And Work Of Antichrist . . . . . . . .. 266
The VicarOf Christ . . . . . ... ... ... ..... 276

A Great Prophetic Period. (The 2300 Days of Daniel
8.) Or The Time Of Restoration And Of Judgment 285



The Atonement In Type And Antitype . . . . . .. .. 297
TheJudgment . . . . ... ... ... ... ...... 306
The Judgment-Hour Message . . . . . ... ... ... 313
The Fall Of Modern Babylon . . . . . ... ... ... 317
The Closing Gospel Message. A Warning Against
False Worship . . . . . ... ... .. ... ... 325
Satan's Warfare Against The Church . . . . . . .. .. 332
A Great Persecuting Power (The Ten-Horned
Beast of Revelation13) . . . .. ... .. 338
Making An Image To The Beast. The Prophecy
Of Revelation13 . . . .. ... ... .. 343
The Seven Churches . . . . ... ... ..... 356
TheSevenSeals. . . .. ... .......... 362
The Seven Trumpets . . . ... ... ...... 370
The Eastern Question . . . . .. ... ...... 381
The Seven LastPlagues . . . . . ... ... ... 390
The Mystery Of God Finished . . . .. ... .. 397
Great Lines of Prophecy . . . .. ... ... .. 400
Part VII. Coming Events and Signs of the Times . . . . . . 402
Our Lord's Great Prophecy . . . ... ......... 403
SignsOf The Times . . . . .. ............. 414
Increase Of Knowledge . . . . . ... ... ...... 424
Conflict Between Capital And Labor . . . . ... ... 430
Christ's SecondComing . . . . . .. .. ... ... .. 435
Manner Of Christ'sComing . . . . ... ... ..... 442
Object Of ChristsComing . . . ... .. ....... 446
The Resurrection Of TheJust . . . . . . ... ... .. 450
The World's Conversion . . . . ... ... ...... 455
The Gathering Of Israel . . . . ... ... ... .... 463
The Millennium . . . . .. ... ... ... ...... 468
Length Of The Day Of TheLord . . . . . .. ... .. 475
Elijah The Prophet . . . ... ... ... ....... 478
Part VIII. The LawofGod . . . . .. ... ... ... .. 484

TheLawofGod . . ... . ... ... .. .. ..... 485



Vi Bible Readings for the Home Circle
TheLaw OfGod . ... ................ 487
Perpetuity Of TheLaw . . . . ... ... ... .... 493
Why The Law Was Given AtSinai . . . . . ... ... 500
Penalty For Transgression. . . . . .. ... ...... 506
The Law Of God In The Patriarchal Age . . . . . . .. 509
The Law Of God In The New Testament . . . . . . . . 513
Love the FulfillingoftheLaw . . . ... .. ... .. 517
The Moral And Ceremonial Laws . . . ... ... .. 518
The TwoCovenants . . . . ... ... ......... 524
What Was Abolished By Christ . . . . .. .. ... .. 535
The Law And The Gospel . . . . ... ... ... ... 541

Part IX. TheSabbath . . ... ............... 547
Institution Of The Sabbath . . . . . ... ... .... 548
God'sMemorial . . ... ... ... ... ... .. 553
Reasons For Sabbath-Keeping . . . . ... ... ... 558
Manner Of Observing The Sabbath . . . . . . ... .. 564
Christ And The Sabbath . . . . .. ... ........ 571
The Sabbath In The New Testament . . . . . ... .. 578
TheLawofGod . . . . ... ... ... ... ..... 582
The Change Of The Sabbath . . . . . ... ... ... 588
The Seal Of God And The Mark Of Apostasy . . . . . 599
ThelLordsDay . .................... 607
Walking AsHeWalked . . . . ... ... ....... 611
The Sabbath InHistory . . . .. ... ......... 616
Sabbath Reform . . . . ... ... ... . ... .... 625

Part X. Christian Liberty . . . . . ... ... ... .... 634
The Author Of Liberty . . . ... ... .. ...... 635
ThePowersThatBe. . . . .. ... .......... 641
Individual Accountability . . . . ... ... ...... 650
Union Of Church And State. . . . . ... ....... 653
Sabbath Legislation . . . . ... ... ......... 659
Who Persecute AndWhy . . .. ... ... ... ... 663

Part XI. LifeOnlyinChrist . . . . . ... .. ....... 672

Origin, History, And Destiny Of Satan . . . . ... .. 673



vii

WhatlsMan? . . . ... ... ... ... . ..., 681
LifeOnlyInChrist . . ... ... ... ... ..... 687
The Intermediate State . . . . . .. ... ....... 690
The Two Resurrections . . . . . ... ... ...... 695
Fate Of The Transgressor . . . . . . ... .. ..... 701
The Ministration Of Good Angels . . . . .. ... .. 707
The Dark Ministries Of Bad Angels . . . . . ... .. 716
Spiritualism . . . ... ... oL 721
Part XII. Christian Growth and Experience . . . . . . . .. 730
GrowthInGrace . ... ................ 731
The Christian Armor . . . . . .. ... ... ..... 734
Walking In The Light . . . . . ... ... ....... 739
SavingFaith . . . .. ... ... ... ... .. 745
Trials And Their Object . . . . . .. ... ... .... 750
Overcoming . . . . . . . ..o i 754
The Ministry Of Sorrow . . . . . ... ... ...... 757
Comfort In Affliction . . . . ... ... ... ..... 760
TrustingInJesus . .. ... ... ... ........ 766
Patience . . . . . . .. ... 769
Contentment . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... 772
Cheerfulness. . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... 775
Christian Courtesy . . . . ... ... ... ... ... 779
Confessing Faults And Forgiving One Another . . . . 781
The Duty Of Encouragement . . . . . ... ... ... 785
Unity Of Believers . . . . . ... ... ... .. ... 788
Meekness And Humility . . . .. ... ........ 792
Sobriety . . ... 797
Wisdom . . . . ... ... 800
Diligence . . . ... ... ... ... 804
Perfection Of Character . . . . ... ... ....... 809
Sowing AndReaping . . . ... ... .. ....... 812
Part XIII. Prayer and Public Worship . . . . . .. ... .. 815
Importance Of Prayer . . . . ... ... ... ..... 816

Meditation And Prayer . . .. ... ... ....... 821



viii Bible Readings for the Home Circle

Watching Unto Prayer. . . . . ... ... ....... 824
Answers ToPrayer . . .. ... ... ......... 827
PublicWorship . . . . ... .............. 832
Reverence For The House OfGod . . . . . . ... .. 836
Christian Communion . . . . . . ... ... ... ... 841
Praise And Thanksgiving . . . . . ... ... ..... 844
TheValueOfSong . . ... ... ........... 847
Part XIV. Christian Service . . . . . ... ... ... ... 850
The GiftOfGiving . . . ... ... ... ....... 851
Preaching The Gospel . . . . . . ... ... ... ... 854
The Shepherd AndHisWork . . . . ... .. ..... 859
Missionary Work . . . . ... ... ... L. 863
The Poor, And Our Duty Toward Them . . . ... .. 867
ChristianHelpWork . . . . .. ... ... ... ... 871
Visiting The Sick . . . . ... ... ... ... .... 875
Healing The Sick . . . . ... ..... ... ..... 877
PrisonWork . . . . . . ... ... . ... ... ... 882
Order And Organization . ... ... ......... 885
Support Of The Ministry . . . . ... .. ....... 890
Free-Will Offerings . . . . .. ... ... ....... 895
Hospitality . . . . .. ... ... ... ......... 898
Who Is The Greatest? . . . . . . . ... ... ..... 900
Part XV. Admonitionsand Warnings . . . . . .. ... .. 905
Pride . . . .. ... .. .. 906
Selfishness . . . ... ... ... ... ... 908
Covetousness . . . . . . . ... 910
Debts . . ... ... . . . . 917
Respect Of Persons . . . ... ... .......... 921
Backsliding . . . ....... .. ... .. . ... . 924
Unbelief . . . ... ... ... ... ... . ...... 928
Judging . . ... ... L 932
Gossiping And Backbiting . . . ... ... . L. 936
Envy, Jealousy, AndHatred . . . . . ... ....... 941

Hypocrisy . . . ... . .. . ... . . . ... 943



Danger In Rejecting Light . . . . ... ... .. ... 946
The Just Recompense . . . . . . ... ... ...... 948
Part XVI. TheHome . . ... ... ... ......... 951
The Marriage Institution . . . . . ... ... ... .. 952
A Happy Home, And How To Make It . . . . ... .. 958
ReligionIn TheHome . . . ... ........... 962
Honor Due ToParents . . .. ... .......... 967
ChildTraining . . . . ... ... ... ......... 972
TheMother . . . . .. ... ... ... 977
Teaching The Children . . . . .. .. ... ...... 980
Promises For The Children . . . . ... ... ..... 985
EvilsOf City Life . . . . . ... ... .. .. ... 988
Purity . . .. .. . 992
Part XVII. Health and Temperance . . . . . ... ... .. 996
GoodHealth . . .. ................... 997
Christian Temperance . . . . . . .. . ... ... ... 1000
Evils Of Intemperance . . . . ... ... ....... 1005
TheWorld'sCurse . . . ... ... ... ... .... 1010
Scripture Admonitions (A Responsive Reading) . . . . 1017
True Temperance Reform . . . . . ... ... ... .. 1021
Part XVIII. The Kingdom Restored . . . . . ... ... .. 1024
The Kingdom OfGlory . . . ... ... ........ 1025
The Saints' Inheritance . . . . . . ... ... ... .. 1027
Promises To The Overcomer . . . . .. ... ... .. 1030
The Subjects Of The Kingdom . . . . . ... ... .. 1033
Eternal Life . . .. ... ... ... .. ........ 1039
The Home Of TheSaved . . . ... ... ....... 1042
The New Jerusalem . . . ... ... .......... 1049
The ConflictEnded . . . .. ... ... ........ 1054
Pleasures Forevermore . . . .. ... ... ...... 1057
The Game Of LifeInProgress . . . . ... ... ... 1060
The Game Of LifeLost . . . . ... ... ... .... 1062
The Game Of LifeWon . . . . ... ... ... .... 1064

Index Of Subjects . . . . ... ... ... .. ....... 1067






The Word Of God. "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path.” Ps. 119:105.

The Bible; Its Origin, History, and
Place in the World

The Bible contains proof in itself of its divine origin. No other
book can answer the questionings of the mind or satisfy the
longings of the heart as does the Bible. It is adapted to every
age and condition of life, and is full of that knowledge which
enlightens the mind and sanctifies the soul.

In the Bible we have a revelation of the living God. Received
by faith, it has power to transform the life. During all its history
a divine watch-care has been over it, and preserved it for the
world.

[023]
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How, When, and Why Written

After the flood, as men became numerous, and darkness was
again settling over the world, holy men wrote as they were
moved by the Spirit of God. Thus God spoke to His people, and
through them to the world, that a knowledge of God and of His
will might not perish from the earth.

For centuries this work went on, until Christ, the promised
Seed, came. With Him, and the blessed message of light and
salvation proclaimed by Him and by His apostles, the Scripture
record closed, and the Word of God was complete.

Original Writings and Translations

The Old Testament Scriptures were first written in Hebrew, upon
scrolls, or rolls of parchment, linen, or papyrus. These were later
translated into Greek, the oldest translation being known as the
Septuagint, or “Version of the Seventy,” made at Alexandria, for
the Alexandrian Library, by a company of seventy learned Jews,
under the patronage of Ptolemy Philadelphus, about 285 B.c. The
original order for this translation is said to have been given by
Alexander the Great, who previously, upon visiting Jerusalem in
332 B.c., had learned from the prophecy of Daniel that Grecia was
to overthrow the Persian kingdom. See Josephus's “Antiquities
of the Jews,” book 11, chap. 8, par. 5. This was the version in
common use in the time of Christ.

The New Testament was all originally written in Greek, except
Matthew, which was first written in Hebrew, and later translated
into Greek.
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Gutenberg Printing The Bible

Atan early date, Latin translations, both of the Septuagint and
of the Greek New Testament, were made by different individuals,
and the more carefully prepared Latin Vulgate of Jerome, the
Bible complete, was made A.p. 383-405.

Printing and the Bible

Printing, however, being yet unknown, copies of the Bible could
be produced only by the slow, laborious, and expensive process
of handwriting. This necessarily greatly limited its circulation.
Worse still, its illuminating and saving truths were largely hidden
for centuries by the errors, superstitions, and apostasy of the dark
ages. During this time the common people knew little of its
contents.

But with the invention of the art of printing about the middle of
the fifteenth century, and with the dawn of the great Reformation
in the century following, the Bible entered upon a new era,
preparatory to the final proclamation of the gospel throughout
the world.

[015]
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Luther Translating The Bible

Not a little significant is the fact that the first book printed
from movable type was the Bible in Latin, which came from the
press of John Gutenberg, at Mentz, Germany, in 1456, a copy of
which, in 1911, was sold in New York City for fifty thousand
dollars, the highest price ever paid for a single book.

The Bible in Native Tongues

Thus far, however, the Bible had been published only in ancient
tongues, now little understood by the common people. Without
the Word of God in their hands, the good seed sown among
them was easily destroyed. “O,” said the advocates of its pure
teachings, “if the people only had the Word of God in their
own language, this would not happen! Without this it will be
impossible to establish the laity in the truth.”

And why should they not have it in their own tongue? they
reasoned. Moses wrote in the language of the people of his time;
the prophets spoke in the tongue familiar to the men whom they
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addressed; and the New Testament was written in the language
then current throughout the Roman world.

The translation of the Bible into English by John Wyclif, in
1380, was the chief event in the beginning of the Reformation. It
also prepared the way for the revival of Christianity in England,
and the multiplying there of the Word by the millions, for all the
world, that has followed.

To make such a translation at that time, says Neander,
“required a bold spirit which no danger could appal.” For
making it Wyclif was attacked from various quarters, because, it
was claimed, “he was introducing among the multitude a book
reserved exclusively for the use of the priests.” In the general
denunciation it was declared that “thus was the gospel by him
laid more open to the laity, and to women who could read, than
it had formerly been to the most learned of the clergy; and in
this way the gospel pearl is cast abroad, and trodden underfoot
of swine.” In the preface to his translation, Wyclif exhorted all
the people to read the Scriptures.

A sense of awe and a thrill of joy filled the heart of the great
German Reformer, when, at the age of twenty, while examining
the volumes in the library of the university of Erfurt, he held in
his hands, for the first time in his life, a complete copy of the
Bible. “O God,” he murmured, “could | but have one of these
books, | would ask no other treasure.” A little later he found in a
convent a chained Bible. To this he had constant recourse.

But all these Bibles here, as elsewhere, save in England, were
in an ancient tongue, and could be read only by the educated.
Why, thought Luther, should the living Word be confined to
dead languages? Like Wyclif, therefore, he resolved to give his
countrymen the Bible in their own tongue. This he did, the New
Testament in 1522, and the Bible complete, the crowning work
of his life, in 1534.

Impressed with the idea that the people should read the
Scriptures in their mother tongue, William Tyndale, likewise, in
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1525, gave to the English his translation of the New Testament,
and later, of portions of the Old Testament Scriptures. His ardent
desire that they should know the Bible was well expressed in
the statement that if God spared his life he would cause the boy
that drives the plow to know more of the Scriptures than was
commonly known by the divines of his day.

The first complete printed English Bible was that of Miles
Coverdale, printed at Zurich, Switzerland, in 1535. Matthew's
Bible, Taverner's Bible, and The Great Bible prepared at the
suggestion of Thomas Cromwell, Earl of Essex, appeared soon
after. Thus the light of truth began to shine forth once more; but
not without opposition.

Burning of Bibles

As Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and the princes under King
Zedekiah showed their contempt for God by burning the writings
of Jeremiah, and confining the prophet in a dungeon (Jer. 36:20-
23; 38:1-6), so now men sought to stem the rising tide of reform
by burning the Bible and its translators.

Bible burning was inaugurated in England by the destruction
of copies of the Antwerp edition of Tyndale's New Testament,
at St. Paul's Cross, London, in 1527, followed by the burning
of a second edition in 1530. A little later there were wholesale
burnings of the writings and translations of Wyclif, Tyndale,
Basil, Barnes, Coverdale, and others.
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Burning Of Bibles At St. Paul's Cross, London

Forty-three years after the death of Wyclif, or in A.p. 1428,
by order of the Council of Constance his bones were dug up and
burned. Oct. 6, 1536, by order of Charles V of Germany, Tyndale
was strangled and burned at the stake at Vilvorde, near Brussels.
“If Luther will not retract,” wrote Henry VIII of England, “let
himself and his writings be committed to the flames.”

Such, under the spiritual tyranny that ruled in those times, was
the fate of many who stood for God and His Word.

The Word Not Bound

But the Word of God could not be forever bound. In attempting
to prevent its circulation men soon discovered that they were
undertaking a work beyond their strength.

The Bible had taken deep root in the hearts of the people. What
kings and prelates had sought to suppress and destroy, kings and
prelates now began to foster and supply.

[018]
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In his “Stories From English History,” pages 196, 197, Henry
P. Warren says: “Henry, by Cromwell's advice, ordered a
translation of the Bible to be made in English, and a copy to
be placed in every church. There had been English translations
before, but they had not been in the hands of the people generally,
and had only been read secretly and in fear.... Cromwell then
appointed Cranmer and the bishops to revise the Bible, and
publish it without note or comment; and in the year 1539 a copy
of the English Bible was chained to the reading-desk of every
parish church. From that time the Bible has never ceased to be
printed and sold freely.”
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The Chained Bible

Says Charles C. Coffin, in his “Story of Liberty,” page 44:
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“The people listen to the reading with wonder and delight. They
begin to think; and when men begin to think, they take a step
toward freedom. They see that the Bible gives them rights which
hitherto have been denied them,—the right to read, to acquire
knowledge. Schools are started. Men and women who till now
have not known a letter of the alphabet, learn to read; children
teach their parents. It is the beginning of a new life, a new order
of things in the community—the beginning of liberty.”

The Bible to All the World

Finally great Bible societies were organized in England, America,
and many of the countries of Europe, for the purpose of giving the
Bible to the world,—to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people
inits own language. Since its organization in 1804, the British and
Foreign Bible Society, up to 1912, had published the Scriptures,
or portions of them in 440 languages and dialects, with a total
of 53,274,516 entire Bibles, 84,059,610 New Testaments, and
89,816,644 portions of the Bible, or a grand total of 227,150,770
copies.
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British And Foreign Bible Society House, London

The total issue of the American Bible Society in the first
ninety-six years following its organization, or from 1816 to
1912, amounts to 96,219,105 copies. It now publishes the Bible
in over one hundred languages.

These, while the largest of their kind, are but two of the
twenty-seven Bible societies now disseminating the Scriptures.

Thus is the world being provided with the Word of God,
preparatory to the giving of the closing gospel message to all
mankind, the ending of the reign of sin, and the advent of the
Lord in glory. “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached
in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the
end come.” Matt. 24:14.

[020]



The Value Of Bible Study

The Forbidden Book. "God's Holy Word was prized when 'twas
unsafe to read it."

The Bible is God's great text-book for man. It is His lamp to
our feet and light to our path in this world of sin. The value of
Bible study cannot therefore be overestimated.

Considered from a literary standpoint alone, the Bible stands
preeminent. Its terse, chaste style; its beautiful and impressive
imagery; its interesting stories and well-told narratives; its deep
wisdom and its sound logic; its dignified language and its elevated
themes, all make it worthy of universal reading and careful study.

As an educating power, the Bible has no equal. Nothing so
broadens the vision, strengthens the mind, elevates the thoughts,
and ennables the affections as does the study of the sublime and
stupendous truths of revelation. A knowledge of its principles
is an essential preparation to every calling. To the extent that
it is studied and its teachings are received, it gives strength of
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character, noble ambition, keenness of perception, and sound
judgment. Of all the books ever written, none contains lessons so
instructive, precepts so pure, or promises so great as the Bible.

There is nothing that so convinces the mind of the inspiration
of the Bible as does the reading of the Bible itself, and especially
those portions known as the prophecies. After the resurrection of
Christ, when everything else seemed to have failed to convince
the disciples that He had risen from the dead, He appealed
to the inspired Word, and “expounded unto them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning Himself” (Luke 24:25-27), and
they believed. On another occasion He said, “If they hear not
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though
one rose from the dead.” Luke 16:31.

As a guide, the Bible is without a rival. It gives a calm
peace in believing, and a firm hope of the future. It solves
the great problem of life and destiny, and inspires to a life of
purity, patience, and well-doing. It fills the heart with love for
God and a desire to do good to others, and thus prepares for
usefulness here and for a home in heaven. It teaches the value of
the soul, by revealing the price that has been paid to redeem it.
It makes known the only antidote for sin, and presents the only
perfect code of morals ever given. It tells of the future and the
preparation necessary to meet it. It makes us bold for the right,
and sustains the soul in adversity and affliction. It lights up the
dark valley of death, and points to a life unending. It leads to
God, and to Christ, whom to know is life eternal. In short, it is
the one book to live by and die by.

As the king of Israel was instructed to write him a copy of the
law, and to read therein “all the days of his life,” that he might
“fear the Lord,” keep His word, and thus prolong his days and
the days of his children (Deut. 17:18-20), so ought men now to
study the Bible, and from it learn that fear which is the beginning
of wisdom, and that knowledge which is unto salvation. As an
aid and incentive to this, “Bible Readings for the Home Circle”

[021]
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has been prepared and published.

Bible Readings; Their Value and Use

Briefly stated, a Bible reading consists of questions asked
concerning some subject, and answers to them from the Bible.
In other words, Bible readings mean a topical study of the Bible
by means of questions and answers.

In either receiving or imparting knowledge, there is nothing
like the interrogation-point. Nothing so readily quickens thought
or awakens interest as a question. Children would learn little if
they asked no questions, and he would indeed be a poor teacher
who asked and answered none.

Knowing the value of this means of awakening thought,
arousing interest, and imparting information, God, in His
wisdom, inspired those who wrote the Bible to ask many
guestions, that He might set us to thinking and studying about
the great themes with which it deals. See Job 38:4, 7; 14:14; Ps.
8:4; Mal. 3:1, 2, 8; Ex. 32:26; 1 Chron. 29:5.

But God not only asks questions; He answers them. The
following may be cited as a few short Bible readings, taken, both
questions and answers, directly from the Bible itself:—

“What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that
he may see good?

“Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile.
Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.” Ps.
34:12-14.

“Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions?
who hath babbling? who hath wounds without cause? who hath
redness of eyes?

“They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek mixed
wine.” Prov. 23:29, 30.
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“Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand
in His holy place?

“He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not
lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall
receive the blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the
God of his salvation.” Ps. 24:3-5. See also Psalm 15 and Isa.
33:14-17.

The Bible itself, therefore, sets the example of giving
instruction and of imparting most valuable information by means
of asking questions and answering them.

The readings in this book as originally prepared were
contributed by a large number of Bible workers, whose
experience in giving Bible readings had taught them the most
effective methods of presenting the different subjects treated.
Over one million two hundred and fifty thousand copies of the
book as thus prepared have been sold.

The work has recently been thoroughly revised and rewritten,
much enlarged, entirely reillustrated, with the readings classified
and carefully arranged according to topics, by a large committee
of able critics and Bible students. So extensive has been the
revision, and so much and valuable the new matter added, that
the present work is practically a new book, although retaining
the same name and the same general plan as the former work.
Thus prepared, it is once more sent forth on its mission of light
and blessing.

As a help in enabling the reader quickly to discover the words
which most directly answer the question asked, they are generally
printed in italic, unless the entire scripture quoted is required for
the purpose.

“Bible Readings” will be found an excellent aid to private,
family, and public study of the Word of God.
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Part 1. The Bible; How to Study and
Understand It

[024]

The Sermon On The Mount. "He opened His mouth, and taught

them, saying, Blessed." Matt. 5:2, 3.
[025]
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Baruch Writing The Prophecies Of Jeremiah. "All scripture is
given by inspiration of God." 2 Tim. 3:16.

The Scriptures

1. By what name are the sacred writings of the Bible commonly
known?

“Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the Scriptures,
The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the
head of the corner?” Matt. 21:42.

2. What other title is given this revelation of God to man?

“And He answered and said unto them, My mother and My
brethren are these which hear the word of God, and do it.” Luke
8:21.

3. How were the Scriptures given?

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God.” 2 Tim. 3:16.

4. By whom were the men directed who thus spoke for God?

“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”
2 Peter 1:21.
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5. What specific instance is mentioned by Peter?

“Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been
fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake
before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took
Jesus.” Acts 1:16.

6. How does David express this same truth?

“The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and His word was in my
tongue.” 2 Sam. 23:2.

7. Who, therefore, did the speaking through these men?

“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in
time past unto the fathers by the prophets.” Heb. 1:1.

8. For what purpose were the Scriptures written?

“For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written
for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope.” Rom. 15:4.

9. For what is all scripture profitable?

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness.” 2 Tim. 3:16.

10. What was God's design in thus giving the Scriptures?

“That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
unto all good works.” Verse 17.

11. What estimate did Job place upon the words of God?

“Neither have | gone back from the commandment of His lips;
I have esteemed the words of His mouth more than my necessary
food.” Job 23:12.

12. Upon what evidence did Jesus base His Messiahship?

“And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded
unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself.”
Luke 24:27.

13. What three general divisions did Jesus recognize as
including all the writings of the Old Testament?

“And He said unto them, These are the words which | spake
unto you, while | was yet with you, that all things must be
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fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the
prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning Me.” Verse 44.

14. What does God's character preclude Him from doing?

“In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised
before the world began.” Titus 1:2.

15. What is God called in the Scriptures?

“He is the Rock, His work is perfect: for all His ways are
judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is
He.” Deut. 32:4.

16. What, therefore, must be the character of His word?

“Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word is truth.” John
17:17.

17. What test should therefore be applied to every professed
teacher of truth?

“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according
to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” Isa. 8:20.

18. What does God design that His word shall be to us in this
world of darkness, sin, and death?

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”
Ps. 119:105.

19. To what extent has God magnified His word?

“Thou hast magnified Thy word above all Thy name.” Ps.
138:2.

NoTe.—God did this by backing His promises with an oath
based upon Himself. Heb. 6:13, 14. By this He pledged and
placed at stake His name, or character, for the fulfilment of
His word.

20. In what is the true poetry of life to be found?

“Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my
pilgrimage.” Ps. 119:54.

21. How long will the word of God endure?
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“The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our
God shall stand forever.” Isa. 40:8. “Heaven and earth shall pass
away, but My words shall not pass away.” Matt. 24:35.

O Word of God incarnate,
O Wisdom from on high,

O Truth unchanged, unchanging,
O Light of our dark sky!

We praise Thee for the radiance
That from the hallowed page,

A lamp to guide our footsteps,
Shines on from age to age.

The church from her dear Master
Received the gift divine,
And still that light she lifteth
O'er all the earth to shine.
It is the golden casket
Where gems of truth are stored;
It is the heaven-drawn picture
Of Christ the living Word.

WILLIAM How.
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Searching The Scriptures. "Study to show thyself approved unto
God." 2 Tim. 2:15.

1. What did Christ say to the Jews concerning the study of the
Scriptures?

“Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal
life: and they are they which testify of Me.” John 5:39

2. For what were the Bereans commended?

“These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that
they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched
the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” Acts 17:11.

NoTe.—“If God's Word were studied as it should be,” says a
modern Bible student, “men would have a breadth of mind, a
nobility of character, and a stability of purpose that are rarely
seen in these times. But there is little benefit derived from
a hasty reading of the Scriptures. One may read the whole
Bible through, and yet fail to see its beauty or comprehend
its deep and hidden meaning. One passage studied until its
significance is clear to the mind and its relation to the plan of
salvation is evident, is of more value than the perusal of many
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chapters with no definite purpose in view, and no positive
instruction gained.”

3. By what comparison is it indicated that some portions of
God's Word are more difficult to understand than others?

“For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need
that one teach you again which be the first principles of the
oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and
not of strong meat.” Heb. 5:12.

4. In what way is this comparison further explained?

“For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of
righteousness: for he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth to
them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have
their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” Verses 13,
14,

5. What writings are specifically mentioned as containing
some things difficult to understand?

“And account that the long-suffering of our Lord is salvation;
even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom
given unto him hath written unto you; as also in all his epistles,
speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to
be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest,
as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.”
2 Peter 3:15, 16.

NOTE.—Some scriptures are too plain to be misunderstood,
while the meaning of others cannot so readily be discerned.
To obtain a comprehensive knowledge of any Bible truth,
scripture must be compared with scripture, and there should
be “careful research and prayerful reflection.” But all such
study will be richly rewarded.

6. Who alone comprehends the things of God?
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“For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit
of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no
man, but the Spirit of God.” 1 Cor. 2:11.

7. How thoroughly does the Spirit search out the hidden
treasures of truth?

“But God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit: for the
Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.” Verse
10.

8. What is one purpose for which the Holy Spirit was sent?

“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in My name, He shall teach you all things, and bring
all things to your remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto
you.” John 14:26.

9. Why cannot the natural man receive the things of the Spirit?

“But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know
them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 1 Cor. 2:14.

10. For what spiritual enlightenment should every one pray?

“Open Thou mine eyes, that | may behold wondrous things out
of Thy law.” Ps. 119:18.

11. For what spiritual gift did the apostle Paul pray?

“That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of Him.” Eph. 1:17.

12. Upon what conditions is an understanding of divine things
promised?

“Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice
for understanding; if thou seekest her as silver, and searchest
for her as for hid treasures; then shalt thou understand the fear
of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God.” Prov. 2:3-5.

13. What great blessing did Christ confer upon His disciples
after His resurrection?

“Then opened He their understanding, that they might
understand the Scriptures.” Luke 24:45.

[030]
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14. What beings of a higher order than man desire to study
the truths revealed in the gospel of Christ?

“Which things the angels desire to look into.” 1 Peter 1:12

15. What is promised him who wills to do God's will?

“If any man will [willeth to, R. V.] do His will, he shall know
of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether | speak of
Myself.” John 7:17.

16. How did Christ reprove those who, though familiar with
the letter of the Scriptures, failed to understand them?

“Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing
the Scriptures, nor the power of God.” Matt. 22:29.

17. What are the Scriptures able to do for one who believes
them?

“And that from a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith
which is in Christ Jesus.” 2 Tim. 3:15.

18. When asked by the rich young man the conditions of
eternal life, to what did Jesus direct his attention?

“He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest
thou?” Luke 10:26.
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Jesus At The Home Of Martha And Mary. "Mary hath chosen
that good part, which shall not be taken away from her." Luke

10:42.
[032]

19. Whom did Jesus pronounce blessed?

“But He said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word
of God, and keep it.” Luke 11:28.

20. What did Christ say concerning the book of Daniel?

“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso
readeth, let him understand).” Matt. 24:15.

21. What other book of the Bible is especially commended for
our study?

“Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this
prophecy [the book of Revelation], and keep those things which
are written therein: for the time is at hand.” Rev. 1:3.
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“How Readest Thou?”

It is one thing to read the Bible through,
Another thing to read to learn and do.

Some read it with design to learn to read,

But to the subject pay but little heed.

Some read it as their duty once a week,

But no instruction from the Bible seek;
While others read it with but little care,

With no regard to how they read, nor where.
Some read to bring themselves into repute,
By showing others how they can dispute;
While others read because their neighbors do,
To see how long 'twill take to read it through.
Some read it for the wonders that are there,—
How David killed a lion and a bear;

While others read it with uncommon care,
Hoping to find some contradictions there.
Some read as if it did not speak to them,

But to the people at Jerusalem.

One reads with father's specs upon his head,
And sees the thing just as his father said.
Some read to prove a preadopted creed,
Hence understand but little that they read,;
For every passage in the book they bend

To make it suit that all-important end.

Some people read, as | have often thought,
To teach the book instead of being taught;
And some there are who read it out of spite.

| fear there are but few who read it right.

But read it prayerfully, and you will see,
Although men contradict, God's words agree;
For what the early Bible prophets wrote,

We find that Christ and His apostles quote.
So trust no creed that trembles to recall
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What has been penned by one and verified by all.
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Power In The Word

Christ The Word. "He spake, and it was." Ps. 33:9.

1. Through what agency did God create the heavens?

“By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the
host of them by the breath of His mouth.” “For He spake, and it
was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.” Ps. 33:6, 9.

2. By what does Christ uphold all things?

“Upholding all things by the word of His power.” Heb. 1:3.

3. Of what are some willingly ignorant?

“For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of
God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the
water and in the water: whereby the world that then was, being
overflowed with water, perished.” 2 Peter 3:5, 6.

4. By what are the present heavens and earth reserved for a
similar fate?

“But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same
word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of
judgment and perdition of ungodly men.” Verse 7.

5. In what other scripture is it shown that creative power is
exercised through the word of God?

“Let them praise the name of the Lord: for He commanded,
and they were created.” Ps. 148:5.

6. What change is wrought in one who is in Christ?
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“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature [there
is a new creation, R. V., margin]: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.” 2 Cor. 5:17.

7. What is this new creation also called?

“Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God.” John 3:3.

8. Through what agency is this new creation, or new birth,
accomplished?

“Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the word of God, which liveth and abideth forever.” 1 Peter
1:23.

9. What is the first creative commandment recorded in the
Bible? and what was the result of it?

“And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.” Gen.
1:3.

10. What connection is there between the creation of light in
the beginning, and the light of the gospel?

“For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness,
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 2 Cor. 4:6.

11. Why were the people astonished at Christ's teaching?

“And they were astonished at His doctrine: for His word was
with power.” Luke 4:32.

12. What testified to the power of the word of Christ?

“And they were all amazed, and spake among themselves,
saying, What a word is this! for with authority and power He
commandeth the unclean spirits, and they come out.” Verse 36.

13. What did Christ say is the seed of the kingdom of God?

“The seed is the word of God.” Luke 8:11.

14. Where should the word of Christ dwell?

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom.”
Col. 3:16.

[034]



[036]

30 Bible Readings for the Home Circle

15. What did Christ say of the unbelieving Jews respecting
the word of God?

“Ye have not His word abiding in you: for whom He hath sent,
Him ye believe not.” John 5:38.

16. How does the word of God work in the believer?

“For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because,

when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye

received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word
of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.” 1
Thess. 2:13.

The Centurion. "Speak the word only, and my servant shall be
healed." Matt. 8:8.

17. What nature is imparted through the promises of God?
“Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature,
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having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”
2 Peter 1:4.

18. By what are believers made clean?

“Now ye are clean through the word which | have spoken unto
you.” John 15:3.

19. How may a young man cleanse his way?

“Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking
heed thereto according to Thy word.” Ps. 119:9.

20. How did God heal His people anciently?

“He sent His word, and healed them, and delivered them from
their destructions.” Ps. 107:20.

21. How did the centurion show his faith in the power of
Christ's word to heal?

“The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that
Thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only,
and my servant shall be healed.” Matt. 8:8.

22. What power has the word when hidden in the heart?

“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that | might not sin against
Thee.” Ps. 119:11. See also Ps. 17:4.

23. Why did God humble Israel, and suffer them to hunger?

“And He humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed
thee with manna, ... that He might make thee know that man doth
not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of
the mouth of the Lord doth man live.” Deut. 8:3.

24. What is required beyond a mere hearing of the word?

“But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
your own selves.” James 1:22.

25. What is the result of doing God's will?

“And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that
doeth the will of God abideth forever.” 1 John 2:17.
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The Life-Giving Word

The Raising Of Jairus's Daughter. "His commandment is life
everlasting.” John 12:50.

1. What is the nature of the word of God?

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Heb. 4:12.

2. How are the oracles of God described?

“This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the
angel which spake to him in the mount Sina, and with our fathers:
who received the lively oracles to give unto us.” Acts 7:38.

3. What did Christ declare His words to be?

“It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the
words that | speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.”
John 6:63.

4. What was Peter's testimony concerning Christ's words?

“Then Simon Peter answered Him, Lord, to whom shall we
go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.” Verse 68.

5. What did Christ declare His Father's commandment to be?

“And | know that His commandment is life everlasting.” John
12:50.



The Life-Giving Word 33

6. What lesson was intended by feeding the children of Israel
with the manna?

“And He humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed
thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers
know; that He might make thee know that man doth not live by
bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of the Lord doth man live.” Deut. 8:3.

7. What interpretation did Jesus give to this lesson?

“Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you,
Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but My Father
giveth you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God
is He which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the
world.” John 6:32, 33.

8. In further explanation of the meaning of this lesson, what
did Jesus declare Himself to be?

“And Jesus said unto them, | am the bread of life: he that
cometh to Me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on Me
shall never thirst.” Verse 35.

9. What benefit is derived from eating this bread of life?

“As the living Father hath sent Me, and | live by the Father:
so he that eateth Me, even he shall live by Me. This is that
bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did
eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live
forever.” Verses 57, 58.

10. What instance is recorded of one who fed upon the true
manna?

“Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and Thy word
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for | am called
by Thy name, O Lord God of hosts.” Jer. 15:16.

11. What name is applied to Jesus as the revelation of the
thought of God in the flesh?

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.” John 1:1. “And He was clothed with
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a vesture dipped in blood: and His name is called The Word of
God.” Rev. 19:13.

12. What was in the Word?

“In Him was life; and the life was the light of men.” John 1:4.

13. What is Jesus therefore also called?

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard,
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon,
and our hands have handled, of the Word of life.” 1 John 1:1.

14. Why did the Jews fail to find life in the Scriptures?

“Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal
life: and they are they which testify of Me. And ye will not come
to Me, that ye might have life.” John 5:39, 40.

15. What constitutes a part of Christian experience?

“And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of
the world to come.” Heb. 6:5. See answer to question 10.

16. In assigning him his life-work, what instruction did Jesus
give to Peter?

“Jesus saith unto him, Feed My sheep.” John 21:17.

17. What apostolic injunction indicates the way in which this
instruction is to be obeyed?

“I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall judge the quick and the dead at His appearing and His
kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine.” 2
Tim. 4:1, 2.

18. How are we instructed to pray for both physical and
spiritual nourishment?

“Give us this day our daily bread.” Matt. 6:11.

NoTe.—When “the Word became flesh, and dwelt among
us,” the thought of God was revealed in human flesh. When
holy men of God “spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost,” the thought of God was revealed in human language.
The union of the divine and the human in the manifestation
of God's thought in the flesh is declared to be “the mystery of
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godliness;” and there is the same mystery in the union of the
divine thought and human language. The two revelations of
God, in human flesh and in human speech, are both called the
Word of God, and both are the Word of life. He who fails to
find Christ thus in the Scriptures will not be able to feed upon
the Word as the life-giving Word.

Like wandering sheep o'er mountains cold,
Since all have gone astray;

To life and peace within the fold,
How may | find the way?

To Christ the Way, the Truth, the Life,
I come, no more to roam;

He'll guide me to my Father's house,
To my eternal home.
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On The Way To Emmaus. "He expounded unto them in all the
scriptures the things concerning Himself." Luke 24:27.

1. Of whom did Christ say the Scriptures testify?
“Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal
life: and they are they which testify of Me.” John 5:39.

NoTe.—“Search the Old Testament Scriptures: for they are
they that testify of Christ. To find Him in them is the true
and legitimate end of their study. To be able to interpret
them as He interpreted them is the best result of all Biblical
learning.”—Dean Alford.

2. Of whom did Moses and the prophets write?

“Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found
Him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write,
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” John 1:45.

NoOTE.—In her translation of the Old Testament Scriptures,
Helen Spurrell expressed the following wish for all who
should read her translation: “May very many exclaim, as the
translator has often done when studying numerous passages
in the original, | have found the Messiah!”
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3. From whose words did Christ say the disciples ought to
have learned of His death and resurrection?

“O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have spoken: ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and
to enter into His glory?” Luke 24:25, 26.

4. How did Christ make it clear to them that the Scriptures
testify of Him?

“And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded
unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself.”
Verse 27

5. What did He say a little later to the eleven?

“These are the words which | spake unto you, while | was yet
with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written
in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the Psalms,
concerning Me.” Verse 44.

6. Where in the Bible do we find the first promise of a
Redeemer?

“And the Lord God said unto the serpent, ... | will put enmity
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed;
it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise His heel.” Gen.
3:14, 15.

7. In what words was this promise renewed to Abraham?

“In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.” Gen.
22:18. See also Gen. 26:4; 28:14.

8. To whom did this promised seed refer?

“Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He
saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy
seed, which is Christ.” Gal. 3:16.

9. Whom did God promise to send with Israel to guide them
into the promised land?

“Behold, | send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way,
and to bring thee into the place which | have prepared.” Ex.
23:20.

10. Who was the Rock that went with them?
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“And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of
that spiritual Rock that followed [went with, margin] them: and
that Rock was Christ.” 1 Cor. 10:4.

11. In what prophecy are Christ's life, suffering, and death
touchingly foretold?

In the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah.

12. Where is the price of Christ's betrayal foretold?

“So they weighed for My price thirty pieces of silver.” Zech.
11:12. See Matt. 26:15.
13. Where in the Psalms are Christ's dying words recorded?
“My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken Me?” Ps. 22:1.
See Matt. 27:46. “Into Thine hand | commit My spirit.” Ps. 31:5.
See Luke 23:46.
[042] 14. How is Christ's resurrection foretold in the Psalms?

1 J §. 1.3 - —— F

Made Known In The Breaking Of Bread. "Did not our heart
burn within us, while He talked with us by the way, and while
He opened to us the scriptures?” Luke 24:32.
[043]
“I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto Me, Thou
art My Son; this day have | begotten Thee.” Ps. 2:7. See Acts
13:33.

15. Where again in the Psalms is His resurrection foretold?
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“For Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell; neither wilt Thou
suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption.” Ps. 16:10. See Acts
2:25-31.

16. In what words does Daniel foretell Christ's receiving His
kingdom?

“l saw in the night-visions, and, behold, one like the Son of
man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient
of days, and they brought Him near before Him. And there
was given Him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all
people, nations, and languages, should serve Him: His dominion
is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.” Dan. 7:13, 14.

See also Luke 1:32, 33; 19:11, 12; Rev. 11:15.
17. How is Christ's second coming described in the Psalms?

“Let the floods clap their hands: let the hills be joyful
together before the Lord; for He cometh to judge the earth: with
righteousness shall He judge the world, and the people with
equity.” Ps. 98:8, 9. “Our God shall come, and shall not keep
silence: a fire shall devour before Him, and it shall be very
tempestuous round about Him. He shall call to the heavens from
above, and to the earth, that He may judge His people. Gather
My saints together unto Me; those that have made a covenant
with Me by sacrifice.” Ps. 50:3-5.

18. What is Christ to one renewed after God's image? “Christ
is all, and in all.” Col. 3:11.

A glory in the Word we find
When grace restores our sight;
But sin has darkened all the mind,
And veiled the heavenly light.
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When God's own Spirit clears our view,
How bright the doctrines shine!

Their holy fruits and sweetness show
Their Author is divine.

How blest we are, with open face
To view Thy glory, Lord,
And all Thy image here to trace,
Reflected in Thy Word!
CAMPBELL'S COLLECTION.

[044]



Titles Of Christ

In the Old Testament

Seed of the woman. Gen. 3:15.

Mine Angel. Ex. 23:23.

A Star out of Jacob. Num. 24:17.

A Prophet. Deut. 18:15, 18.

Captain of the host of the Lord. Joshua 5:14.

A Friend that sticketh closer than a brother. Prov. 18:24.
My Beloved. Song of Solomon 2:10.

Chiefest among ten thousand. Song of Solomon 5:10.
(One) altogether lovely. Song of Solomon 5:16.

The Mighty God. Isa. 9:6.

The Everlasting Father. Isa. 9:6.

The Prince of Peace. Isa. 9:6.

The Lord Our Righteousness. Jer. 23:5, 6.

The Son of God. Dan. 3:25.

The Son of Man. Dan. 7:13.

Michael, ... the Great Prince. Dan. 12:1.

The Branch. Zech. 6:12, 13.

The Messenger of the covenant. Mal. 3:1.

The Sun of Righteousness. Mal. 4:2.
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In the New Testament

The Word. John 1:1.

The Lamb of God. John 1:29.

The Bread of life. John 6:35.

The Light of the world. John 8:12.

The Door of the Sheep. John 10:7.

The Good Shepherd. Verse 11.

The Resurrection and the Life. John 11:25.
The Way, the Truth, and the Life. John 14:6.
The True Vine. John 15:1.

That Rock. 1 Cor. 10:4.

The last Adam. 1 Cor. 15:45.

The Chief Corner-stone. Eph. 2:20.

The Man Christ Jesus. 1 Tim. 2:5.

A Great High Priest. Heb. 4:14.

The Author and Finisher of our faith. Heb. 12:2.
The Chief Shepherd. 1 Peter 5:4.

An Advocate. 1 John 2:1.

Michael, the Archangel. Jude 9.

The Lion of the tribe of Judah. Rev. 5:5.
The Morning Star. Rev. 22:16.

King of kings, and Lord of lords. Rev. 19:16.

NoTe.—Christ is referred to in the Bible under something
like three hundred different titles and figures, of which the
above are only examples. Why this is so is because He is all
that these names and figures represent.



Part I1. Sin; Its Origin, Results, and
Remedy

[046]

Driven From Eden. "Therefore the Lord God sent him forth
from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was

taken." Gen. 3:23. [047]



Creation And The Creator

Creation. "Behold, it was very good." Gen. 1:31.

1. By whom were the heavens and the earth created?

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” Gen.
1:1.

2. Through whom did God create all things?

“For by Him [the Son] were all things created, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by Him, and for Him.” Col. 1:16. “All things were
made by Him [through Him, R. V., margin]: and without Him
was not anything made that was made.” John 1:3. See also Heb.
1:1, 2.

3. What do the heavens declare?

“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament
showeth His handiwork.” Ps. 19:1.

4. What was God's object in making the earth?

“For thus saith the Lord that created the heavens; God Himself
that formed the earth and made it; He hath established it, He
created it not in vain, He formed it to be inhabited.” Isa. 45:18.

5. In whose image was man created?
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“So God created man in His own image, in the image of God
created He him; male and female created He them.” Gen. 1:27.

6. What home did God make for man in the beginning?

“And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and
there He put the man whom He had formed. And out of the
ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to
the sight, and good for food.... And the Lord God took the man,
and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.”
Gen. 2:8-15.

7. What may be perceived through the things that are made?

“For the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made,
even His eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without
excuse.” Rom. 1:20.

8. Whose workmanship is the Christian?

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should
walk in them.” Eph. 2:10.

9. What assurance is given concerning the unfailing power of
the Creator?

“Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting
God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not,
neither is weary? there is no searching of His understanding.”
Isa. 40:28.

10. What encouraging statement follows concerning the
supply of power to the faint?

“He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might
He increaseth strength.” Verse 29.

11. To whom are those who suffer exhorted to commit their
souls?

“Wherefore let them also that suffer according to the will of
God commit their souls in well-doing unto a faithful Creator.” 1
Peter 4:19, R. V.

12. What gave special force to the oath of an angel?
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“And the angel which | saw stand upon the sea and upon the
earth lifted up his hand to heaven, and sware by Him that liveth
forever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein
are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea,
and the things which are therein, that there should be time no
longer.” Rev. 10:5, 6.

13. What contrast is drawn in the Scriptures between the
Creator and false gods?

“Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods that have not made
the heavens and the earth, even they shall perish from the earth,
and from under these heavens.... The portion of Jacob is not like
them: for He is the former of all things; and Israel is the rod of
His inheritance: The Lord of hosts is His name.” Jer. 10:11-16.

14. To whom is our worship justly due?

“O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before
the Lord our Maker.” Ps. 95:6.

15. In view of the curse upon this creation, what has God
promised?

“For, behold, | create new heavens and a new earth: and
the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.” Isa.
65:17. See Rev. 21:1.

16. What is the true basis of the brotherhood of man?

“Have we not all one Father? hath not one God created us?
why do we deal treacherously every man against his brother, by
profaning the covenant of our fathers?” Mal. 2:10.

O Thou eternal One! whose presence bright
All space doth occupy, all motion guide;
Unchanged through time's all devastating flight!
Thou only God—there is no God beside!
Being above all beings! Mighty One,
Whom none can comprehend and none explore;
Who fill'st existence with Thyself alone,
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Embracing all, supporting, ruling o'er;
Being whom we call God, and know no more!

Thou from primeval nothingness didst call
First chaos, then existence; Lord, on Thee
Eternity hath its foundation; all
Sprung forth from Thee,—of light, joy, harmony,
Sole origin,—all life, all beauty Thine;
Thy word created all, and doth create;
Thy splendor fills all space with rays divine;
Thou art and wert and shalt be! Glorious! Great!
Light-giving, life-sustaining Potentate!

DERZHAVIN.

[050]



The Origin Of Evil

The Fall Of Satan. "I beheld Satan as lightning fall from
heaven." Luke 10:18.

1. With whom did sin originate?
“He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth
from the beginning.” 1 John 3:8.

NoTe.—Without the Bible, the question of the origin of evil
would remain unexplained.

2. From what time has the devil been a murderer?

“Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye
will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not
in the truth, because there is no truth in him.” John 8:44.

3. What is the devil's relationship to lying?

“When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a
liar, and the father of it.” Same verse.

4. Was Satan created sinful?

“Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast
created, till iniquity was found in thee.” Eze. 28:15.

NoTE.—This, and the statement in John 8:44, that he “abode
not in the truth,” show that Satan was once perfect, and in the
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truth. Peter speaks of “the angels that sinned” (2 Peter 2:4);
and Jude refers to “the angels which kept not their first estate”
(Jude 6); both of which show that these angels were once in a
state of sinlessness and innocence.

5. What further statement of Christ seems to lay the
responsibility for the origin of sin upon Satan and his angels?

“Then shall He say also unto them on the left hand, Depart
from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil
and his angels.” Matt. 25:41.

6. What led to Satan's sin, rebellion, and downfall?

“Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast
corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness.” Eze. 28:17.
“Thou hast said in thine heart, | will ascend into heaven, | will
exalt my throne above the stars of God: | will sit also upon the
mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: ... I will be
like the Most High.” Isa. 14:13, 14.

NoTE.—In a word, pride and self-exaltation led to Satan's
downfall, and for these there is no justification or adequate
excuse. “Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit
before a fall.” Prov. 16:18. Hence, while we may know of
the origin, cause, character, and results of evil, no good or
sufficient reason or excuse can be given for it. To excuse
it is to justify it; and the moment it is justified it ceases
to be sin. All sin is a manifestation of selfishness in some
form, and its results are the opposite of those prompted
by love. The experiment of sin will result finally in its
utter abandonment and banishment forever, by all created
intelligences, throughout the entire universe of God. Only
those who foolishly and persistently cling to sin will be
destroyed with it. The wicked will then “be as though they
had not been” (Obadiah 16), and the righteous shall “shine
as the brightness of the firmament,” and “as the stars forever
and ever.” Dan. 12:3. “Affliction shall not rise up the second

[051]



[052]

50 Bible Readings for the Home Circle

time.” Nahum 1:9. See reading on “Origin, History, and
Destiny of Satan,” page 499.

7. In contrast with the pride and self-exaltation exhibited by
Satan, what spirit did Christ manifest?

“Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be
equal with God: but made Himself of no reputation, and took
upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of
men: and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself,
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”
Phil. 2:6-8.

8. After man had sinned, how did God show His love, and His
willingness to forgive?

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” John 3:16.

NoTE.—Inasmuch as God, who is love, who delights in
mercy, and who changes not, offered pardon and granted
a period of probation to man when he sinned, it is but
reasonable to conclude that a like course was pursued toward
the heavenly intelligences who first sinned, and that only
those who persisted in sin, and took their stand in open revolt
and rebellion against God and the government of heaven,
were finally cast out of heaven. Rev. 12:7-9.
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Cain And Abel--The First Murder. "Cain, who was of that
wicked one, and slew his brother." 1 John 3:12.

[053]
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The Fall And Redemption Of Man

Sin And Its Remedy. "The wages of sin is death; but the gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." Rom. 6:23.

1. What is sin declared to be?

“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin
is the transgression of the law.” 1 John 3:4.

2. What precedes the manifestation of sin?

“Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin.” James
1:15.

3. What is the final result or fruit of sin?

“And sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” Same
verse. “The wages of sin is death.” Rom. 6:23.

4. Upon how many of the human race did death pass as the
result of Adam's transgression?

“By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” Rom.
5:12. “In Adam all die.” 1 Cor. 15:22.

5. How was the earth itself affected by Adam's sin?

“Cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of
it all the days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring
forth to thee.” Gen. 3:17, 18.

6. What additional curse came as the result of the first murder?
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“And the Lord said unto Cain, ... And now art thou cursed
from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy
brother's blood from thy hand; when thou tillest the ground, it
shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength.” Gen. 4:9-12.

7. What terrible judgment came in consequence of continued
sin and transgression against God?

“And the Lord said, | will destroy man whom | have created
from the face of the earth.... The end of all flesh is come before
Me; for the earth is filled with violence.” “And Noah was six
hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth....
The same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up,
and the windows of heaven were opened.” Gen. 6:7-13; 7:6-11.

8. After the flood, what came in consequence of further
apostasy from God?

“And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which
the children of men builded. And the Lord said, Behold, the
people is one, and they have all one language; and this they
begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them,
which they have imagined to do. Go to, let Us go down, and
there confound their language, that they may not understand one
another's speech. So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence
upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city.”
Gen. 11:5-8.

9. Into what condition has sin brought the entire creation?

“For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth
in pain together until now.” Rom. 8:22.

10. What explains God's apparent delay in dealing with sin?

“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men
count slackness; but is long-suffering to us ward, not willing that
any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 2
Peter 3:9.

11. What is God's attitude toward the sinner?

“For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the
Lord God: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.” Eze. 18:32.
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12. Can man free himself from the dominion of sin?

“Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots?
then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil.” Jer.
13:23.

13. What place has the will in determining whether man shall
have life?

“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” Rev. 22:17.

14. To what extent has Christ suffered for sinners?

“He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and
with His stripes we are healed.” Isa. 53:5.

15. For what purpose was Christ manifested?

“And we know that He was manifested to take away our sins;
and in Him is no sin.... He that committeth sin is of the devil; for
the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son
of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the
devil.” 1 John 3:5-8.

16. What was one direct purpose of the incarnation of Christ?

“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and
blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same; that
through death He might destroy him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil.” Heb. 2:14.

17. What triumphant chorus will mark the end of the reign of
sin?

“And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and
under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in
them, heard | saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power,
be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb
forever and ever.” Rev. 5:13.

18. When and by what means will the effects of sin be
removed?
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“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in
the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and
the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and the
works that are therein shall be burned up.” 2 Peter 3:10.

19. How will the curse of the confusion of tongues be brought
to an end?

“For then will | turn to the people a pure language, that they

may all call upon the name of the Lord, to serve Him with one
consent.” Zeph. 3:9.

20. How thoroughly will the effects of sin be removed?

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.”
Rev. 21:4. “And there shall be no more curse: but the throne
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it [the holy city]; and His
servants shall serve Him.” Rev. 22:3.

21. Will sin and its evil results ever appear again?

“What do ye imagine against the Lord? He will make an utter
end: affliction shall not rise up the second time.” Nahum 1:9.
“There shall be no more death.” “And there shall be no more
curse.” Rev. 21:4; 22:3.

NoOTE.—That sin exists none can deny. Why it was permitted
has perplexed many minds. But He who can bring light out of
darkness (2 Cor. 4:6), make the wrath of man to praise Him
(Ps. 76:10), and turn a curse into a blessing (Deut. 23:5), can
bring good out of evil, and turn mistakes and downfalls into
stepping-stones to higher ground. Heaven will be happier for
the sorrows of earth. “Sorrows remembered sweeten present
joy,” says Robert Pollock, in “The Course of Time,” page
29. In the final outcome it will be seen that all things have
worked together for good to them that love God. Rom. 8:28.
Cowper, despondent and about to drown himself, was carried
the wrong way by his driver, and went home to write the
inspiring hymn below.
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God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;

He plants His footsteps in the sea
And rides upon the storm.

Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never-failing skill,

He treasures up His bright designs,
And works His sovereign will.

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds ye so much dread

Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings o'er your head.

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.

Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain;
God is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain.
WILLIAM COWPER.



Creation And Redemption

Creative Power. "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works." Eph. 2:10.

1. What is revealed concerning God in the first verse of the
Bible?

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” Gen.
1:1.

2. What contrast is repeatedly drawn in the Scriptures between
the true God and false gods?

“Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods that have not made
the heavens and the earth, even they shall perish from the earth,
and from under these heavens.... The portion of Jacob is not like
them: for He is the former of all things; and Israel is the rod of
His inheritance: The Lord of hosts is His name.” Jer. 10:11-16.
See Jer. 14:22; Acts 17:22-29; Rev. 14:6-10.

3. Through whom did God work in creating all things?

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with
God. All things were made by Him; and without Him was not
anything made that was made.” John 1:1-3.

4. Through whom is redemption wrought?

“But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now
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justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through
Him.” Rom. 5:8, 9.

5. In what scripture do we learn that Christ, the active agent
in creation, is also the head of the church?

“For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created
by Him, and for Him: and He is before all things, and by Him all
things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church: who
is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; that in all things
He might have the preeminence.” Col. 1:16-18.

6. What scripture shows that the Creator is also the Redeemer?

“But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and
He that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for | have redeemed thee,
I have called thee by thy name; thou art Mine.” Isa. 43:1.

7. Who is declared to be the source of power to the weak?

“Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting
God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not,
neither is weary? there is no searching of His understanding. He
giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might He
increaseth strength.” Isa. 40:28, 29.

8. What prayer of David shows that he regarded redemption
as a creative work?

“Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit
within me.” Ps. 51:10.

9. Who keeps the heavenly bodies in their places?

“To whom then will ye liken Me, or shall | be equal? saith
the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath
created these things, that bringeth out their host by number: He
calleth them all by names by the greatness of His might, for that
He is strong in power; not one faileth.” Isa. 40:25, 26.

10. What can the same Holy One do for the believer?

“Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and
to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with
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exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and
majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.” Jude
24, 25.

11. What is the measure of the power which is available for
the help of the believer?

“That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of Him: the eyes of your understanding being
enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of His calling,
and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,
and what is the exceeding greatness of His power to us ward who
believe, according to the working of His mighty power, which
He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and
set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places.” Eph.
1:17-20.

12. How great was the deliverance of Israel from Egyptian
bondage?

“Ask now of the days that are past, which were before thee,
since the day that God created man upon the earth, and ask from
the one side of heaven unto the other, whether there hath been
any such thing as this great thing is, or hath been heard like it?...
Hath God assayed to go and take Him a nation from the midst
of another nation, by temptations, by signs, and by wonders, and
by war, and by a mighty hand, and by a stretched out arm, and
by great terrors, according to all that the Lord your God did for
you in Egypt before your eyes?” Deut. 4:32-34.

NoOTE.—The great deliverance of Israel from bondage and
oppression in Egypt is but a type of the power of God
displayed in the deliverance of man from the bondage and
slavery of sin. In both is seen a manifestation of creative
power.

13. What scripture plainly states that it is creative power
which transforms the believer?

[059]
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“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should
walk in them.” Eph. 2:10.

14. Of what great work is the Sabbath both a memorial and a
sign?

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt
thou labor, and do all thy work: but the seventh day is the Sabbath
of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor
thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man servant, nor thy maid servant,
nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: for in six
days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in
them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed
the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.” Ex. 20:8-11. “It is a sign
between Me and the children of Israel forever: for in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day He rested,
and was refreshed.” Ex. 31:17.

15. Inasmuch as creation and redemption are both wrought by
the same creative power, of what besides the original creation
was the Sabbath given to be a sign?

“Moreover also | gave them My Sabbaths, to be a sign between
Me and them, that they might know that | am the Lord that sanctify
them.” Eze. 20:12.

16. Through whose agency is the material universe sustained?

“And He [Christ] is before all things, and in Him all things
hold together.” Col. 1:17, R. V., margin.

17. What statement shows that all things, both material and
spiritual, are sustained by the same personal agency?

“But to us there is ... one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all
things, and we by Him.” 1 Cor. 8:6.

18. Why is God worthy to receive glory and honor?

“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and
power: for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure
they are and were created.” Rev. 4:11.
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NoTE.—That comparatively modern view of creation known
as evolution, which rests upon human research rather than
upon divine revelation, and which substitutes an impersonal
force for a personal Creator, overthrows the very foundation
of the gospel. Redemption is simply the new creation, and
the Creator is the Redeemer. The Head of the original
creation is the Head of the new creation. The original creation
was wrought through Christ by the power of the word; the
new creation, or redemption, is wrought in exactly the same
way. The evolutionary theory of creation inevitably involves
an evolutionary theory of the gospel, and sets aside the
truth concerning sin, the atoning sacrifice of Christ, and the
necessity of becoming new creatures through faith in the
saving power of Christ.

O worship the King, all-glorious above,
And gratefully sing His wonderful love;
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of days,
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise!

O tell of His might, and sing of His grace,

Whose robe is the light; whose canopy, space;

His chariots of wrath the deep thunder-clouds form,
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm!

Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite?

It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
And sweetly distils in the dew and the rain.

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,;

In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail;

Thy mercies, how tender! how firm to the end!

Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend!
ROBERT GRANT.
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The Character And Attributes Of God

The Bow Of Promise. "This is the token of the covenant." Gen.
9:17.

1. In what one word is the character of God expressed?

“He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.” 1 John
4:8.

2. What are some of the attributes of God?

“The Lord is righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His
works.” Ps. 145:17.

3. Does Christ possess these same attributes?

“By His knowledge shall My righteous servant [Christ] justify
many.” Isa. 53:11. “Neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to
see corruption.” Acts 2:27.

4. When proclaiming His name to Moses, how did the Lord
define His character?

“And the Lord descended in the cloud, and stood with him
there, and proclaimed the name of the Lord. And the Lord
passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord God,
merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness
and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
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transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty.”
Ex. 34:5-7.

5. What is said of the tender compassion of God?

“But Thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious,
long-suffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth.” Ps. 86:15.

6. What is said of God's faithfulness in keeping His promises?

“Know therefore that the Lord thy God, He is God, the faithful
God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love
Him and keep His commandments to a thousand generations.”
Deut. 7:9.

7. What is said of the strength and wisdom of God?

“Behold, God is mighty, and despiseth not any: He is mighty
in strength and wisdom.” Job 36:5.

8. What treasures are hid in Christ?

“In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”
Col. 2:3.

9. In what language is the justice of God described?

“He is the Rock, His work is perfect; for all His ways are
judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is
He.” Deut. 32:4.

10. In what words is His impartiality proclaimed?

“For the Lord your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a
great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not persons,
nor taketh reward.” Deut. 10:17. “Then Peter opened his mouth,
and said, Of a truth | perceive that God is no respecter of
persons: but in every nation he that feareth Him, and worketh
righteousness, is accepted with Him.” Acts 10: 34, 35.

11. To how many is the Lord good?

“The Lord is good to all: and His tender mercies are over all
His works.” Ps. 145:9.

12. Why did Christ tell us to love our enemies?

“But | say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you, and persecute you; that ye may be the
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children of your Father which is in heaven: for He maketh His
sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the
just and on the unjust.” Matt. 5:44, 45.

13. How perfect does Christ tell His followers to be?

“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect.” Verse 48.



The Love Of God

The Burial Of Christ. "God so loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son." John 3:16.

1. What is God declared to be?

“God is love.” 1 John 4:16.

2. How great is God's love for the world?

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” John 3:16.

3. In what act especially has God's love been manifested?

“In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because
that God sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might
live through Him.” 1 John 4:9.

4. In what does God delight?

“Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and
passeth by the transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He
retaineth not His anger forever, because He delighteth in mercy.”
Micah 7:18.

5. How are His mercies continually manifested?

“It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because
His compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is
Thy faithfulness.” Lam. 3:22, 23.
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6. Upon how many does God bestow His blessings?

“He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.” Matt. 5:45

7. What did Jesus say of the one who loves Him?

“He that loveth Me shall be loved of My Father, and | will
love him, and will manifest Myself unto him.” John 14:21.

8. Into what relationship to God does His love bring us?

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon
us, that we should be called the sons of God.” 1 John 3:1.

9. How may we know that we are the sons of God?

“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons
of God.... The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that
we are the children of God.” Rom. 8:14-16.

10. How is the love of God supplied to the believer?

“And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto
us.” Rom. 5:5.

11. In view of God's great love to us, what ought we to do?

“Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one
another.” 1 John 4:11.

12. With what measure of love should we serve others?

“Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down
His life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren.” 1 John 3:16.

13. What exhortation is based upon Christ's love for us?

“And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath
given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a
sweet-smelling savor.” Eph. 5:2.

14. Upon what ground does God's work for sinners rest?

“But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith
He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us
together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us
up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus.” Eph. 2:4-6. See Titus 3:5, 6.
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15. In what other way is God's love sometimes shown?

“For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth
every son whom He receiveth.” Heb. 12:6.

16. In view of God's great love, what may we confidently
expect?

“He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us
all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?”
Rom. 8:32 [065]

Bearing The Cross. "Yea, | have loved thee with an everlasting
love." Jer. 31:3.

17. What is God's love able to do for His children?
“Nevertheless the Lord thy God would not harken unto
Balaam; but the Lord thy God turned the curse into a blessing
unto thee, because the Lord thy God loved thee.” Deut. 23:5.
18. When men appreciate God's love, what will they do?
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“How excellent is Thy loving-kindness, O God! therefore the
children of men put their trust under the shadow of Thy wings.”
Ps. 36:7.

19. How enduring is God's love for us?

“The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I
have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with loving-
kindness have | drawn thee.” Jer. 31:3.

20. Can anything separate the true child of God from the love
of God?

“For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able
to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” Rom. 8:38, 39.

21. Unto whom will the saints forever ascribe praise?

“Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His
own blood, ... to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever.”
Rev. 1:5, 6.

There's a wideness in God's mercy,
Like the wideness of the sea;

There's a kindness in His justice,
Which is more than liberty.

There is welcome for the sinner,
And more graces for the good,
There is mercy with the Saviour;
There is healing in His blood.

For the love of God is broader
Than the measure of man's mind,
And the heart of the Eternal
Is most wonderfully kind.
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If our love were but more simple,
We should take Him at His word;

And our lives would be all sunshine
In the sweetness of our Lord.

FREDERICK W. FABER.
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The Deity Of Christ

Raising The Widow's Son. "In Him dwelleth all the fulness of
the Godhead bodily.” Col. 2:9.

1. How has the Father shown that His Son is one person of the
Godhead?

“But unto the Son He saith, Thy throne, O God, is forever and
ever: a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Thy kingdom.”
Heb. 1:8.

2. In what other scripture is the same truth taught?

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.” John 1:1.

3. In what way did Christ refer to the eternity of His being?

“And now, O Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own self
with the glory which | had with Thee before the world was.”
John 17:5. “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall He come
forth unto Me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth
have been of old, from everlasting.” Micah 5:2. See margin; and
Matt. 2:6; John 8:58; Ex. 3:13, 14.

4. How was Christ begotten in the flesh?
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“And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall
be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” Luke 1:35.

5. What scripture states that the Son of God was God
manifested in the flesh?

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.” “And the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” John 1:1,
14,

6. What does Christ say is His relation to the Father?

“l and My Father are one.” John 10:30.

7. How was He manifested on earth as a Saviour?

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11.

8. Why was it necessary that He should be born thus, and
partake of human nature?

“Wherefore in all things it behooved Him to be made like unto
His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful high priest
in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins
of the people.” Heb. 2:17.

9. How was He recognized by the Father while on earth?

“And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son,
in whom | am well pleased.” Matt. 3:17.

10. What shows that Christ sustains the same relation to the
angels as does the Father?

“For the Son of man shall come in the glory of His Father with
His angels; and then He shall reward every man according to his
works.” Matt. 16:27. See Matt. 24:31.

11. How did Christ assert an equal proprietorship with His
Father in the kingdom?
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“The Son of man shall send forth His angels, and they shall
gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and them which
do iniquity.” Matt. 13:41.

12. To whom do the elect equally belong?

“And shall not God avenge His own elect, which cry day and
night unto Him, though He bear long with them?” Luke 18:7.
“And He [the Son of man] shall send His angels with a great
sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect from
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” Matt.
24:31.

13. Who are equally joined in bestowing the final rewards?

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him [God, the
Father]: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and
that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” Heb.
11:6. “For the Son of man shall come in the glory of His Father
with His angels; and then He shall reward every man according
to his works.” Matt. 16:27.

NOTE.—In the texts (Matt. 16:27; 13:41; 24:31) in which
Christ refers to the angels as “His angels” and to the kingdom
as “His kingdom” and to the elect as “His elect,” He refers to
Himself as “the Son of man.” It thus appears that while He
was on earth as a man, He recognized His essential deity and
His equality with His Father in heaven.

14. What fulness dwells in Christ?

“For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.”
Col. 2:9.

15. What does God (Jehovah) declare Himself to be?

“Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel, and His Redeemer the
Lord of hosts; | am the first, and | am the last; and beside Me
there is no God.” Isa. 44:6.

16. In what scripture does Christ adopt the same expression?

“And, behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with Me, to
give every man according as his work shall be. | am Alpha and
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Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.” Rev.
22:12, 13.

17. Having such a wonderful Saviour, what are we exhorted
to do?

“Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed
into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our
profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” Heb. 4:14, 15.

Before the heavens were spread abroad,
From everlasting was the Word,;

With God He was, the Word was God,
And must divinely be adored.

Ere sin was born, or Satan fell,

He led the host of morning stars;
His generation who can tell,

Or count the number of His years?

But lo! He leaves those heavenly forms;
The Word descends and dwells in clay,
That He may converse hold with worms,
Pressed in such feeble flesh as they.
ISAAC WATTS.



Prophecies Relating To Christ

The Star Of Bethlehem. "There shall come a Star out of Jacob."
Num. 24:17.

1. Whom did Moses say the Lord would raise up?

“The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the
midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me, unto Him ye shall
harken.” Deut. 18:15. See also verse 18.

2. What use of this prophecy by the apostle Peter shows that
it referred to Christ?

“For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the
Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto
me.... Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that
follow after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of
these days.” Acts 3:22-24.

3. In what language did Isaiah foretell Christ's birth?

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall
call His name Immanuel.” Isa. 7:14.

4. In what event was this prophecy fulfilled?

“Now all this was done [the birth of Jesus of the Virgin Mary],
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the
prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall
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bring forth a son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel, which
being interpreted is, God with us.” Matt. 1:22, 23.

5. Where was the Messiah to be born?

“But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among
the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto
Me that is to be ruler in Israel.” Micah 5:2.

6. When was Jesus born?

“Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod
the king.” Matt. 2:1.

7. Under what striking emblem was He prophesied of by
Balaam?

“There shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Scepter shall rise
out of Israel.” Num. 24:17.

8. In what scripture does Christ apply the same emblem to
Himself?

“l am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and
morning star.” Rev. 22:16. See also 2 Peter 1:19; Rev. 2:28.

9. What prophecy was fulfilled in the slaughter of the children
of Bethlehem?

“Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise
men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the
children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof,
from two years old and under, according to the time which he
had diligently inquired of the wise men. Then was fulfilled
that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, In Rama
was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be
comforted, because they are not.” Matt. 2:16-18.

10. How was Christ's first advent to be heralded?

“The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the
way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our
God.” Isa. 40:3.

11. By whom was this fulfilled?
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“And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou?... he said,
| am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the
way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.” John 1:19-23.

12. How was Christ to be received by His own people?

“He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from Him;
He was despised, and we esteemed Him not.” Isa. 53:3.
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Christ Before Pilate. "He was oppressed, and He was afflicted,
yet He opened not His mouth." Isa. 53:7.

13. How is the fulfilment of this prophecy recorded?

“He was in the world, and the world was made by Him, and
the world knew Him not. He came unto His own, and His own
received Him not.” John 1:10, 11.

14. What was predicted of Christ's preaching?

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me; because the Lord
hath anointed Me to preach good tidings unto the meek; He hath
sent Me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound.”
Isa. 61:1.

15. What application did Jesus make of this prophecy?

“And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up:
and, as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the
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Sabbath day, and stood up for to read. And there was delivered
unto Him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when He had
opened the book, He found the place where it was written, The
Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to
preach the gospel to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the broken-
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.... And
He began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in
your ears.” Luke 4:16-21. See Luke 7:19-22.

16. How, according to prophecy, was Christ to conduct
Himself when on trial?

“He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not
His mouth: He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a
sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth.”
Isa. 53:7.

17. When accused by His enemies before Pilate, how did
Christ treat these accusations?

“Then said Pilate unto Him, Hearest Thou not how many
things they witness against Thee? And He answered him to never
a word; insomuch that the governor marveled greatly.” Matt.
27:13, 14.

18. What prophecy foretold of the disposal of Christ's garments
at the crucifixion?

“They part My garments among them, and cast lots upon My
vesture.” Ps. 22:18.

19. What record answers to this prophecy?

“And they crucified Him, and parted His garments, casting
lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet,
They parted My garments among them, and upon My vesture did
they cast lots.” Matt. 27:35.

20. What was foretold of His treatment while on the cross?

“They gave Me also gall for My meat; and in My thirst they
gave Me vinegar to drink.” Ps. 69:21.

21. What was offered Christ at His crucifixion?
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“They gave Him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when
He had tasted thereof, He would not drink.” Matt. 27:34. See
also John 19:28-30, and page 167 of this work.

22. With whom did the prophet Isaiah say Christ would make
His grave?

“And He made His grave with the wicked, and with the rich
in His death.” Isa. 53:9.

23. With whom was Christ crucified?

“Then were there two thieves crucified with Him, one on the
right hand, and another on the left.” Matt. 27:38.

24. Who took charge of Christ's body after it was taken down
from the cross?

“A rich man of Arimathaa, named Joseph, ... went to Pilate,
and begged the body of Jesus.... He wrapped it in a clean linen
cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in
the rock.” Verses 57-60.

25. What experience in the life of a noted prophet indicated
the length of Christ's stay in the grave?

“But He answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous
generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given
to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: for as Jonas was three
days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of
man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”
Matt. 12:39,40.

26. What prophecy foretold Christ's triumph over death?

“For Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell; neither wilt Thou
suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption.” Ps. 16:10. See Acts
2:24-217.



Christ The Way Of Life

At Jacob's Well. "Whosoever drinketh of the water that | shall
give him shall never thirst." John 4:14.

1. What does Jesus declare Himself to be?

“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.” John 14:6.

2. In what condition are all men?

“But the Scripture hath concluded all under sin.” Gal. 3:22.
“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” Rom.
3:23.

3. What are the wages of sin?

“The wages of sin is death.” Rom. 6:23.

4. How many are affected by Adam's transgression?

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men.” Rom. 5:12.

5. What is the gift of God?

“The gift of God is eternal life.” Rom. 6:23.

6. How many may receive this gift?

“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” Rev. 22:17.

7. In whom is the gift?
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“This is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and
this life is in His Son.” 1 John 5:11.

8. In receiving the Son, what do we have in Him?

“He that hath the Son hath life.” Verse 12.

9. What loss do those sustain who do not accept Him?

“And he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” Same
verse.

10. In what other way is this same truth stated?

“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he
that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God
abideth on him.” John 3:36.

11. After one truly receives Christ, whose life will be
manifested in him?

“l am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
Himself for me.” Gal. 2:20.

12. In what condition are all before they are quickened with
Christ?

“God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He
loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us
together with Christ.” Eph. 2:4, 5.

13. What is this change from death to life called?

“Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth
forever.” 1 Peter 1:23.

14. When man first transgressed, what was done to prevent
him from living forever in sin?

“And now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree
of life, and eat, and live forever.... So He drove out the man;
and He placed at the east of the garden of Eden cherubim, and a
flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the
tree of life.” Gen. 3:22-24.

15. What is declared to be one purpose of Christ's death?
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“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and
blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same; that
through death He might destroy him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil.” Heb. 2:14.

16. Through whom will Abraham receive the promise of the
future inheritance?

“The Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will
| give this land.” Gen. 12:7.

17. How many were embraced in God's promises to Abraham?

“And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed.”
Acts 3:25.

18. To whom does the “seed” in these promises refer?

“Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He
saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy
seed, which is Christ.” Gal. 3:16.

19. What would make the death of Christ in vain?

“If righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.”
Gal. 2:21.

20. Why have all been reckoned under sin?

“But the Scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the
promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that
believe.” Gal. 3:22.

21. How then do all become children of God?

“For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.”
Verse 26.

22. With whom are the children of God joint heirs?

“If children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with
Christ.” Rom. 8:17.

Thou art the Way; to Thee alone,
From sin and death we flee;
And he who would the Father seek,
Must seek Him, Lord, by Thee.
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Thou art the Truth; Thy word alone.
True wisdom can impart;

Thou only canst inform the mind
And purify the heart.

Thou art the Life; the rending tomb
Proclaims Thy conquering arm;

And those who put their trust in Thee,
Nor death nor hell shall harm.

Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life;
Grant us that way to know,

That truth to keep, that life to win,
Whose joys eternal flow.
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The Serpent In The Wilderness. "When he beheld the serpent of
brass, he lived." Num. 21:9.



Christ The Way Of Life 83

[079]



Salvation Only Through Christ

On The Cross. "He is able to save to the uttermost.” Heb. 7:25.

1. For what purpose did Christ come into the world?

“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” 1 Tim. 1:15.

2. Why was He to be named “Jesus”?

“Thou shalt call His name Jesus: for He shall save His people
from their sins.” Matt. 1:21.

3. Is there salvation through any other?

“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must
be saved.” Acts 4:12.

4. Through whom are we reconciled to God?

“All things are of God, who hath reconciled us to Himself by
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation;
to wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself,
not imputing their trespasses unto them.” 2 Cor. 5:18, 19.

5. What has Christ been made for us, and for what purpose?

“For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;
that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” Verse
21.
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6. How dependent are we upon Christ for salvation?

“l am the vine, ye are the branches: ... without Me ye can do
nothing.” John 15:5.

7. What three essentials for a Saviour are found in Christ?

Deity. “But unto the Son He saith, Thy throne, O God, is
forever and ever.” Heb. 1:8.

Humanity. “When the fulness of the time was come, God sent
forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law.” Gal. 4:4.

Sinlessness. “Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His
mouth.” 1 Peter 2:22.

8. How did Christ show from the Scriptures that the promised
Saviour of the world must be both human and divine?

“While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked
them, saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is He? They
say unto Him, The son of David. He saith unto them, How then
doth David in spirit call Him Lord; saying, The Lord said unto
my Lord, Sit Thou on My right hand, till I make Thine enemies
Thy footstool? If David then call him Lord, how is He his son?”
Matt. 22:41-45.

NoTe.—Another has aptly put this important truth concerning
the union of the human and divine in Christ thus: “Divinity
needed humanity that humanity might afford a channel of
communication between God and man. Man needs a power
out of and above himself to restore him to the likeness of God.
There must be a power working from within, a new life from
above, before men can be changed from sin to holiness. That
power is Christ.”

9. What two facts testify to the union of divinity and humanity
in Christ?

“Concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made
of the seed of David according to the flesh; and declared to be
the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness,
by the resurrection from the dead.” Rom. 1:3, 4
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10. How complete was Christ's victory over death?

“I am the first and the last: | am He that liveth, and was dead;
and, behold, 1 am alive forevermore, Amen; and have the keys
of hell and of death.” Rev. 1:17, 18. See Acts 2:24.

11. How complete is the salvation obtained in Christ?

“Wherefore, He is able also to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make
intercession for them.” Heb. 7:25.

12. What should we say for such a Saviour?

“Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift.” 2 Cor. 9:15.
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The Prodigal Son. "When he came to himself, he said, ... | will

arise and go to my father." Luke 15:17, 18. 063)



Joshua Commanding The Sun To Stand Still. "All things are
possible to him that believeth." Mark 9:13.

1. What is faith declared to be?

“Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen.” Heb. 11:1.

2. How necessary is faith?

“Without faith it is impossible to please Him.” Verse 6.

3. Is mere assent to divine truth sufficient?

“Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the
devils also believe, and tremble.” James 2:19.

4. What is required besides a belief in the existence of God?

“For he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that
He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” Heb. 11:6,
last part.

5. From whom does faith come?

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God.” Eph. 2:8.

6. Why did God raise Christ from the dead?

“Who by Him do believe in God, that raised Him up from the
dead, and gave Him glory; that your faith and hope might be in
God.” 1 Peter 1:21.
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7. What is Christ's relation to this faith?

“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.” Heb.
12:2.

8. What is the basis of faith?

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.” Rom. 10:17.

9. What relation does faith bear to knowledge?

“Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by
the word of God.” Heb. 11:3.

10. By what principle is genuine faith actuated?

“In Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth anything, nor
uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.” Gal. 5:6.

11. Of what is faith a fruit?

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith.” Verse 22.

12. What in the early church showed living faith?

“Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labor
of love.” 1 Thess. 1:3.

13. What is necessary in order that the preaching of the gospel
may be profitable?

“For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them:
but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with
faith in them that heard it.” Heb. 4:2.

14. What is the character of any act or service not performed
in faith?

“Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” Rom. 14:23.

15. How does Abraham's experience show that obedience and
faith are inseparable?

“By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place
which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he
went out, not knowing whither he went.” Heb. 11:8.

16. With what, therefore, is the faith of Jesus joined?

“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” Rev. 14:12.

[084]
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17. In what other statement is the same truth emphasized?

“But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is
dead?” James 2:20.

18. How is faith brought to perfection?

“Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works
was faith made perfect?” Verse 22.

19. What is the result of faith's being put to the test?
“The trying of your faith worketh patience.” James 1:3.
20. What relationship to God is established by faith?

“For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.”
Gal. 3:26.

21. How do the children of God walk?
“For we walk by faith, not by sight.” 2 Cor. 5:7.
22. Upon what condition may one expect answers to prayer?

“But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and
tossed.” James 1:6.

23. To what parts of the ancient armor is faith compared?

“Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.” Eph. 6:16.
“Putting on the breastplate of faith and love.” 1 Thess. 5:8.

24. What chapter in the Bible is devoted to faith?

The eleventh chapter of Hebrews. In verses 33-38 are
summarized the victories of the heroes of faith.

25. What gives victory in our conflicts with the world?

“This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”
1 John 5:4.

26. What is the ultimate purpose of faith?

“Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your
souls.” 1 Peter 1:8, 9.
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'Tis by the faith of joys to come
We walk through deserts dark as night;
Till we arrive at heaven, our home,
Truth is our guide, and faith our light.

The want of sight she well supplies;
She makes the pearly gates appear;

Far into distant worlds she pries,
And brings eternal glories near.

Though lions roar, and tempests blow,
And rocks and dangers fill the way,
With joy we tread the desert through,
While faith inspires a heavenly ray.
ISAAC WATTS
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Return Of The Dove. "Blessed be God ... which ... hath begotten
us again unto a lively hope.” 1 Peter 1:3.

1. What is the relation between faith and hope?

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen.” Heb. 11:1.

2. Why were the Scriptures written?

“For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written
for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope.” Rom. 15:4.

3. Why should God's wonderful works be rehearsed to the
children?

“We will not hide them from their children, showing to the
generation to come the praises of the Lord, and His strength, and
His wonderful works that He hath done.... That they might set
their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep His
commandments.” Ps. 78:4-7.

4. In what condition are those who are without Christ?
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“Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles
in the flesh, ... that at that time ye were without Christ, being
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the
covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the
world.” Eph. 2:11, 12.

5. What does hope become to the Christian?

“Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure
and steadfast, and which entereth into that within the veil.” Heb.
6:19.

6. Who have hope in their death?

“The wicked is driven away in his wickedness: but the
righteous hath hope in his death.” Prov. 14:32.

7. In bereavement, from what hopeless sorrow are Christians
delivered?

“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which
have no hope.” 1 Thess. 4:13.

8. Unto what has the resurrection of Christ begotten us?

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us again
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead.” 1 Peter 1:3.

9. What is the Christian's hope called?

“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” Titus 2:13.

10. At what time did Paul expect to realize his hope?

“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that
day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love His
appearing.” 2 Tim. 4:8.

11. What will this hope lead one to do?

“And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself,
even as He is pure.” 1 John 3:3.

[087]
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12. What does the prophet Jeremiah say is a good thing for a
man to do?

“It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for
the salvation of the Lord.” Lam. 3:26.

13. What is said of the hope of the hypocrite?

“So are the paths of all that forget God; and the hypocrite's
hope shall perish: whose hope shall be cut off, and whose trust
shall be a spider's web.” Job 8:13, 14.

14. What is the condition of one whose hope is in God?

“Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose
hope is in the Lord his God.” Ps. 146:5. “Blessed is the man that
trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is.” Jer. 17:7.

15. In what may the child of God abound?

“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the
Holy Ghost.” Rom. 15:13.

16. In what do Christians rejoice?

“By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein
we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” Rom. 5:2.

17. What will prevent us from being put to shame?

“And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto
us.” Verse 5.

18. In the time of trouble, who will be the hope of God's
people?

“The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter His voice
from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but
the Lord will be the hope of His people, and the strength of the
children of Israel.” Joel 3:16.

19. What inspiring words are spoken to such as hope in God?

“Be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart, all
ye that hope in the Lord.” Ps. 31:24.

20. How long should our hope endure?
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“And we desire that every one of you do show the same
diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end.” Heb. 6:11.

How cheering is the Christian's hope
While toiling here below!

It buoys us up while passing through
This wilderness of woe.

It points us to a land of rest
Where saints with Christ will reign;
Where we shall meet the loved of earth,
And never part again,—

A land where sin can never come,
Temptations ne'er annoy;

Where happiness will ever dwell,
And that without alloy.
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Repentance

Micaiah Urging Israel To Repentance. "The goodness of God
leadeth thee to repentance.” Rom. 2:4.

1. Who are called to repentance?

“l came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”
Luke 5:32.

2. What accompanies repentance?

“And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached
in His name among all nations.” Luke 24:47.

3. By what means is sin made known?

“By the law is the knowledge of sin.” Rom. 3:20.

4. How many are sinners?

“We have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are
all under sin.” Verse 9.

5. What do transgressors bring upon themselves?

“Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of
these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of
disobedience.” Eph. 5:6.

6. Who awakens the soul to a sense of its sinful condition?

“When He [the Comforter] is come, He will reprove [convince,
margin] the world of sin.” John 16:8.
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7. What are fitting inquiries for those convicted of sin?

“Men and brethren, what shall we do?” “Sirs, what must | do
to be saved?” Acts 2:37; 16:30.

8. What replies does Inspiration return to these inquiries?

“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.” “Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” Acts 2:38; 16:31.

9. What will the truly repentant sinner be constrained to do?

“I will declare mine iniquity; | will be sorry for my sin.” Ps.
38:18.

10. What is the result of godly sorrow?

“For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation.” 2 Cor.
7:10.

11. What does the sorrow of the world do?

“The sorrow of the world worketh death.” Same verse.

12. How does godly sorrow for sin manifest itself?

“For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly
sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing
of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what
vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things
ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.” Verse
11.

13. What did John the Baptist say to the Pharisees and
Sadducees when he saw them come to his baptism?

“Q generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the
wrath to come?” Matt. 3:7.

14. What did he tell them to do?

“Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance.” Verse 8.

NoOTE.—“There can be no repentance without reformation.
Repentance is a change of mind; reformation is a correspond-
ing change of life.”—Dr. Raleigh.

15. When God sent the Ninevites a warning message, how did
they show their repentance, and what was the result?

[090]



[091]

98 Bible Readings for the Home Circle

“And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil
way; and God repented of the evil that He had said that He
would do unto them; and He did it not.” Jonah 3:10.

16. What leads sinners to repentance?

“Or despisest thou the riches of His goodness and forbearance
and long-suffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth
thee to repentance?” Rom. 2:4.

John The Baptist Preaching Repentance. "Bring forth therefore
fruits meet for repentance.” Matt. 3:8.
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Confession And Forgiveness

Mary Magdalene's Repentance. "According unto the multitude
of Thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.” Ps. 51:1.

1. What instruction is given concerning confession of sin?

“Speak unto the children of Israel, When a man or woman
shall commit any sin that men commit, to do a trespass against
the Lord, and that person be guilty; then shall they confess their
sin which they have done.” Num. 5:6, 7.

2. How futile is it to attempt to hide sin from God?

“But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against the
Lord: and be sure your sin will find you out.” Num. 32:23. “Thou
hast set our iniquities before Thee, our secret sins in the light of
Thy countenance.” Ps. 90:8. “All things are naked and opened
unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.” Heb. 4:13.

3. What promise is made to those who confess their sins?

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9.

4. What different results attend the covering and the confessing
of sins?
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“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso
confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” Prov. 28:13.

5. How definite should we be in confessing our sins?

“And it shall be, when he shall be guilty in one of these things,
that he shall confess that he hath sinned in that thing.” Lev. 5:5.

NoTE.—“True confession is always of a specific character,
and acknowledges particular sins. They may be of such a
nature as to be brought before God only; they may be wrongs
that should be confessed to individuals who have suffered
injury through them; or they may be of a public character,
and should then be as publicly confessed. But all confession
should be definite and to the point, acknowledging the very
sins of which you are guilty.”—*“Steps to Christ,” page 43.

6. How fully did Israel once acknowledge their wrong-doing?

“And all the people said unto Samuel, Pray for thy servants
unto the Lord thy God, that we die not: for we have added unto
all our sins this evil, to ask us a king.” 1 Sam. 12:19.

7. When David confessed his sin, what did he say God did?

“l acknowledged my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I
not hid. | said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord;
and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.” Ps. 32:5.

8. Upon what did he rest his hope for forgiveness?

“Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Thy loving-
kindness: according unto the multitude of Thy tender mercies
blot out my transgressions.” Ps. 51:1.

9. What is God ready to do for all who seek for forgiveness?

“For Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous
in mercy unto all them that call upon Thee.” Ps. 86:5.

10. What is the measure of the greatness of God's mercy?

“For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is His
mercy toward them that fear Him.” Ps. 103:11.

11. How fully does the Lord pardon when one repents?
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“Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man
his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and He will
have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly
pardon.” Isa. 55:7.

12. What reason is given for God's readiness to forgive sin?

“Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and
passeth by the transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He
retaineth not His anger forever, because He delighteth in mercy.”
Micah 7:18. See Ps. 78:38.

13. Why does God manifest such mercy and long-suffering
toward men?

“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men
count slackness; but is long-suffering to us ward, not willing that
any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 2
Peter 3:9.

14. What prayer did Moses offer in behalf of Israel?

“Pardon, | beseech Thee, the iniquity of this people according
unto the greatness of Thy mercy, and as Thou hast forgiven this
people, from Egypt even until now.” Num. 14:19.

15. What reply did the Lord immediately make?

“And the Lord said, | have pardoned according to thy word.”
Verse 20.

16. When the prodigal son, in the parable, repented and turned
toward home, what did his father do?

“When he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and
had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.”
Luke 15:20.

17. How did the father show his joy at his son's return?

“The father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and
put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet:
and bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be
merry: for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost,
and is found.” Verses 22-24.

18. What is felt in heaven when a sinner repents?
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“Likewise, | say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.” Verse 10.

19. What did Hezekiah say God had done with his sins?

“Behold, for peace | had great bitterness: but Thou hast in
love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for Thou
hast cast all my sins behind Thy back.” Isa. 38:17.

20. How completely does God wish to separate sin from us?

“Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.” Micah
7:19. “As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed
our transgressions from us.” Ps. 103:12.

21. How did the people respond to the preaching of John?

“Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea, and all the
region round about Jordan, and were baptized of him in Jordan,
confessing their sins.” Matt. 3:5, 6.

22. How did some of the believers at Ephesus testify to the
sincerity of the confession of their sins?

“And many that believed came, and confessed, and showed
their deeds. Many of them also which used curious arts brought
their books together, and burned them before all men: and they
counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of
silver.” Acts 19:18, 19.

23. Through whom are repentance and forgiveness granted?

“The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and
hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted with His right hand to
be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and
forgiveness of sins.” Acts 5:30, 31.

24. What is the only unpardonable sin?

“Wherefore | say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy
shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the
Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. And whosoever
speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him:
but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be
forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.”
Matt. 12:31, 32.

[095]



[096]

104 Bible Readings for the Home Circle

NoTE.—As the Holy Spirit is the agent that convicts of sin,
and brings the offer of pardon through the Word, the denial of
the Spirit's work is the refusal of pardon. In other words, the
only unpardonable sin is the sin which refuses to be pardoned.

25. Upon what basis has Christ taught us to ask forgiveness?

“And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” Matt.
6:12.

26. What spirit must those cherish whom God forgives?

“For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father
will also forgive you: but if ye forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” Verses 14, 15.

27. What exhortation is based on the fact that God has forgiven
us?

“And be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one
another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.” Eph.
4:32.

28. In what condition is one whose sins are forgiven?

“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.” Ps. 32:1, 2.



Conversion, Or The New Birth

Christ And Nicodemus. "Ye must be born again." John 3:7.

1. How did Jesus emphasize the necessity of conversion?

“Verily | say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become
as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.”
Matt. 18:3.

2. In what other statement did He teach the same truth?

“Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” John 3:3.

3. How did he further explain the new birth?

“Jesus answered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.” Verse 5.

4. With what comparison did He illustrate the subject?

“The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth:
S0 is every one that is born of the Spirit.” Verse 8.

5. What change is wrought in conversion, or the new birth?

“Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together
with Christ, (by grace ye are saved).” Eph. 2:5.

6. What is one evidence of this change from death to life?
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“We know that we have passed from death unto life, because
we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in
death.” 1 John 3:14.

7. From what is a converted sinner saved?

“Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the
error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a
multitude of sins.” James 5:20. See Acts 26:14-18.

8. To whom are sinners brought by conversion?

“Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit
within me.... Then will | teach transgressors Thy ways; and
sinners shall be converted unto Thee.” Ps. 51:10-13.

9. In what words to Peter did Jesus indicate the kind of service
a converted person should render to his brethren?

“And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired
to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: but I have prayed
for thee, that thy faith fail not. and when thou art converted,
strengthen thy brethren.” Luke 22:31, 32.

10. What other experience is associated with conversion?

“For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull
of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time
they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and
should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and
I should heal them.” Matt. 13:15.

11. What gracious promise does God make to His people?

“I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for Mine
anger is turned away from him.” Hosea 14:4.

12. By what means is this healing accomplished?

“He [Christ] was wounded for our transgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was
upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed.” Isa. 53:5.

13. What takes place when one is converted to Christ?

“Wherefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creation: the
old things are passed away; behold, they are become new.” 2
Cor. 5:17, R. V., margin. See Acts 9:1-22; 22:1-21; 26:1-23.
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14. What is the value of merely outward forms?

“For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything,
nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.” Gal. 6:15.

15. Through what was the original creation wrought?

“By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the
host of them by the breath of His mouth.” Ps. 33:6.

16. Through what instrumentality is conversion wrought?

“Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the word of God, which liveth and abideth forever.” 1 Peter
1:23.

17. What change is wrought by beholding Jesus?

“But we all with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of
the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory,
even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 2 Cor. 3:18.

NoTE.—A beautiful statue once stood in the market-place of
an lItalian city. It was the statue of a Greek slave girl. It
represented the slave as tidy and well dressed. A ragged,
uncombed little street child, coming across the statue in her
play one day, stopped and gazed at it in admiration. She was
captivated by it. She gazed long and lovingly. Moved by
a sudden impulse, she went home and washed her face and
combed her hair. Another day she stopped again before the
statue and admired it, and got a new idea. Next day her tattered
clothes were washed and mended. Each time she looked at
the statue she found something in its beauties to admire and
copy, until she was a transformed child. By beholding we
become changed.

18. What are the evidences that one has been born of God?

“If ye know that He is righteous, ye know that every one that
doeth righteousness is born of Him.” “Beloved, let us love one
another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of
God, and knoweth God.” 1 John 2:29; 4:7.

19. What is true of every one who believes in Jesus?
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“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God.”
1 John 5:1.

20. What do those born of God not do?

“We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he
that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one
toucheth him not.” Verse 18.

21. What indwelling power keeps such from sinning?

“Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for His seed
remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.”
1 John 3:9. See 1 John 5:4; Gen. 39:9.

22. What will be the experience of those born of the Spirit?

“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are
in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”
Rom. 8:1.
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The Conversion Of Saul. "It is hard for thee to kick against the
pricks." Acts 9:5.
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Baptism

Baptism Of Christ. "Thus it becometh us to fulfil all
righteousness.” Matt. 3:15.

1. What ordinance is closely associated with believing the
gospel?

“And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach
the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” Mark
16:15, 16.

2. What did the apostle Peter associate with baptism in his
instruction on the day of Pentecost?

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.”
Acts 2:38.

3. In reply to his inquiry concerning salvation, what was the
Philippian jailer told to do?

“And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved, and thy house.” Acts 16:31.
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4. What followed immediately after the jailer and his family
had accepted Christ as their Saviour?

“And he took them [Paul and Silas] the same hour of the
night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his,
straightway.” Verse 33.

5. In connection with Christian baptism, what is washed
away?

“And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash
away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” Acts 22:16. See
Titus 3:5; 1 Peter 3:21.

6. By what means are sins washed away?

“Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His
own blood.” Rev. 1:5.

7. Into whose name are believers to be baptized?

“Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Ghost.” Matt. 28:19, R. V.

8. When believers are baptized into Christ, whom do they put
on?

“For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have
put on Christ.” Gal. 3:27.

9. Into what experience are those baptized who are baptized
into Christ?

“Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus
Christ were baptized into His death?” Rom. 6:3.

NoTE.—Baptism is a gospel ordinance commemorating the
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. In baptism public
testimony is given to the effect that the one baptized has been
crucified with Christ, buried with Him, and is raised with
Him to walk in newness of life. Only one mode of baptism
can rightly represent these facts of experience, and that is
immersion,—the mode followed by Christ and the primitive
church.
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10. How is such a baptism described?

“Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that
like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” Verse 4.

11. How fully are we thus united with Christ in His experience
of death and resurrection?

“For if we have been planted together in the likeness of His
death, we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection.” Verse
5.

12. What will follow this union with Christ in His death and
resurrection?

“Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also
live with Him.” Verse 8.

13. In what working of God is faith to be exercised in
connection with baptism?

“Buried with Him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with
Him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised
Him from the dead.” Col. 2:12.

14. At the beginning of His ministry, what example did Jesus
set for the benefit of His followers?

“Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be
baptized of him.” Matt. 3:13.

15. What remarkable experience attended the baptism of
Jesus?

“And Jesus, when He was baptized, went up straightway out
of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto Him, and He
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon
Him: and lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Verses 16, 17.

16. What promise is made to those who repent and are
baptized?

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:38.
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17. What question did the eunuch ask after Philip had preached
Jesus unto him?

“And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain
water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder
me to be baptized?” Acts 8:36.

18. In order to baptize the eunuch, where did Philip take him?

“And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went
down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he
baptized him.” Verse 38.

19. How did the people of Samaria publicly testify to their
faith in the preaching of Philip?

“But when they believed Philip preaching the things
concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ,
they were baptized, both men and women.” Verse 12.

20. What instruction did the apostle Peter give concerning the
Gentiles who had believed?

“Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized,
which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? And he
commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord.” Acts
10:47, 48.

21. How perfect is the unity into which believers are brought
by being baptized into Christ?

“For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the
members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also
is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body,
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and
have been all made to drink into one Spirit.” 1 Cor. 12:12, 13.

22. After being united with Christ in the likeness of His death
and resurrection, what should the believer do?

“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.” Col. 3:1.
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Lord, in humble, sweet submission,
Here we meet to follow Thee,

Trusting in Thy great salvation,
Which alone can make us free.

Naught have we to claim as merit;
All the duties we can do

Can no crown of life inherit;
All the praise to Thee is due.

Yet we come in Christian duty,
Down beneath the wave to go;
O the bliss! the heavenly beauty!
Christ the Lord was buried so.
ROBERT T. DANIEL



Reconciled To God

Jonah Preaching To The Ninevites. "Be ye reconciled to God." 2
Cor. 5:20.

1. What message of entreaty has God sent to us through his
appointed messengers?

“Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled
to God.” 2 Cor. 5:20.

2. Through whom is this reconciliation made?

“All things are of God, who hath reconciled us to Himself by
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation.”
Verse 18.

3. What was required in order to effect this reconciliation?

“For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God
by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall
be saved by His life.” Rom. 5:10.

4. What basis for reconciliation was made by Christ's death?

“Having made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him
to reconcile all things unto Himself.” Col. 1:20.

5. Through whom is the reconciliation received?
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“We also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom
we have now received the atonement [reconciliation, margin].”
Rom. 5:11.

6. By what union does Christ reconcile both Jew and Gentile
to God through the cross?

“And that He might reconcile both unto God in one body by
the cross, having slain the enmity thereby.” Eph. 2:16.

7. In what prophecy was the work of reconciliation foretold?

“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy
holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins,
and to make reconciliation for iniquity.” Dan. 9:24.

8. In thus reconciling the world unto Himself, what attitude
did God take toward men?

“God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not
imputing their trespasses unto them.” 2 Cor. 5:19.

9. What rendered it possible for God to treat sinners thus?

“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every
one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity
of us all.” Isa. 53:6.

10. What was Christ made, to release men from sin?

“For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;
that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” 2 Cor.
5:21.

11. How was He treated?

“But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him;
and with His stripes we are healed.” Isa. 53:5.

12. What did John declare concerning Him?

“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away [beareth,
margin] the sin of the world.” John 1:29.

13. To what place did Christ carry these sins?

“Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree,
that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by
whose stripes ye were healed.” 1 Peter 2:24.
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14. What is the great purpose of Christ in His work of
reconciliation?

“And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your
mind by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled in the body
of His flesh through death, to present you holy and unblamable
and unreprovable in His sight.” Col. 1:21, 22.
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Acceptance With God

Noah's Sacrifice. "He hath made us accepted in the Beloved."
Eph. 1:6.

1. In whom has God made us accepted?

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings ... in Christ: according
as He hath chosen us in Him ... to the praise of the glory of His
grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the Beloved.” Eph.
1:3-6.

2. What great gift comes with our acceptance of Christ?

“And this is the will of Him that sent Me, that every one which
seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have everlasting life:
and I will raise him up at the last day.” John 6:40. See also John
17:2.

3. What is the first and primary evidence of our acceptance
with God?

“If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is
greater: for this is the witness of God which He hath testified
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of His Son.... And this is the record, that God hath given to us
eternal life, and this life is in His Son.” 1 John 5:9-11.

NoTe.—The primary basis of all faith and acceptance is the
word of God,—that which God Himself has said. To receive
and believe this is the first essential to salvation,—the first
evidence of acceptance.

4. Why did John write his testimony concerning God's love
and purpose in giving Christ?

“These things have | written unto you that believe on the name
of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and
that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.” Verse 13.
“These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through
His name.” John 20:31.

5. What witness does the true believer in Christ have that he
is accepted of God?

“He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in
himself: he that believeth not God hath made Him a liar; because
he believeth not the record that God gave of His Son.” 1 John
5:10.

NoTe.—Faith and feeling should not be confounded. Faith is
ours to exercise in the Word of God, regardless of our feelings,
and often in opposition even to our feelings. Many fail to
accept the pardon and assurance of the acceptance of Heaven,
because they do not take God at His word, but instead turn
their attention to their changeable moods and feelings. Faith
always precedes the joyful feelings which naturally result from
the assurance of forgiveness and acceptance. This order is
never reversed.

6. How only do any become children of God?
“Ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” Gal.
3:26.
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7. What is the foundation of faith?

“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
Rom. 10:17.

8. What assurance has the believer of his union with God?

“Hereby know we that we dwell in Him, and He in us, because
He hath given us of His Spirit.” 1 John 4:13.

9. What three definite witnesses of acceptance are mentioned
by John?

“There are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the
water, and the blood: and these three agree in one.” 1 John 5:8.

10. How does the Spirit witness to our acceptance with God?

“Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son
into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” Gal. 4:6. “The Spirit
itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of
God.” Rom. 8:16.
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The Prodigal's Return. "This my son was dead, and is alive
again; he was lost, and is found.” Luke 15:24.

11. Of what is Christian baptism an evidence?
“As many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put
on Christ.” Gal. 3:27.

NOTE.—In baptism, the water and the Spirit both bear witness
of God's acceptance. The same Spirit which, at Christ's
baptism, said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well
pleased,” witnesses to the acceptance of every sincere believer
at his baptism.

12. To what does the blood of Christ witness?

“These things write we unto you, that your joy may be full....
If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth
us from all sin.” 1 John 1:4-7. “In whom we have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.” Eph. 1:7. See also
Rev. 1:5, 6.

13. When may we find acceptance with God through Christ?

“l have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of
salvation have | succored thee: behold, now is the accepted time;
behold, now is the day of salvation.” 2 Cor. 6:2.

14. To whom, therefore, should we ascribe glory and honor?

“Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His
own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and His
Father; to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”
Rev. 1:5, 6.

15. What is another evidence of divine acceptance?

“We know that we have passed from death unto life, because
we love the brethren.” 1 John 3:14.

16. What blessed assurance is given all believers in Christ?

“And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” Phil. 4:7.
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Arise, my soul, arise,
Shake off thy guilty fears;
The bleeding Sacrifice
In my behalf appears;
Before the throne my Saviour stands,
My name is written on His hands.

Five bleeding wounds He bears,
Received on Calvary;
They pour effectual prayers,
They strongly speak for me.
Forgive him, O, forgive! they cry,
Nor let the contrite sinner die!
CHARLES WESLEY.



Justification By Faith

The Penitent Thief. "Thou shalt be with Me in paradise." Luke
23:43.

1. What is the ground of justification on God's part?

“That being justified by His grace, we should be made heirs
according to the hope of eternal life.” Titus 3:7.

2. What is the means through which this justifying grace is
made available to the sinner?

“Much more then, being now justified by His [Christ's] blood,
we shall be saved from wrath through Him.” Rom. 5:9.

3. How is justification laid hold upon?

“Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without
the deeds of the law.” Rom. 3:28.

4. What is the only way sinners may be justified, or made
righteous?

“Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law,
but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus
Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not
by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no
flesh be justified.” Gal. 2:16.
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5. What concrete example makes clear the meaning of this
doctrine?

“And He brought him [Abraham] forth abroad, and said, Look
now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number
them: and He said unto him, So shall thy seed be. And he believed
in the Lord; and He counted it to him for righteousness.” Gen.
15:5, 6.

6. How is the righteousness thus obtained described?

“And be found in Him, not having thine own righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ,
the righteousness which is of God by faith.” Phil. 3:9.

7. Upon what basis is justification granted?

“And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the
judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of
many offenses unto justification.” Rom. 5:16.

8. Upon what basis does the reward come to one who works?

“Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace,
but of debt.” Rom. 4:4.

9. Upon what condition is faith reckoned for righteousness?

“But to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.”
Verse 5.

10. How does grace, as the ground of justification, exclude
righteousness by works?

“And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace
is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace:
otherwise work is no more work.” Rom. 11:6.

11. In what way are both Jews and Gentiles to be justified?

“Is He the God of the Jews only? is He not also of the Gentiles?
Yes, of the Gentiles also: seeing it is one God, which shall justify
the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith.”
Rom. 3:29, 30.

12. What statement testifies to Abraham'’s faith in God?
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“He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief;
but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; and being fully
persuaded that what He had promised, He was able also to
perform.” Rom. 4:20, 21.

13. What did this bring to him?

“And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.” Verse
22.

14. How may we receive this same imputed righteousness?

“Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed
to him; but for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe
on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead.” Verses 23,
24,

15. Why must justifying faith lay hold upon both the death
and the resurrection of Christ?

“Who was delivered for our offenses, and was raised again
for our justification.” Verse 25. See 1 Cor. 15:17.

NoTe.—The resurrection of Christ, the promised Seed (Gal.
3:16), was necessary in order to fulfil to Abraham the promise
of an innumerable seed; and therefore Abraham's faith in
the promise of God, which included the resurrection, was
reckoned to him for righteousness. His faith laid hold upon
that which made imputed righteousness possible. See Heb.
11:17-19.

16. What is inseparable from the experience of justification
by faith?

“Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that
through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins:
and by Him all that believe are justified from all things, from
which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.” Acts 13:38,
39.

17. How has Christ made it possible for righteousness to be
imputed to the believer?
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“For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners,
so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.” Rom.
5:19.

18. What prophetic declaration foretold this truth?

“In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall
glory.” Isa. 45:25.

19. What other prediction asserts the same great truth?

“By His knowledge shall My righteous servant justify many;
for He shall bear their iniquities.” Isa. 5:11.

20. What does the imputed righteousness of Christ enable God
to do, and still be just?

“To declare, | say, at this time His righteousness: that He
might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.”
Rom. 3:26.

21. By what name is Christ appropriately called?

“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that | will raise unto
David arighteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and
shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. In His days Judah
shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely and this is His name
whereby He shall be called, THE LorD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Jer.
23:5, 6.

22. What blessed experience follows upon the acceptance of
Christ as our righteousness?

“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Rom. 5:1.

23. What does Christ thus become to the believer?

“For He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath
broken down the middle wall of partition between us.” Eph.
2:14.

24. On what basis is there no possibility of justification for
the sinner?

“Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be
justified in His sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.”
Rom. 3:20.



Justification By Faith 127

25. How does the death of Christ bear testimony to this?

“l do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come
by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.” Gal. 2:21.

26. What is proved by any attempt to be justified by the law?

“Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are
justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.” Gal. 5:4.

27. Why did Israel fail to attain unto righteousness?

“But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath
not attained to the law of righteousness. Wherefore? Because
they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the works of the law.
For they stumbled at that stumbling-stone.” Rom. 9:31, 32.

28. What is revealed by the law?

“By the law is the knowledge of sin.” Rom. 3:20

29. What bears witness to the genuineness of the righteousness
obtained by faith, apart from the deeds of the law?

“But now the righteousness of God without the law is
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets.” Verse
21.

30. Does faith set aside the law of God?

“Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid:
yea, we establish the law.” Verse 31.

31. What scripture shows that the righteousness which is
received by grace through faith must not be made an excuse for
continuing in sin?

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace
may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin,
live any longer therein?” Rom. 6:1, 2.

32. Does faith exclude works?

“But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is
dead?” James 2:20.

33. What is the evidence of genuine, living faith?

“Show me thy faith without thy works, and | will show thee
my faith by my works.” Verse 18.
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34. What, then, are the visible proofs of genuine justification
by faith?

“Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by
faith only.” Verse 24. See also verse 22.

35. What great exchange has been wrought for us in Christ?

“For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;
that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” 2 Cor.
5:21.

NoOTE.—Said Luther: “Learn to know Christ and Him cruci-
fied. Learn to sing a new song—to despair of your own works,
and to cry unto Him, Lord Jesus, Thou art my righteousness,
and | am Thy sin. Thou hast taken upon Thee what was mine,
and given to me what was Thine; what Thou wast not Thou
becamest, that | might become what | was not.”—D'Aubigne’s
“History of the Reformation,” book 2, chap. 8.

Look upon Jesus, sinless is He;
Father, impute His life unto me.

My life of scarlet, my sin and woe,
Cover with His life, whiter than snow.

Deep are the wounds transgression has made:
Red are the stains; my soul is afraid.

O to be covered, Jesus, with Thee,

Safe from the law that now judgeth me!

Longing the joy of pardon to know;
Jesus holds out a robe white as snow:
“Lord, I accept it! leaving my own,
Gladly I wear Thy pure life alone.”
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Reconciled by His death for my sin,
Justified by His life pure and clean,
Sanctified by obeying His word,
Glorified when returneth my Lord.

F. E. BELDEN.
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Righteousness And Life

The Lord Our Righteousness. "He that hath the Son hath life." 1
John 5:12.

1. What is assured to the believer in Christ?

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” John 3:16.

2. What is revealed in the gospel?

“For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith
to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.” Rom. 1:17.

3. What has Christ brought to light through the gospel?

“Who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel.” 2 Tim. 1:10.

4. How closely are righteousness and life thus united?

“In the way of righteousness is life; and in the pathway thereof
there is no death.” Prov. 12:28.

5. What does he find who follows after righteousness?

“He that followeth after righteousness and mercy findeth life,
righteousness, and honor.” Prov. 21:21.

6. Through what does grace reign unto eternal life?
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“That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace
reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our
Lord.” Rom. 5:21.

Healing The Lame Man. "In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth rise up and walk." Acts 3:6.

7. What is the very life of the Spirit?

“And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but
the Spirit is life because of righteousness.” Rom. 8:10.

8. What are the commandments of God declared to be?

“All Thy commandments are righteousness.” Ps. 119:172.

9. What did Jesus declare God's commandment to be?

“And | know that His commandment is life everlasting.” John
12:50.

NoTe.—Life and righteousness are thus shown to be insepa-
rable.
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10. What does the prophet Jeremiah declare Christ to be?

“And this is His name whereby He shall be called, THE LorD
OuR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Jer. 23:6.

11. What does Christ declare Himself to be?

“l am the way, the truth, and the life.” John 14:6.

12. How is righteousness received?

“For if by one man's offense death reigned by one; much
more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of
righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.” Rom. 5:17.

13. How is eternal life bestowed?

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Rom. 6:23.

14. What did Moses set forth as the basis of righteousness?

“And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do all these
commandments before the Lord our God, as He hath commanded
us.” Deut. 6:25.

15. What did Christ indicate as essential to eternal life?

“And He said unto him, Why callest thou Me good? there is
none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life,
keep the commandments.” Matt. 19:17.

NoTe.—The righteousness of God, which is obtained by faith
in Christ, brings with it the life of God, which is inseparably
connected with righteousness; and the life of God, which is
bestowed upon man as a gift through his faith in Christ, is a
life of righteousness,—the righteousness, or right-doing, of
Christ.



Consecration

The Carpenter's Son. "Let this mind be in you, which was also
in Christ Jesus."” Phil. 2:5.

1. What offering did King Hezekiah command to be made
when he reestablished the worship of the temple?

“And Hezekiah commanded to offer the burnt offering upon
the altar. And when the burnt offering began, the song of the
Lord began also with the trumpets, and with the instruments
ordained by David king of Israel.” 2 Chron. 29:27.

2. After the people had united in this service, how did
Hezekiah interpret its meaning?

“Then Hezekiah answered and said, Now ye have consecrated
yourselves unto the Lord, come near and bring sacrifices and
thank-offerings into the house of the Lord. And the congregation
brought in sacrifices and thank-offerings; and as many as were
of a free heart burnt offerings.” Verse 31.



[119]

134 Bible Readings for the Home Circle

NoTe.—The morning and the evening burnt offering, or
the continual offering (Ex. 29:42), symbolized the daily
consecration of the people to the Lord.

3. How is this consecration urged upon all Christians?

“| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God, which is your reasonable service.” Rom. 12:1.

4. What is the continual sacrifice of praise declared to be?

“Through Him then let us offer up a sacrifice of praise to God
continually, that is, the fruit of lips which make confession to
His name.” Heb. 13:15, R. V.

5. How is the service of consecration to be carried forward by
the Christian church?

“Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an
holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to
God by Jesus Christ.” 1 Peter 2:5.

6. Who has set the example of complete consecration?

“And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your
servant: even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto,
but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.” Matt.
20: 27, 28.

7. What position has Jesus taken among His brethren?

“For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that
serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he
that serveth.” Luke 22:27.

8. In what does likeness to Christ consist?

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.”
Phil. 2:5.

9. What did Christ's spirit of meekness and consecration lead
Him to do?

“But made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men.” Verse
7.
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10. To what extent did Christ humble Himself?

“And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself,
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”
Verse 8.

11. How does He exhort us to the same consecration?

“Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for | am meek
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” Matt.
11:29.

12. What does He make the condition of discipleship? [120]

“So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all
that he hath, he cannot be My disciple.” Luke 14:33.

13. What is proof that one does not belong to Christ?

“If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.”
Rom. 8:9.

14. How should he walk who professes to abide in Christ?

“He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk,
even as He walked.” 1 John 2:6.

15. Do we belong to ourselves?

“Know ye not that ... ye are not your own? for ye are bought
with a price.” 1 Cor. 6:19, 20.

16. What are we therefore exhorted to do?

“Therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which
are God's.” Verse 20.

NoTE.—Our time, strength, and means are God's, and should
be given to His service.

17. Of what are the bodies of Christians the temple?

“What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God?” Verse 19.

18. When truly consecrated, for what is one ready?

“Also | heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall |
send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.”
Isa. 6:8.

19. How is this willingness for service otherwise expressed?
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“Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their

masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress;
S0 our eyes wait upon the Lord our God.” Ps. 123:2.

Take my life, and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee!

Take my hands, and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love.

Take my feet, and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee;
Take my voice, and let me sing
Always, only, for my King.

Take my will, and make it Thine:
It shall be no longer mine!
Take my heart,—it is Thine own,—It
shall be Thy royal throne.
FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL.



Bible Election

The Ten Virgins. "They that were ready went in with him to the
marriage." Matt. 25:10.

1. What does the apostle Peter admonish us to do?
“Wherefore ... brethren, give diligence to make your calling
and election sure.” 2 Peter 1:10.

NOTE.—This text at once reveals the fact that our salvation,
so far as our own individual cases are concerned, is dependent
upon our own action. We are elected to be saved; but we are
to give diligence to make this election sure. If we do not, it
will not meet its purpose in our case, and we shall be lost.

2. What admonition given by Christ teaches the same truth?
“Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that
no man take thy crown.” Rev. 3:11.

NoTe.—Crowns have been prepared for each of the finally
redeemed. Every soul is a candidate in the race for eternal
life, and hence for a crown. Faith in Jesus, and perseverance
to the end, will hold it fast.
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3. Upon what condition is the crown of life promised?

“Be thou faithful unto death, and | will give thee a crown of
life.” Rev. 2:10.

4, In whom, and from what time, have we been chosen unto
holiness and salvation?

“According as He hath chosen us in Him [Christ] before the
foundation of the world.” Eph. 1:4, first part.

5. What is the character of those thus chosen before the
foundation of the world?

“That we should be holy and without blemish before Him in
love.” Same verse, last part, R. V.

6. To what has God foreordained those who attain to this
character?

“Having foreordained us unto adoption as sons through Jesus
Christ unto Himself.” Verse 5, R. V.

7. According to what does God call us?

“And we know that all things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called according to His
purpose.” Rom. 8:28.

8. According to what have we been predestinated?

“Being predestinated according to the purpose of Him who
worketh all things after the counsel of His own will.” Eph. 1:11.

9. How many does God desire to be saved?

“Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth.” 1 Tim. 2:4.

10. Upon what condition is salvation offered?

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”
Acts 16:31.

11. For how long must this faith be preserved in order to bring
final salvation?

“He that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.”
Matt. 24:13. See James 1:12; Rev. 2:10.

12. What scripture is sometimes cited as evidence that God is
arbitrary in His dealings with men?
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“Therefore hath He mercy on whom He will have mercy, and
whom He will He hardeneth.” Rom. 9:18.

13. But what other scripture shows with whom God wills to
be merciful, and with whom otherwise?

“With the merciful Thou wilt show Thyself merciful; with an
upright man Thou wilt show Thyself upright; with the pure Thou
wilt show Thyself pure; and with the froward Thou wilt show
Thyself froward.” Ps. 18:25, 26. See also Isa. 55:7.

NoTE.—God wills that men shall be saved. He has foreor-
dained the characters that will entitle men to salvation, but
He does not compel any one to receive Christ, possess this
character, and be saved. This is a matter of individual choice.
By His mighty acts and judgments in Egypt, God “hardened
Pharaoh's heart.” Ex. 7:3, 13, 22. But the same manifestations
softened the hearts of others. The difference was in the hearts,
and in the way God's message and dealings were received,;
not in God. The same sun which melts the wax hardens the
clay. Ex. 8:32 says that Pharaoh hardened his own heart.

14. What, on man's part, is essential to salvation?

“Choose ye this day whom ye will serve.” Joshua 24:15. “If
any man willeth to do His will, he shall know of the teaching.”
John 7:17, R. V. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved.” Acts 16:31. “Whosoever will, let him take the
water of life freely.” Rev. 22:17.

NoTE.—A man once wished to join a certain church, but said
he could not do so on account of the views this church held
on the subject of “election.” The minister to whom he was
sent for help and enlightenment, failing to make the matter
clear, an old colored man, a layman, came to the rescue, and
said: “Brother, this is the very easiest thing in the church.
You see, it is like this: The votin' is goin' on all the time;
and God, He is votin' for you; and the devil, he is votin'
agin you; and whichever way you vote, that is the way the
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election goes.” Commenting upon this incident, Rev. Wilbur
Chapman, the noted evangelist, says: “I have studied theology
some myself, and graduated at a theological seminary; but I
never got anything quite so good as that.”

15. In what fact may every believer rejoice?

“But rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” Luke
10:20, R. V.

16. Whose names are to be retained in the book of life?

“He that overcometh, ... | will not blot out his name out of the
book of life.” Rev. 3:5.

O, happy day! that fixed my choice
On Thee, My Saviour and my God;

Well may this glowing heart rejoice,
And tell its raptures all abroad.

"Tis done, the great transaction's done;
I am my Lord's, and he is mine;

He drew me, and | followed on,
Charmed to confess the voice divine.

Now rest, my long-divided heart,
Fixed on this blissful center rest;
Nor ever from thy Lord depart,
With Him of every good possessed.
PHILIP DODDRIDGE.
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Bible Sanctification

Moses At The Burning Bush. "The place whereon thou standest
is holy ground." Ex. 3:5.

1. What inspired prayer sets the standard of Christian
experience?

“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and | pray
God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Thess. 5:23.

2. How necessary is the experience of sanctification?

“Follow after peace with all men, and the sanctification without
which no man shall see the Lord.” Heb. 12:14, R. V.

3. What encouragement is held out as an aid in attaining this
experience?

“For this is the will of God, even your sanctification.” 1 Thess.
4:3.

NoTe.—Whatever is the will of God concerning us can be
realized in our experience if our wills are in harmony with
His will. It is therefore a matter of great encouragement to
know that our sanctification is included in the will of God.

4. What distinct purpose did Christ have in giving Himself for
the church?
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“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word.” Eph. 5:25, 26.

5. What kind of church would He thus be able to present to
Himself?

“That He might present it to Himself a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be
holy and without blemish.” Verse 27.

6. In the experience of sanctification, what attitude must one
assume toward the truth?

“God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.” 2 Thess. 2:13.

7. What instruction shows that sanctification is a progressive
work?

“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 3:18. See chap. 1:5-7.

8. What description of the apostle Paul's experience is in
harmony with this?

“Brethren, | count not myself to have apprehended: but this
one thing | do, forgetting those things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto those things which are before, | press toward
the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
Phil. 3:13, 14.

9. By what is this cleansing from sin and fitting for God's
service accomplished?

“For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an
heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the
flesh: how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your
conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”” Heb. 9:13,
14. See also chap. 10:29.

10. What change is thus brought about?
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“And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” Rom. 12:2.

11. Can any one boast of sinlessness?

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.” 1 John 1:8.

12. What are we exhorted by the prophet to seek?

“Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which have
wrought His judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it
may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord's anger.” Zeph. 2:3.

13. In whose name should everything be done?

“And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus.” Col. 3:17.

14. In all we do, whose glory should we have in view?

“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do
all to the glory of God.” 1 Cor. 10:31.

15. What classes of persons are necessarily shut out of the
kingdom of God?

“For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person,
nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the
kingdom of Christ and of God.” Eph. 5:5. “Know ye not that
the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not
deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves,
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall
inherit the kingdom of God.” 1 Cor. 6:9, 10.

16. What must be crucified and eliminated from our lives if
we would be holy?

“Mortify therefore your members which are upon the
earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil
concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: for which
things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of
disobedience.” Col. 3:5, 6.
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17. When purged from these sins, in what condition is a man,
and for what is he prepared?

“If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a
vessel unto honor, sanctified, and meet for the Master's use, and
prepared unto every good work.” 2 Tim. 2:21.

NoTE.—*“Sanctification is the term used to describe the work
of God the Holy Ghost upon the character of those who are
justified. We are justified in order that we may be sanctified,
and we are sanctified in order that we may be glorified.
‘Whom He justified, them He also glorified." Rom. 8:30.
The grace of God is given to make us holy, and so to fit us
for God's presence in eternity; for 'without holiness no man
shall see the Lord.” Heb. 12:14.”—"The Catholic Religion”
(Episcopal), by Rev. Vernon Staley, page 327.



Importance Of Sound Doctrine

Ezra Reading The Law. "Prove all things; hold fast that which is
good." 1 Thess. 5:21.

1. Does it matter what one believes, so long as he is sincere?
“God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.” 2 Thess. 2:13.

NoTe.—Doctrine affects the life. Truth leads to life and God;
error to death and destruction. No one would think of saying
it matters not what god one worships, so long as he is sincere,
any more than he would think of saying it matters not what
one eats or drinks, so long as he relishes what he eats and
drinks; or what road he travels, so long as he thinks he is on
the right road. Sincerity is a virtue; but it is not the test of
sound doctrine. God wills that we shall know the truth, and
He has made provision whereby we may know what is truth.

2. Did Joshua think it immaterial what God Israel served?

“Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve Him in sincerity and
in truth: and put away the gods which your fathers served on
the other side of the flood and in Egypt; and serve ye the Lord.
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And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this
day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers
served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house,
we will serve the Lord.” Joshua 24:14, 15.

NoTe.—The influence of all idolatrous worship is degrading.
See Rom. 1:21-32; Numbers 15; 1 Cor. 10:20; 1 John 5:21.

3. How may we determine the truthfulness of any doctrine?

“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” 1 Thess. 5:21.

4. By what should we test, or prove, all doctrine?

“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according
to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” Isa. 8:20.

NoOTE.—The Bible is the test of all doctrine. Whatever does
not harmonize and square with this, is not to be received.
“There is but one standard of the everlastingly right and the
everlastingly wrong, and that is the Bible.”—T. DE WITT
TALMAGE.

5. Of what kind of doctrines should we beware?

“That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro,
and carried about with every wind of doctrine.” Eph. 4:14. See
also Heb. 13:9.

6. What is a “wind of doctrine”?

“And the prophets shall become wind; and the word is not in
them.” Jer. 5:13.

NoTe.—Calling a doctrine a wind of doctrine does not make
it such. That is a wind of doctrine which is not sustained by
the Word of God.

7. For what is all scripture profitable?
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine.” 2 Tim. 3:16.
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8. What advice was given to Timothy while preparing for the
gospel ministry?

“Till 1 come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to
doctrine.... Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine.” 1
Tim. 4:13-16.

9. What solemn charge was given him concerning his public
work?

“| charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall judge the quick and the dead at His appearing and His
kingdom; Preach the word; ... reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
long-suffering and doctrine.” 2 Tim. 4:1, 2.

10. Why did the apostle say this duty was so imperative?

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears
from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” Verses 3, 4.

11. What similar instruction was given to Titus?

“But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine: ...
in all things showing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine
showing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity.” Titus 2:1-7.

12. What will sound doctrine enable the faithful teacher to do?

“Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he
may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince
the gainsayers.” Titus 1:9.

13. What danger attends the teaching of false doctrine?

“Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the
resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some.” 2
Tim. 2:18.

14. Who are the disciples of Jesus, and what gracious work
does the truth do for those who receive it?

“If ye continue in My word, then are ye My disciples indeed;
and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
John 8:31, 32.

15. Through what are they to be sanctified?

[129]



[130]

148 Bible Readings for the Home Circle

“Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word is truth.” John
17:17.

16. What kind of worship results from false teaching?

“But in vain they do worship Me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men.” Matt. 15:9.

17. Can we close our ears to truth, and remain innocent before
God?

“He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his
prayer shall be abomination.” Prov. 28:9.

18. What did Christ say of those who will to do God's will?

“If any man willeth to do His will, he shall know of the
teaching, whether it be of God, or whether I speak from Myself.”
John 7:17, R. V. See also Ps. 25: 9; John 8:12.

19. What will God allow to come to those who reject truth?

“Because they receive not the love of the truth, that they might
be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion,
that they should believe a lie: that they all might be damned who
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 2
Thess. 2:10-12.

20. By what doctrines are some to be misled in the last days?

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits,
and doctrines of devils.” 1 Tim. 4:1. See 2 Peter 2:1.

21. What fate awaits blind teachers and their followers?

“Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the
blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.” Matt. 15:14.

22. To whom will the gates of the heavenly city finally be
opened?

“Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth
the truth may enter in.” Isa. 26:2. See also Rev. 22:14.
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Truth is the gem for which we seek,
O tell us where shall it be found!

For this we search, and pray, and weep,
That truth may in our hearts abound.

We want the truth on every point,
We want it all to practise by;
Do thou, O Lord, our eyes anoint
With a fresh unction from on high.
CHARLOTTE HASKINS.
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Present Truth

Nehemiah Viewing The Ruins Of Jerusalem. "And they said,
Let us rise up and build." Neh. 2:18.

1. By what are men sanctified?

“Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word is truth.” John
17:17.

2. To what knowledge would God have all men come?

“Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth.” 1 Tim. 2:4.

3. After receiving a knowledge of the truth, what must one do
in order to be sanctified by it?

“God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.” 2 Thess. 2:13.
4. And what besides a mere belief in the truth is necessary?

“Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father,
through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience.” 1 Peter 1:2.

5. What effect does obedience to the truth have?

“Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth
through the Spirit.” Verse 22.

6. How should the truth ever be cherished?

“Buy the truth, and sell it not.” Prov. 23:23.
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NoTE.—That is, buy the truth at whatever sacrifice or cost,
and sell it under no consideration.

7. Does the Bible recognize what may be called “present
truth”?

“Wherefore | will not be negligent to put you always in
remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be
established in the present truth.” 2 Peter 1:12.

NoOTE.—Some truths are applicable in all ages, and are there-
fore present truth for every generation; others are of a special
character, and are applicable to only one generation. They
are none the less important, however, because of this; for
upon their acceptance or rejection depends the salvation or
loss of the people of that generation. Of this kind was Noah's
message of a coming flood. To the generation to whom it was
preached that message was present truth; to later generations
it has been past truth, and not a present, testing message.
Similarly, had the first advent message of John the Baptist, of
the Messiah at hand, been proclaimed in the generation either
before or after John's time, it would not have been applica-
ble—would not have been present truth. The people of the
generation before would not have lived to see it fulfilled, and
to those living after, it would have been wrongly timed. Not
so with general truths, such as love, faith, hope, repentance,
obedience, justice, and mercy. These are always in season,
and of a saving nature at all times. Present truths, however,
always include all these, and hence are saving in character,
and of vital importance.

8. What was the special message for Noah's day?

“And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before
Me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and,
behold, I will destroy them with the earth. Make thee an ark of
gopherwood.” Gen. 6:13, 14.

9. How did Noah show his faith in this message?
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“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as
yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house;
by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the
righteousness which is by faith.” Heb. 11.7.

10. How many were saved in the ark?

“The long-suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while
the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were
saved by water.” 1 Peter 3:20.

NoTe.—Doubtless many who were lost in the flood held,
in a nominal way, to faith in God; but the test as to the
genuineness of this came with Noah's special message; and the
difference between their faith and his was made plain when
they rejected the saving truth for that time,—the warning
message concerning the coming flood.

11. What special message was given to Jonah for Nineveh?

“So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the
word of the Lord.... And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's
journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall
be overthrown.” Jonah 3:3, 4.

12. What saved the people from the predicted overthrow?

“So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a
fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the
least of them.... And God saw their works, that they turned from
their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that He had said that
He would do unto them; and He did it not.” Verses 5-10. See Jer.
18:7-10.

NoTE.—So likewise would God have spared the antediluvian
world had they received Noah's message, and turned from
their evil ways.

13. What was the special mission of John the Baptist?
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“There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The
same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all
men through Him might believe.” John 1:6, 7.

14. What answer did he return when asked concerning his
mission?

“He said, | am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make
straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.” Verse
23.

15. What did Christ say of those who rejected John's message?

“But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God
against themselves, being not baptized of him.” Luke 7:30.

16. What did those do who were baptized of John?

“And all the people that heard Him, and the publicans, justified
God, being baptized with the baptism of John.” Verse 29.

NoTE.—That is, they honored God by this act, which showed
their faith in His truth for that time.

17. Did God's chosen people receive Christ when He came?

“He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.” John
1:11.

18. What reason did they give for not receiving Him?

“We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fellow, we
know not from whence He is.” John 9:29.

NoOTE.—That was the trouble; they had no faith in anything
new. They knew that God spoke by Moses: it required little
faith to believe that. They felt perfectly safe in accepting
him, for everything had demonstrated that he was sent of
God. All could see that. But here was One whom, although
He had come in fulfilment of the prophecies of Moses and
the prophets as their long-looked-for Messiah, they felt there
was a risk in accepting, because they did not understand the
prophecies relating to Him, and time had not worked out to
their satisfaction the truthfulness of His claims. It required too
much faith, as against their desire to walk by sight, to accept

[134]
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Christ. It also called for a change of views in some things, and
a reformation in life. So they rejected Him. They believed
in the flood, faith in which had saved Noah; they believed in
Elijah also, and professed faith in all the prophets; but when it
came to this special truth for their time, they refused to accept
it. Thus it has been in all ages, and thus we may expect it to
continue to be to the end.

19. How did Christ say those who rejected Him reasoned?

“Ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchers
of the righteous, and say, If we had been in the days of our fathers,
we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the
prophets.” Matt. 23:29, 30.

NoTe.—While they condemned the action of their fathers
in slaying the prophets whom God had sent with messages
of reproof and warning applicable to those times, they soon
filled up the measure of the iniquity of their fathers by putting
to death the Son of God. This showed that they would have
done as did their fathers had they lived in their day. Thus we
see that present truths are testing truths.

20. What was the result of the Jews' not accepting Christ?

“And when He was come near, He beheld the city, and wept
over it, saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this
thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they
are hid from thine eyes.” Luke 19:41, 42. “Behold, your house is
left unto you desolate.” Matt. 23:38.

21. Is there to be a special message for the last days?

“Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think
not the Son of man cometh. Who then is a faithful and wise
servant, whom his Lord hath made ruler over his household, to
give them meat in due season?” Matt. 24.44, 45.

NoTE.—In the last days a message will go forth which
will be “meat in due season” to the people. This must be
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the warning concerning the Lord's soon coming, and the
preparation necessary to meet Him. Because such a message
was not always preached, is no evidence that it is not now
to be proclaimed. In his farewell address to the Pilgrim
Fathers on their departure from Holland for America, John
Robinson said: “The Lord knoweth whether I shall ever see
your faces more; but whether the Lord hath appointed that
or not, | charge you before God and His blessed angels to
follow me no farther than | have followed Christ. If God
should reveal anything to you by any other instrument of His,
be as ready to receive it as you ever were to receive any truth
by my ministry; for | am very confident that the Lord hath
more truth and light yet to break forth out of His Holy Word.
For my part, | cannot sufficiently bewail the condition of the
Reformed churches, who are come to a period in religion, and
will go no farther than the instruments of their reformation.
The Lutherans cannot be drawn to go any farther than what
Luther saw; and the Calvinists, you see, stick fast where they
were left by that great man of God, who yet saw not all things.
This is a misery much to be lamented; for though they were
burning and shining lights in their time, yet they penetrated
not into the whole counsel of God, but were they now living,
would be as willing to embrace further light as that which
they first received.”

[135]
22. What does Christ say of that servant who, when He comes,

is found giving “meat in due season”?
“Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall

find so doing.” Verse 46.

NoTES.—The coming of Christ in glory has been the hope of
the faithful in all ages.

Luther declared: “I persuade myself verily, that the day of
judgment will not be absent full three hundred years. God will
not, cannot, suffer this wicked world much longer. The great
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day is drawing near in which the kingdom of abominations
shall be overthrown.”

Melanchthon said: “This aged world is not far from its
end.”

Calvin bade Christians “not to hesitate, ardently desiring
the day of Christ's coming as of all events most auspicious;”
and declared that “the whole human family of the faithful will
keep in view that day.” “We must hunger after Christ, we
must seek, contemplate,” he adds, “till the dawning of that
great day, when our Lord will fully manifest the glory of His
kingdom.”

Said Knox, the Scotch Reformer: “Has not our Lord Jesus
carried up our flesh into heaven? and shall He not return? We
know that He shall return, and that with expedition.”

Ridley and Latimer, who laid down their lives for the
truth, looked in faith for the Lord's coming. Ridley wrote:
“The world without doubt—this I do believe, and therefore |
say it—draws to an end.”

Said Baxter: “The thoughts of the coming of the Lord are
most sweet and joyful to me. It is the work of faith and the
character of His saints to love His appearing, and to look for
that blessed hope.”

23. What will be the burden of the closing gospel message?

“Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment
is come: and worship Him that made heaven, and earth, and the
sea, and the fountains of waters.... Babylon is fallen, is fallen....
If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark
in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine
of the wrath of God.” Rev. 14:7-10.

24. How are those described who accept this message?

“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” Verse 12.

25. How earnestly is this work to be prosecuted?
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“And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways
and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be
filled.” Luke 14:23.

NoOTE.—This work is now going on. In every part of the world
the sound of this closing gospel message is being heard, and
the people are being urged to accept it, and to prepare for
Christ's coming and kingdom. See readings on pages 251-263.

[136]
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The Obedience Of Faith

Abraham Entering The Promised Land. "By faith Abraham,
when he was called to go out ... obeyed." Heb. 11:8.

1. What did the Lord command Abraham to do?

“Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto
a land that I will show thee.” Gen. 12:1.

2. How did Abraham respond to this command?

“So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him; and
Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old
when he departed out of Haran.” Verse 4.

3. Of what was Abraham's obedience the fruit?

“By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed to go out
unto a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he
went out, not knowing whither he went.” Heb. 11:8, R. V.

4. What command did the Lord later give to Abraham?

“And He said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom
thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him
therefor a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which 1 will
tell thee of.” Gen. 22:2.
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5. Upon what ground were the previous promises then renewed
to Abraham?

“And said, By Myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because
thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine
only son: that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying |
will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand
which is upon the seashore; and thy seed shall possess the gate
of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all the nations of the world
be blessed; because thou hast obeyed My voice.” Verses 16-18.

6. What enabled Abraham to endure the test?

“By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and
he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten
son.” Heb. 11:17.

7. Of what were the works of Abraham an evidence?

“Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had
offered Isaac his son upon the altar?” James 2:21.

8. By his works what was shown to be perfect?

“Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works
was faith made perfect?” Verse 22.

9. In what statement of the scripture was Abraham's obedience
really implied?

“And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed
God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was
called the Friend of God.” Verse 23.

10. What kind of faith avails with God?

“For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth anything,
nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.” Gal. 5:6.

NoTe.—The faith which justifies is the faith which works.
Those who say, and do not, are not men of faith. The
obedience which is pleasing to God is the fruit of that faith
which takes God at His word, and submits to the working of
His power, being fully assured that what He has promised He
is able also to perform. This is the faith which is reckoned for
righteousness. See Rom. 4:21, 22.
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11. For what purpose is the mystery of the gospel made
manifest?

“But now [the mystery] is made manifest, and by the scriptures
of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting
God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith.” Rom.
16:26.

12. For what purpose is the grace of Christ received?

“Through whom we received grace and apostleship, unto
obedience of faith among all the nations, for His name's sake.”
Rom. 1:5, R. V.

13. What example of obedience has Christ set for us?

“And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself,
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”
Phil. 2:8.

14. At what cost did even He learn the lesson of obedience?

“Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the
things which He suffered.” Heb. 5:8.

15. To whom did Christ become the author of salvation?

“And being made perfect, He became the author of eternal
salvation unto all them that obey Him.” Verse 9.

16. How complete should this obedience be?

“Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth
itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity
every thought to the obedience of Christ.” 2 Cor. 10:5.

17. What effect did the preaching of the apostles have upon
the hearers?

“And the word of God increased; and the number of the
disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company
of the priests were obedient to the faith.” Acts 6:7.

18. What effect did the preaching of the apostle Paul have
upon the Gentiles?

“For | will not dare to speak of any of those things which
Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient,
by word and deed.” Rom. 15:18.
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19. How highly does God regard obedience?

“And Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to harken than the
fat of rams.” 1 Sam. 15:22.

20. With what sins are rebellion and stubbornness classed?

“For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is
as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of
the Lord, He hath also rejected thee from being king.” Verse 23.

iR =

Ruth And Naomi. "Thy people shall be my people, and thy God
my God." Ruth 1:16.

21. Whose voice had more weight with Saul than had the
commandment of God?

[139]
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“And Saul said unto Samuel, | have sinned: for | have
transgressed the commandment of the Lord, and thy words:
because | feared the people, and obeyed their voice.” Verse 24.

22. What charge did Jesus bring against the Pharisees?

“And He said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment
of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.” Mark 7:9.

NoTe.—Human tradition is simply the voice of man preserved
in the church. To follow the traditions of men instead of
obeying the commandments of God is to repeat the sin of
Saul.

23. What will be the fate of those who do not obey the gospel
of Christ?

“And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 2 Thess. 1:7,
8.

24. What condition is attained in obeying the truth?

“Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth
through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that
ye love one another with a pure heart fervently.” 1 Peter 1:22.

25. What promise is made to the obedient?

“If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the
land.” Isa. 1:19.

26. Whose example are we urged to imitate?

“That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through
faith and patience inherit the promises.” Heb. 6:12.

To obey is better than sacrifice, the Lord hath said,;
To harken when He commandeth, than an offering made.
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All ye who say, “There is naught to do since Christ doth
save,”

Remember what He commands you in the Book He gave.

Remember only the doers of the word are blessed:;
"Tis well to hear and believe it, but to do is best.

F. E. BELDEN.
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Part V. Life, Parables, and Miracles
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Immanuel—God With Us. "In the beginning was the Word....
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” John
1:1-14. "He Was Wounded For Our Transgressions, He Was
Bruised For Our Iniquities: The Chastisement Of Our Peace Was

14 Upon Him; And With His Stripes We Are Healed." Isa. 53:5.



Birth, Childhood, And Early Life Of Christ

The Flight Into Egypt. "Arise, ... and flee into Egypt." Matt.
2:13.

1. In what promise was a Saviour from sin first revealed?

“And the Lord said unto the serpent, ... | will put enmity
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise His heel.”
Gen. 3:14, 15.

2. Through whom was a restoration of the lost dominion
promised to Abraham?

“To thee will I give it, and to thy seed forever.” Gen. 13:15.

3. Who was this promised seed?

“He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to
thy seed, which is Christ.” Gal. 3:16.

4. Where was Christ to be born?

“And ... he [Herod] demanded of them where Christ should
be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judea.” Matt.
2:4-6. See Micah 5:2.

5. Of whom was Christ to be born?

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call
His name Immanuel.” Isa. 7:14.
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NoTE.—Immanuel means “God with us.” See Matt. 1:23.

6. Before His birth, what did the angel say to Joseph concerning
the naming of the child?

“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call His name
Jesus: for He shall save His people from their sins.” Matt. 1:21.

7. At His birth, what message did the angel bring to the
shepherds abiding in the field?

“And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, | bring
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:10, 11.

8. In what song of praise did a host of angels join?

“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” Verses 13,
14.

9. What prophecy of Isaiah was fulfilled at Christ's birth?

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon His shoulder.” Isa. 9:6.

10. What did the prophet say His name should be called?

“And His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of
the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end.”
Verses 6, 7.

11. What did the devout Simeon say when he saw the child
Jesus?

“And when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for
Him after the custom of the law, then took he Him up in his
arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord, now lettest Thou Thy
servant depart in peace, according to Thy word: for mine eyes
have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the
face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of
Thy people Israel.” Luke 2:27-32.
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12. How did the aged prophetess Anna express herself at the
sight of Jesus?

“And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the
Lord, and spake of Him to all them that looked for redemption
in Jerusalem.” Verse 38.

13. What did the wise men of the East do when they had found
Jesus?

“When they were come into the house, they saw the young
child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshiped Him:
and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto
Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.” Matt. 2:11.

ey

The Visit Of The Shepherds. "And they came with haste, and
found ... the babe lying in a manger." Luke 2:16.

14. How came Jesus to live for a time in Egypt?
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“And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young
child, and His mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there
until 1 bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to
destroy Him.” Verse 13.

15. How does the revelator describe this satanic desire to
destroy Christ?

“And the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to
be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.” Rev.
12:4.

16. By what means did Herod seek to destroy Christ?

“Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise
men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the
children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof,
from two years old and under.” Matt. 2:16.

17. After Herod's death, where did Joseph and his family live?

“And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be
called a Nazarene.” Verse 23.

18. What is said of Christ's childhood and early life?

“And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with
wisdom: and the grace of God was upon Him.... And He went
down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto
them.” Luke 2:40-51.

19. Upon returning from a feast at Jerusalem, how came
Joseph and Mary to lose Jesus when He was twelve years old?

“But they, supposing Him to have been in the company, went
a day's journey; and they sought Him among their kinsfolk and
acquaintance. And when they found Him not, they turned back
again to Jerusalem, seeking Him.” Verses 44, 45.

NoTE.—This is how many lose Jesus today. They suppose
He is in their company, but do not see to it that He is with
them personally. Through carelessness it takes but a day to
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lose Him; but, when once lost, it sometimes takes days of
sorrowful searching, as it did Joseph and Mary, to find Him
again.

20. What was Jesus doing when they found Him?

“And it came to pass, that after three days they found Him in
the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them,
and asking them questions.” Verse 46.

21. How did His questions and answers impress those who
heard Him?

“And all that heard Him were astonished at His understanding
and answers.” Verse 47.

22. With what words do the Scriptures conclude the record of
Christ's early life?

“And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with
God and man.” Verse 52.

NoTe.—Christ's early life is a pattern for all children and
youth. It was marked by respect and love for His mother.
He was obedient to His parents, and kind to all. He hated
sin, and to every temptation turned a deaf ear. He sought to
understand the reason of things, and so increased in knowledge
and wisdom. He was sympathetic and tender-hearted, and
ever ready to relieve the oppressed, the sorrowing, and the
suffering. If we love Christ, we shall love to talk of Him; our
sweetest thoughts will be of Him; and by beholding Him we
shall be changed into the same image. See note on page 98.

All praise to Thee, eternal Lord,

Clothed in a garb of flesh and blood;
Choosing a manger for Thy throne,
While worlds on worlds are Thine alone!
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Once did the skies before Thee bow;
A virgin's arms contain Thee now:
Angels, who did in Thee rejoice,
Now listen to Thine infant voice.

A little child, Thou art our guest,

That weary ones in Thee may rest;
Forlorn and lowly is Thy birth,

That we may rise to heaven from earth.

Thou comest in the darksome night

To make us children of the light;

To make us, in the realms divine,

Like Thine own angels round Thee shine.

All this for us Thy love hath done;
By this to Thee our life is won;

For this we tune our cheerful lays,
And tell our thanks in songs of praise.

MARTIN LUTHER.



Christ's Ministry

Nazareth. "Who went about doing good, and healing all that
were oppressed of the devil." Acts 10:38.

1. With what words had John the Baptist announced Christ's
ministry?

“He that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes | am
not worthy to bear: He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost
and with fire.” Matt. 3:11.

2. How old was Jesus when He began His ministry?

“And Jesus Himself began to be about thirty years of age.”
Luke 3:23.

3. By what act and what miraculous manifestations was His
ministry opened?

“And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from
Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan. And
straightway coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens
opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon Him: and
there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Mark 1:9-11.

4. Before entering upon His ministry, through what experience
did Jesus pass?

“And immediately the Spirit driveth Him into the wilderness.
And He was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan;
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and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto
Him.” Verses 12, 13. See also Matt. 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13.

5. With what was Jesus anointed for His work?

“How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost
and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that
were oppressed of the devil; for God was with Him.” Acts 10:38.

6. Where did Jesus begin His ministry?

“And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee:
and there went out a fame of Him through all the region round
about. And He taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.”
Luke 4:14, 15.

7. How did He announce His mission while at Nazareth?

“And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up:
and, as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the
Sabbath day, and stood up for to read. And there was delivered
unto Him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when He had
opened the book, He found the place where it was written,
The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed
Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal
the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are
bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.... And He
began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your
ears.” Verses 16-21.

8. How were the people impressed with His preaching?

“And all bare Him witness, and wondered at the gracious
words which proceeded out of His mouth.” Verse 22.

9. Why were the people at Capernaum astonished at His
teaching?

“And [He] came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and
taught them on the Sabbath days. And they were astonished at
His doctrine: for His word was with power.” Verses 31, 32.

10. Wherein did His teaching differ from that of the scribes?
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“And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the
people were astonished at His doctrine: for He taught them as
one having authority, and not as the scribes.” Matt. 7:28, 29.

11. How did the common people receive Christ?

“And the common people heard Him gladly.” Mark 12:37.

12. In His ministry, what work was closely associated with
His preaching?

“And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and
healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among
the people.” Matt. 4:23.

NoOTE.—In His ministry, Christ combined plain, practical
teaching with practical, helpful relief work.

13. How extensive was His fame, and how many were
attracted to Him?

“And His fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought
unto Him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases
and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and
those which were lunatic, and those that had the palsy; and He
healed them. And there followed Him great multitudes of people
from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from
Judea, and from beyond Jordan.” Verses 24, 25.

14. What expression used frequently in narrating His ministry
shows Christ's deep sympathy with mankind?

“But when He saw the multitude, He was moved with
compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.” “And Jesus went forth,
and saw a great multitude, and was moved with compassion
toward them, and He healed their sick.” Matt. 9:36; 14:14.

15. In what few words did Christ sum up the object of His
ministry?

“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which
was lost.” Luke 19:10.
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16. How did Christ feel over the impenitence of Jerusalem?
“And when He was come near, He beheld the city, and wept
over it.” Luke 19:41.

NOTE.—In no other place did Christ appear so much a re-
former as in Jerusalem, the headquarters of the Jewish religion,
which religion, though having come from Christ Himself, had
degenerated into mere formalism and a round of ceremony.
Both the beginning and the close of His ministry here was
marked by a cleansing of the temple. See John 2:13-18 and
Matt. 21:12-16.

O blessed Christ! my Strength, my King,
He is my comfort and my stay;
In Him | hope, of Him I sing,
While toiling o'er life's rugged way.
Chiefest among ten thousand He,
For Christ, my King, is all to me.

MRS. L. D. AVERY-STUTTLE.
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Christ Teaching The Multitude. "Never man spake like this
man." John 7:46.

1. What report did the officers bring who were sent out by the
chief priests and Pharisees to take Jesus?

“Never man spake like this man.” John 7:46.

2. How did Christ teach the people?

“He taught them as one having authority, and not as the
scribes.” Matt. 7:29.

NoTE.—"“The teaching of the scribes and elders was cold and
formal, like a lesson learned by rote. To them the Word of God
possessed no vital power. Their own ideas and traditions were
substituted for its teaching. In the accustomed round of service
they professed to explain the law, but no inspiration from God
stirred their own hearts or the hearts of their hearers.”

3. Why was Christ's preaching so impressive?

“For His word was with power.” Luke 4:32.

4. With what was He filled?

“And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan,
and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness.” Verse 1.
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5. How freely was the Holy Spirit bestowed upon Him?

“For He whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for
God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto Him.” John 3:34.

6. How had Christ's teaching by parables been foretold?

“I will open My mouth in a parable: | will utter dark sayings
of old.” Ps. 78:2.

7. How was this fulfilled?

“Without a parable spake He not unto them.” Matt. 13:34.

8. What question did Christ's wonderful teaching call forth?

“And when He was come into His own country, He taught
them in their synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished,
and said, Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty
works?” Verse 54.

9. What did Isaiah say Christ would do with the law?

“He will magnify the law, and make it honorable.” Isa. 42:21.

10. Because some thought He had come to destroy the law,
what did Christ say?

“Think not that | am come to destroy the law, or the prophets:
I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily | say unto
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no
wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore
shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach
men so, he shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven: but
whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great
in the kingdom of heaven. For | say unto you, That except your
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven.”
Matt. 5:17-20.

11. What testimony did Nicodemus bear concerning Him?

“Rabbi, we know that Thou art a teacher come from God: for
no man can do these miracles that Thou doest, except God be
with him.” John 3:2.

12. What did Christ's words at Jacob's well lead the woman of
Samaria to ask?
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“The woman then left her water-pot, and went her way into
the city, and saith to the men, Come, see a man which told me
all things that ever 1 did: is not this the Christ?” John 4:28, 29.

13. How were the two on the way to Emmaus affected by
Christ's conversation with them?

“And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within
us, while He talked with us by the way, and while He opened to
us the Scriptures?” Luke 24:32.

14. In His teaching, to what did Christ direct attention?

“And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded
unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself.”
“And He said unto them, These are the words which | spake
unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be
fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the
prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning Me. Then opened He
their understanding, that they might understand the Scriptures.”
Verses 27, 44, 45.

15. How did He encourage His disciples to look for the
fulfilment of prophecy?

“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation,
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso
readeth, let him understand:) then let them which be in Judea
flee into the mountains.” Matt. 24:15, 16.

NoTe.—Christ was a faithful student, a consistent user, and a
perfect expounder, of the Scriptures. He met temptation with
the Scriptures; He proved His Messiahship by the Scriptures;
He taught from the Scriptures; and He told His disciples to
look to the Scriptures as their counselor and guide for the
future.

[153]
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Blest they who seek

While in their youth,

With spirit meek,

The way of truth.
To them the Sacred Scriptures now display
Christ as the only true and living way;
His precious blood on Calvary was given
To make them heirs of bliss in heaven.
And e'en on earth the child of God can trace
The blessings of his Saviour's grace.

For them He bore

His Father's frown;

For them He wore

The thorny crown;

Nailed to the cross,

Endured its pain,

That His life's loss

Might be their gain.

Then haste to choose

That better part,

Nor e'en refuse

The Lord thy heart,

Lest He declare,

“l know you not,”

And deep despair

Should be your lot.
Now look to Jesus, who on Calvary died,
And trust on Him who there was crucified.
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Lessons From Nature. "Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow." Matt. 6:28.

1. What reference is made in the Psalms to Christ's use of
parables?

“I will open My mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings
of old.” Ps. 78:2.

NOTE.—A parable primarily means a comparison or simili-
tude; specifically it is a short story or narrative drawn from
life or nature, by means of which some important lesson is
taught, or some moral drawn.

2. From what sources did Christ usually draw His parables?

From nature and from every-day experiences.

3. For what are His parables noted?

“Our Saviour's parables are distinguished above all others
for clearness, purity, chasteness, intelligibility, importance of
instruction, and simplicity. They are taken mostly from the
affairs of common life, and are intelligible, therefore, to all
men.”—Dr. Albert Barnes, on Matt. 13:3.

4. Following one of His parables, what did Christ say?

“Who hath ears to hear let him hear.” Matt. 13:9.
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5. What question did the disciples then ask?

“And the disciples came, and said unto Him, Why speakest
Thou unto them in parables?” Verse 10.

6. What reply did Christ make?

“He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto
you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them
it is not given. For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he
shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him
shall be taken away even that he hath. Therefore speak | to them
in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear
not, neither do they understand.” Verses 11-13.

NoTe.—Christ's object, therefore, in using parables was
to teach the mysteries, or truths, of the kingdom of
heaven,—truths not necessarily difficult to understand, but
which had long been hidden or obscured by sin, apostasy, and
tradition,—in such a way that the spiritually minded and those
desirous of learning the truth, might understand them, and
the worldly-minded and unwilling would not. When asked
the meaning of any parable, Christ readily explained it to His
disciples. See Luke 8:9-15; Matt. 13:36-43; Mark 4:33,34.

7. After giving instruction by the use of parables, what
question did Christ ask His disciples?

“Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood all these things?
They say unto Him, Yea, Lord.” Verse 51.

8. How extensively did Christ make use of parables?

“All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables;
and without a parable spake He not unto them.” Verse 34.

NoTe.—Parables are simply stories. All, youngand old, like to
hear a story. Story-telling is one of the most successful means
of awakening an interest, securing attention, and teaching,
illustrating, and enforcing important truths. Christ, the greatest
of all teachers, recognized this, and therefore made constant
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use of this method of instruction. See reading on “Preaching
the Gospel,” page 631.

9. How did Christ suggest that His disciples follow His
example in teaching gospel truth?

“Then said He unto them, Therefore every scribe which is
instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is
an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things
new and old.” Verse 52.

10. Which are some of the most touching and soul-winning of
Christ's parables?

The parable of the lost sheep, and that of the prodigal son.
Luke 15:3-7, 11-32.

NoTe.—Each parable is designed to teach some one great
and important truth. The first twelve in the list here given
are intended to teach the following lessons, respectively: (1)
Good and evil in life and judgment. (2) Value of the gospel.
(3) Seeking salvation. (4) The visible church of Christ. (5)
Truths new and old. (6) Duty of forgiving others. (7) Call
at various epochs. (8) Insincerity and repentance. (9) Need
of righteousness. (10) Watchful and careful profession. (11)
Use of abilities. (12) Final separation of good and bad.

Christ's Parables

Parables Locality Matt. Mark  Luke
I. Recorded in only
one Gospel
The Tares Gennesaret 13:24-
30
The hid treasure 13:44
The goodly pearl 13:45,46
The draw-net 13:47-

50
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Householder and trea-

sure
The unmerciful ser-
vant
Laborers in the vine-
yard

The two sons
Marriage of the king's
son

The ten virgins

The ten talents

The sheep and goats
The seed growing se-
cretly

Householder and ser-
vants

The two debtors

The good Samaritan
The friend at midnight
The rich fool

The wedding-feast

The wise steward

Bible Readings for the Home Circle

Capernaum

Jerusalem

Mt. of

Olives

Gennesaret

Galilee

Jerusalem

13:52

18:23-
35
20:1-
16
21:28-
32
22:1-
14
25:1-
13
25:14-
30
25:31-
46

4:26-
29
13:34-
37

7:40-
47
10:25-
37
11:5-
13
12:16-
21
12:35-
40
12:42-
48
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The barren fig-tree
The seat to take
The great supper

Tower; king going to
war
The piece of money

The prodigal son
The unjust steward
Rich man and Lazarus

The unprofitable ser-
vant

The importunate
widow

Pharisee and publican

The pounds

Il. Recorded in two
Gospels

House on rock and
sand

The leaven in meal
The lost sheep

I11. Recorded in three
Gospels

Galilee 7:24-
27

Gennesaret 13:33

Jerusalem  18:12-
14

183

13:6-

14:7-
11
14:15
24
14:28
33
15:8-
10
15:11
32
16:1-
12
16:19
31
17:7-
10
18:1-

18:9-
14
19:11
27

6:47-

49
13:20,21
15:3-

7
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184

New cloth on old gar-
ment

New wine in old bot-
tles

The sower

The mustard-seed
The wicked husband-

men
The fig-tree

Bible Readings for the Home Circle

Capernaum 9:16 2:21
9:17 2:22

Gennesaret 13:3- 4:3-9

9
13:31,32 4:30-
32
Jerusalem 21:33- 12:1-
43 9

5:36
5:37
8:4-

15
13:18,19

20:9-
16

Mt. of 24:32,3313:28,2921:29-

Olives

31



Miracles Of Christ

Healing The Lunatic. "A man approved of God ... by miracles
and wonders." Acts 2:22.

1. What testimony did the chief priests and Pharisees bear
concerning Christ's work?

“Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council,
and said, What do we? for this man doeth many miracles.” John
11:47.

2. By what did Peter, on the day of Pentecost, say that Christ
had been approved by God?

“Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man
approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs,
which God did by Him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also
know.” Acts 2:22.

3. By what means did Christ claim to cast out devils?

“But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the
kingdom of God is come upon you.” Luke 11:20. Matt. 12:28
says “by the Spirit of God.”

NoTe.—Under the third plague in Egypt,—that of turning the
dust into lice,—the magicians, failing to duplicate it, said to
Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” Ex. 8:18, 19.
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4. Upon what ground did Nicodemus rest his belief that Christ
was a teacher from God?

“Rabbi, we know that Thou art a teacher come from God: for
no man can do these miracles that Thou doest, except God be
with him.” John 3:2.

5. After the healing of the blind man, upon what charge did
some of the Pharisees seek to prove that Christ was not of God?

“Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God,
because He keepeth not the Sabbath day.” John 9:16, first part.

NoOTE.—This was a false charge. Christ did keep the Sabbath,
but not according to the Pharisees' idea of Sabbath-keeping.
See reading on “Christ and the Sabbath,” page 430.

6. What question did others raise in opposition to this view?

“Others said, How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles?
And there was a division among them.” Same verse, last part.

7. What was the result of Christ's working miracles at His first
Passover?

“Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, in the feast-
day, many believed in His name, when they saw the miracles
which He did.” John 2:23.

8. What question did the performing of these miracles lead
many to ask?

“And many of the people believed on Him, and said, When
Christ cometh, will He do more miracles than these which this
man hath done?” John 7:31.

9. Why were many attracted to Christ?

“A great multitude followed Him, because they saw His
miracles which He did on them that were diseased.” John 6:2.

NoTE.—A miracle is the display of divine or superhuman
power in some unusual or extraordinary manner; hence its
nature to attract attention. Christ fed the five thousand with the
multiplied loaves and fishes, and all men wondered. Every day
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God feeds millions of humanity with the multiplied fruits of
the earth, and no one marvels. Christ, by a shortened process,
changed water into wine, and everybody was astonished,;
but every year God does this in the usual way—through the
vine—in almost limitless quantities, and no one is astonished.
A divine miracle, therefore, whenever performed, is wrought
to heal and to save, and to call attention to the source of divine
power.

10. What did the people say when they saw these things?

“He hath done all things well: He maketh both the deaf to
hear, and the dumb to speak.” Mark 7:37.

11. What kinds of disease and sickness did Jesus cure? [160]

“And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and
healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among
the people.” “Great multitudes followed Him, and He healed
them all.” Matt. 4:23; 12:15.
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Miraculous Draft Of Fishes. "Launch out into the deep, and let
down your nets." Luke 5:4.

12. Who were brought to Him for healing?

“And they brought unto Him all sick people that were
taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were
possessed with devils, and those which were lunatic, and those
that had the palsy; and He healed them.” Matt. 4:24.

13. To the woman who had been healed by touching His
garment, what did Christ say made her whole?

“Thy faith hath made thee whole.” Matt. 9:22.

14. What did He say to the two blind men as He healed them?

“According to your faith be it unto you.” Verse 29.

15. To another whose sight He had restored, what did Christ
say?

“Thy faith hath saved thee.” Luke 18:42.
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16. Why did not Christ work many miracles in His own
country?

“And He did not many mighty works there because of their
unbelief.” Matt. 13:58.

17. What lesson did Christ design to teach in healing the man
sick of the palsy?

“But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon
earth to forgive sins, (He said unto the sick of the palsy,) | say
unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine house.”
Luke 5:24.

NoTe.—BY His miracles, therefore, Christ designed to teach
faith in the power of God not only to restore the body, but to
heal the soul.

18. What effect did Christ's miracles have upon the individuals
restored, and the people who witnessed them?

“And immediately he received his sight, and followed Him,
glorifying God: and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise
unto God.” “And all the people rejoiced for all the glorious things
that were done by Him.” Luke 18:43; 13:17.

19. What message did Christ send to John the Baptist while
John was in prison, to strengthen his wavering faith?

“Go and show John again those things which ye do hear and
see: The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers
are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and
the poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he,
whosoever shall not be offended in Me.” Matt. 11:4-6.

20. In what miracle did Christ bring to a climax His works on
earth?

“And when He thus had spoken, He cried with a loud voice,
Lazarus, come forth. And he that was dead came forth, bound
hand and foot with grave-clothes: and his face was bound about
with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him
go.” John 11:48, 44.

[161]
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21. What was the result of this great miracle?

“Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen
the things which Jesus did, believed on Him.” Verse 45.

22. Because of the interest which this miracle created in Him,
what did the Pharisees say?

“Behold, the world is gone after Him.” John 12:19.

23. What did Jesus present to the people as a basis of
confidence in Him?

“If 1 do not the works of My Father, believe Me not. But
if 1 do, though ye believe not Me, believe the works: that ye
may know, and believe, that the Father is in Me, and I in Him.”
“Believe Me that | am in the Father, and the Father in Me: or
else believe Me for the very works' sake.” John 10:37, 38; 14:11.

24. Did Jesus ever make use of ordinary means in performing
His miracles?

“When He had thus spoken, He spat on the ground, and made
clay of the spittle, and He anointed the eyes of the blind man
with the clay, and said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam,
(which is by interpretation, Sent). He went his way therefore, and
washed, and came seeing.” John 9:6, 7. See also Mark 7:33-35;
8:23-25; 2 Kings 5:1-14.

25. Why were the miracles of Christ recorded by the inspired
writers?

“And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of
His disciples, which are not written in this book: but these are
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God; and that believing ye might have life through His name.”
John 20:30, 31.

Christ's Miracles

Miracle Matt. Mark Luke John
I. Recorded in

only one Gospel

Two blind men 9:27-

healed 31
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A dumb demo-
niac healed
Piece of money
in mouth of fish
Deaf and dumb
man healed

A Dblind man
healed

Passed through
throng unseen
Draft of fishes
Raising the
widow's son
Healing woman
with infirmity
Healing man
with dropsy
Healing ten lep-
ers

Healing ear of
Malchus
Turning  water
into wine
Healing noble-
man's son
Healing impo-
tent man
Healing man
born blind
Raising of
Lazarus

Draft of fishes

9:32,
33
17:24-
27

191
7:31-
37
8:22-
26
4:28-
31
5:1-11
7:11-
17
13:11-
17
14:1-6
17:11-
19
22:50,
51
2:1-11
4:46-
54
5:1-16
9
11:1-
46
21:1-

11
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Il. Recorded in

two Gospels

Healing centu- 8:5-13 7:1-10
rion's servant

Blind demoniac 12:22- 11:14-
healed 30 26
Healing Sy- 15:21- 7:24-
rophenician 28 30

maiden

Feeding the four 15:32- 8:1-9

thousand 39

Cursing the fig- 21:17- 11:12-

tree 22 14

Demoniac in 1:23- 4:33-
synagogue 28 37
healed

I11. Recorded in

three Gospels
Healing the leper  8:2, 3 1:40- 5:12,

42 13

Healing Peter's 8:14, 1:30, 4:38,
mother-in-law 15 31 39

Stilling the storm ~ 8:23- 4.35- 8:22-
27 41 25

Legion of devils 8:28- 5:1-20 8:26-
cast out 34 37

Healing man 9:1-8 2:3-12  5:18-
sick of palsy 26

Healing woman 9:20- 5:25- 8:43-
with issue 22 34 48

Raising Jairus's 9:18- 5:22- 8:41-
daughter 26 43 56
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Healing man's

withered hand

Walking on the

Sea

Curing  demo-

niac child

Curing blind

Bartimaeus

IV. Recorded in

four Gospels

Feeding the five

thousand

12:10-
13
14:22-
33
17:14-
21
20:30-
34

14:15-
21

3:1-5

6:48-
51
9:14-
29
10:46-
52

6:35-

193

6:6-10

6:16-
21
9:38-
42
18:35-

9:12- 6:5-14
17
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Sufferings Of Christ

Christ In The Garden. "There appeared an angel unto Him from
heaven strengthening Him." Luke 22:43.

1. For what purpose did Christ come into the world?

“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom | am
chief.” 1 Tim. 1:15.

2. What constrained God to give His Son to die for man?

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” John 3:16. See 1 John 4:9, 10; Rom. 5:8.

3. What did the prophet say Christ would be called to endure?

“He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not
His mouth: He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a
sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth.
He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall
declare His generation? for He was cut off out of the land of the
living: for the transgression of My people was He stricken.” Isa.
53:7, 8.

4. Did Christ know beforehand the treatment He was to
receive?
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“Then He took unto Him the twelve, and said unto them,
Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by
the prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished.
For He shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked,
and spitefully entreated, and spitted on: and they shall scourge
Him, and put Him to death.” Luke 18:31-33.

5. How heavy was the burden which rested on His soul on the
night of His betrayal?

“And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee,
and began to be sorrowful and very heavy. Then saith He unto
them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye
here, and watch with Me.” Matt. 26:37, 38.

6. What prayer of Christ shows that the redemption of a lost
world trembled in the balance in that terrible hour?

“And He went a little farther, and fell on His face, and prayed,
saying, O My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me:
nevertheless not as | will, but as Thou wilt.” Verse 39.

7. How great was the agony of His soul?

“And being in an agony He prayed more earnestly: and His
sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the
ground.” Luke 22:44.

8. After He had prayed this remarkable prayer three times,
what occurred?

“And while He yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that was
called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, and drew near
unto Jesus to kiss Him. But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest
thou the Son of man with a kiss?” Verses 47, 48.

9. To what place was Christ taken?

“Then took they Him, and led Him, and brought Him into the
high priest's house. And Peter followed afar off.” Verse 54.

10. While at the high priest's house, how did Peter deny Him?

“Another confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow
also was with Him: for he is a Galilean. And Peter said, Man,
I know not what thou sayest. And immediately, while he yet

[164]
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spake, the cock crew. And the Lord turned, and looked upon
Peter.” Verses 59-61.

11. To what insults was Christ subjected at the house of the
high priest?

“And the men that held Jesus mocked Him, and smote Him.
And when they had blindfolded Him, they struck Him on the
face, and asked Him, saying, Prophesy, who is it that smote
Thee?” Verses 63, 64.

12. Where was Christ next taken?

“And as soon as it was day, the elders of the people and the
chief priests and the scribes came together, and led Him into their
council.” Verse 66.

13. What admission did they secure from Him as the basis of
condemning Him?

“Then said they all, Art Thou then the Son of God? And He
said unto them, Ye say that | am. And they said, What need we
any further witness? for we ourselves have heard of His own
mouth.” Verses 70, 71.

14. What was the next step in their plan to secure lawful
authority to carry out their unlawful purpose?

“And the whole multitude of them arose, and led Him unto
Pilate.” Luke 23:1.

15. When Pilate desired Christ released, how did they
remonstrate?

“And they were the more fierce, saying, He stirreth up the
people, teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to
this place.” Verse 5.

NoTE.—This has ever been a favorite accusation of the
enemies of truth against the work of true reformers. The
Romans at this very time had a law forbidding the teaching
of any new religion “whereby the minds of men may be
disturbed.”
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16. When Pilate heard that Christ was from Galilee, what did

he do?

“And as soon as he knew that He belonged unto Herod's
jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who himself also was at
Jerusalem at that time.” Verse 7.

17. Who appeared to accuse Christ before Herod?

“And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently
accused Him.” Verse 10.

18. To what indignities did Herod subject the Saviour?

“And Herod with his men of war set Him at naught, and
mocked Him, and arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him
again to Pilate.” Verse 11.

19. What did Pilate propose to do when Christ was again
brought before him?

“I have found no cause of death in Him: | will therefore
chastise Him, and let Him go.” Verse 22.

[166]
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The Crucifixion. "There was a darkness over all the earth until
the ninth hour." Luke 23:44.

20. Instead of consenting to His release, what did Christ's
accusers now demand?

“And they were instant [earnest] with loud voices, requiring
that He might be crucified. And the voices of them and of the
chief priests prevailed.” Verse 23.

21. Although Pilate had declared his belief in Christ's
innocence, yet what cruel punishment did he inflict upon Him?

“Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged Him.” John
19:1.

22. What shameful treatment did Christ receive from the
soldiers?

“And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it
upon His head, and a reed in His right hand: and they bowed the
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knee before Him, and mocked Him, saying, Hail, King of the
Jews! And they spit upon Him, and took the reed, and smote Him
on the head.” Matt. 27:29, 30.

23. After bringing Him to the place of crucifixion, what drink
was offered Christ to stupefy Him?

“They gave Him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when
He had tasted thereof, He would not drink.” Verse 34.

24. In what prayer for those who crucified Him did Christ
manifest the true spirit of the gospel,—love for sinners?

“Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not
what they do.” Luke 23:34.

25. With what words did the chief priests and others mock
Jesus while on the cross?

“Likewise also the chief priests mocking Him, with the scribes
and elders, said, He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He
be the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross,
and we will believe Him.” Matt. 27:41, 42.

NoTe.—In their blindness they could not see that Christ could
not save others and save Himself at the same time.

26. As He cried out in agony on the cross, and said, “I thirst,”
what was given Him?

“And straightway one of them ran, and took a sponge, and
filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave Him to drink.”
Verse 48. See John 19:28, 29.

27. What closed this terrible scene?

“When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, He said It is
finished: and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost.” John
19:30.

28. By what miracle, and phenomenon in nature did God
indicate the character of the deed which was being committed?

“And it was about the sixth hour [noon], and there was a
darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. And the sun was
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darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst.” Luke
23:44, 45,

29. What divine purpose was wrought out in the sufferings of
Christ?

“For it became Him, for whom are all things, and by whom are
all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Captain
of their salvation perfect through sufferings.” Heb. 2:10.

30. For whom did Christ suffer all these things?

“He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and
with His stripes we are healed.” Isa. 53:5.

31. How much was included in the gift of Christ for the
salvation of man?

“He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us
all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?”
Rom. 8:32.

‘Tis midnight; and on Olives' brow
The star is dimmed that lately shone:
‘Tis midnight; in the garden, now,
The suffering Saviour prays alone.

‘Tis midnight; and from all removed,
The Saviour wrestles lone with fears;
E'en that disciple whom He loved
Heeds not His Master's grief and tears.

"Tis midnight; and for others' guilt

The Man of Sorrows weeps in blood,;
Yet He who hath in anguish knelt,

Is not forsaken by His God.
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"Tis midnight; and from ether plains

Is borne the song that angels know;
Unheard by mortals are the strains

That sweetly soothe the Saviour's woe.

WILLIAM B. TAPPAN.
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The Resurrection Of Christ

The Visit To The Sepulcher. "He is not here: for He is risen, as
He said." Matt. 28:6.

1. In what psalm was the resurrection of Christ foretold?

“For Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell [Heb., Sheol,
the grave]: neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see
corruption.” Ps. 16:10.

2. In what way was Jonah a type of Christ?

“For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's
belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in
the heart of the earth.” Matt. 12:40.

3. In what plain words did Christ foretell His resurrection?

“From that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples,
how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things
of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and
be raised again the third day.” Matt. 16:21. “And while they
abode in Galilee, Jesus said unto them, The Son of man shall be
betrayed into the hands of men: and they shall kill Him, and the
third day He shall be raised again.” Matt. 17: 22, 23. “The Son
of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third
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day.” Luke 9:22. See also Matt. 20:17-19; Mark 8:31; 9:31, 32;
10:32-34; Luke 18:31-34.

4. When asked by the Jews for a sign of His Messiahship,
what did Jesus say?

“Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and
in three days | will raise it up.” John 2:19.

5. To what temple did He refer?

“Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in
building, and wilt Thou rear it up in three days? But He spake of
the temple of His body.” Verses 20, 21.

6. After His resurrection, what effect had this prediction upon
His disciples?

“When therefore He was risen from the dead, His disciples
remembered that He had said this unto them; and they believed
the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said.” Verse 22.

7. How did the chief priests and Pharisees seek to prevent the
fulfilment of Christ's words concerning His resurrection?

“Now the next day, that followed the day of the preparation,
the chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, saying,
Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while He was yet alive,
After three days | will rise again. Command therefore that the
sepulcher be made sure until the third day, lest His disciples
come by night, and steal Him away, and say unto the people, He
is risen from the dead: so the last error shall be worse than the
first.” Matt. 27:62-64.

8. How did Pilate comply with their request?

“Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make
it as sure as ye can. So they went, and made the sepulcher sure,
sealing the stone, and setting a watch.” Verses 65, 66.

9. How futile was all this?

“In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the
first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
to see the sepulcher. And, behold, there was a great earthquake:
for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came
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and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His
countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow:
and for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead
men. And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not
ye: for | know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is
not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where
the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell His disciples that He is
risen from the dead.” Matt. 28:1-7. See also Mark 16:1-16; Luke
24:1-8, 44-46; John 20:1-9.

10. Was it possible for Christ to be holden of death?

“Him being delivered by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands
have crucified and slain: whom God hath raised up, having
loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that He
should be holden of it.” Acts 2:23,24.
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The Resurrection. "Go quickly, and tell His disciples that He is
risen from the dead.” Matt. 28:7.

11. How does Paul speak of the resurrection of Christ?

“For | delivered unto you first of all that which I also received,
how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures;
and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day
according to the Scriptures.” 1 Cor. 15:3, 4.

12. Who does the apostle say saw Christ after He was risen?

“He was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: after that, He was
seen of above five hundred brethren at once; ... after that, He
was seen of James; then of all the apostles. And last of all He
was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.” Verses 5-8.

13. What importance is attached to Christ's resurrection?

“If Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your
faith is also vain.... Ye are yet in your sins. Then they also which
are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.” Verses 14-18.

14. What positive assurance of the resurrection is given?

“But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the
first-fruits of them that slept.” Verse 20.

15. What great truth therefore follows?

“As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.”
Verse 22.

16. What cheering message has Christ sent to His people
touching His resurrection?

“l am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, 1 am alive
forevermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.”
Rev. 1:18.

17. What is the measure of the power of God which believers
may experience in their daily lives?

“That ye may know ... the exceeding greatness of His power
to us ward who believe, according to the working of His mighty
power, which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from
the dead.” Eph. 1:18-20.
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18. What Christian ordinance has been given as a memorial
of Christ's burial and resurrection?
Baptism, the symbol of the new birth. Rom. 6:3-5.
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A Sinless Life

A Teacher Of Righteousness. "He was in all points tempted like
as we are, yet without sin." Heb. 4:15.

1. What testimony is borne concerning Christ's life on earth?

“Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth.” 1
Peter 2:22.

2. What is true of all other members of the human family?

“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”
Rom. 3:23.

3. With what question did Christ challenge His enemies?

“Which of you convinceth Me of sin?” John 8:46.

4. To what extent was Christ tempted?

“[He] was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin.” Heb. 4:15.

5. In His humanity, of what nature did Christ partake?

“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and
blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same; that
through death He might destroy him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil.” Heb. 2:14.

6. How fully did Christ share our common humanity?
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“Wherefore in all things it behooved Him to be made like unto
His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful high priest
in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of
the people.” Verse 17.

NoTE.—In His humanity Christ partook of our sinful, fallen
nature. If not, then He was not “made like unto His brethren,”
was not “in all points tempted like as we are,” did not
overcome as we have to overcome, and is not, therefore, the
complete and perfect Saviour man needs and must have to
be saved. The idea that Christ was born of an immaculate
or sinless mother, inherited no tendencies to sin, and for this
reason did not sin, removes Him from the realm of a fallen
world, and from the very place where help is needed. On His
human side, Christ inherited just what every child of Adam
inherits—a sinful nature. On the divine side, from His very
conception He was begotten and born of the Spirit. And all
this was done to place mankind on vantage-ground, and to
demonstrate that in the same way every one who is “born of
the Spirit” may gain like victories over sin in his own sinful
flesh. Thus each one is to overcome as Christ overcame.
Rev. 3:21. Without this birth there can be no victory over
temptation, and no salvation from sin. John 3:3-7.

7. Where did God, in Christ, condemn sin, and gain the victory
for us over temptation and sin?

“For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the
flesh, God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh,
and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh.” Rom. 8:3.

NoTe.—God, in Christ, condemned sin, not by pronouncing
against it merely as a judge sitting on the judgment-seat, but
by coming and living in the flesh, in sinful flesh, and yet
without sinning. In Christ, He demonstrated that it is possible,
by His grace and power, to resist temptation, overcome sin,
and live a sinless life in sinful flesh.
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8. By whose power did Christ live the perfect life?

“l can of Mine own self do nothing.” John 5:30. “The words
that | speak unto you | speak not of Myself: but the Father that
dwelleth in Me, He doeth the works.” John 14:10.

NoTE.—In His humanity Christ was as dependent upon divine
power to do the works of God as is any man to do the same
thing. He employed no means to live a holy life that are not
available to every human being. Through Him, every one
may have God dwelling in him and working in him “to will
and to do of His good pleasure.” 1 John 4:15; Phil. 2:13.

9. What unselfish purpose did Jesus ever have before Him?
“For | came down from heaven, not to do Mine own will, but
the will of Him that sent Me.” John 6:38.

Have | need of aught, O Saviour!
Aught on earth but Thee?
Have | any in the heavens,
Any one but Thee?

Though I have of friends so many,
Love, and gold, and health,
If I have not Thee, my Saviour,
Hold I any wealth?
CORIE F. DAVIS.
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Sea Of Tiberias. "Leaving us an example, that ye should follow
His steps." 1 Peter 2:21.

1. In whose steps should we follow?

“For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His
steps.” 1 Peter 2:21.

2. How should the Christian walk?

“He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk,
even as He walked.” 1 John 2:6. See Col. 2:6.

3. What mind should be in us?

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.”
Phil. 2:5.

NoTE.—The mind of Christ was characterized by humility
(verses 6-8); dependence upon God (John 5:19, 30); a de-
termination to do only the Father's will (John 5:30; 6:38);
thoughtfulness of others (Acts 10:38); and a willingness to
sacrifice and suffer, and even to die, for the good of others (2
Cor. 8:9; Rom. 5:6-8; 1 Peter 2:24).

4. As a child, what example did Christ set in the matter of
obeying His parents?
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“And He went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and
was subject unto them.” Luke 2:51.

5. How are His childhood and youth described?

“And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with
God and man.” Verse 52.

6. What example did He set concerning baptism?

“Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be
baptized of him. But John forbade Him, saying, | have need to be
baptized of Thee, and comest Thou to me? And Jesus answering
said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to
fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered Him.” Matt. 3:13-15.

7. How did Christ teach the prayerful life?

“He went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night
in prayer to God.” Luke 6:12. “He took Peter and John and
James, and went up into a mountain to pray.” Luke 9:28.

8. To what kind of work did Jesus devote His life?

“Who went about doing good.” Acts 10:38.

9. For whom and why did Christ leave the riches of heaven?

“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though
He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through
His poverty might be rich.” 2 Cor. 8:9.

10. When reviled and mistreated, what did He do?

“Who when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He
suffered, He threatened not; but committed Himself to Him that
judgeth righteously.” 1 Peter 2:23.

11. How did He pray for those who crucified Him?

“Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not
what they do.” Luke 23:34. See Acts 3:17.

12. What is the inspired testimony concerning Him?

“Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore
God, even Thy God, hath anointed Thee with the oil of gladness
above Thy fellows.” Heb. 1:9.

[176]



212 Bible Readings for the Home Circle

Majestic sweetness sits enthroned
Upon the Saviour's brow;

His head with radiant light is crowned,
His lips with grace o'erflow.

No mortal can with Him compare,
Among the sons of men;
Fairer is He than all the fair
That fill the heavenly train.
SAMUEL STENNETT.
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Stilling The Tempest. "He arose, and rebuked the winds ... and
there was a great calm." Matt. 8:26.

1. Through Christ, what has been opened to the house of
David?

“In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house
of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for
uncleanness.” Zech. 13:1.

2. Who has borne our sins, and stands ready to help us?

“| that speak in righteousness, mighty to save.” Isa. 63: 1. last
part.

3. For what purpose did Christ come to this world?

“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which
was lost.” Luke 19:10.

4. Through what was Christ made a complete and perfect
Saviour?

“For it became Him, for whom are all things, and by whom
are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the
Captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.” Heb. 2:10.

5. Because of this, what is Christ able to do?

“For in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is
able to succor them that are tempted.” Verse 18.
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6. How complete a Saviour is He?

“Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make
intercession for them.” Heb. 7:25.

7. From what is He able to keep us?

“Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and
to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with
exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and
majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.” Jude
24, 25.

8. What does He call those who accept Him?

“Henceforth 1 call you not servants; ... | have called you
friends.” John 15:15.

9. What kind of friend is He?

“There is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.” Prov.
18:24.

10. What is the mark of a true friend?

“A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for
adversity.” Prov. 17:17.

I will sing the wondrous story
Of the Christ who died for me,

How He left His home in glory,
For the cross on Calvary.

I was lost, but Jesus found me,
Found the sheep that went astray;

Threw His loving arms around me,
Drew me back into His way.

I was bruised, but Jesus healed me,
Faint was | from many a fall,

Sight was gone, and fears possessed me,
But He freed me from them all.
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Days of darkness still come o'er me,
Sorrow's paths | often tread,

But the Saviour still is with me,
By His hand I'm safely led.

Yes, I'll sing the wondrous story
Of the Christ who died for me,
Sing it with the saints in glory,
Gathered by the crystal sea.
FRANCIS H. ROWLEY.
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Outpouring Of The Spirit At Pentecost. "It shall come to pass in
the last days ... I will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh." Acts
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The Holy Spirit And His Work

The Ascension Of Christ. "'l will pray the Father, and He shall
give you another Comforter." John 14:16.

1. What precious promise did Jesus make to His disciples
shortly before His crucifixion?

“l will pray the Father, and He shall give you another
Comforter, that He may abide with you forever.” John 14:16.

2. Who is the Comforter, and what was He to do?

“But the Comforter, even the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in My name, He shall teach you all things, and bring to
your remembrance all that | said unto you.” Verse 26, R. V.

3. Why cannot the world receive Him?

“Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive,
because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him.” Verse 17.

4. How intimate is His union with believers?

“But ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in
you.” Same verse.

5. Whose presence does the Holy Spirit bring to the believers?

“I will not leave you comfortless: | will come to you.” Verse
18.

6. What promise is thus fulfilled?



[182]

218 Bible Readings for the Home Circle

“Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”
Matt. 28:20. See also John 14:21-23.

7. What threefold union is thus established?

“At that day ye shall know that | am in My Father, and ye in
Me, and | in you.” Verse 20.

NoTe.—Rom. 8:9 shows the Spirit of each of the three
persons of the Godhead to be one and the same Spirit.

8. How does Jesus, through the Spirit, seek an entrance to
every heart?

“Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear My
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with
him, and he with Me.” Rev. 3:20.

9. Why was it necessary for Christ to go away?

“Nevertheless | tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that |
go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto
you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you.” John 16:7.

10. What was the Comforter to do when He came?

“And when He is come, He will reprove [margin, convince]
the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.” Verse
8.

11. By what other title is the Comforter designated?

“But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you
from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from
the Father, He shall testify of Me.” John 15:26.

12. What did Jesus say the Spirit of truth would do?

“Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will
guide you into all truth: for He shall not speak of Himself; but
whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak: and He will show
you things to come.” John 16:13.

NoTE.—The Spirit speaks (1 Tim. 4:1); teaches (1 Cor. 2:3);
bears witness (Rom. 8:16); makes intercession (Rom. 8:26);
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distributes the gifts (1 Cor. 12:11); and invites the sinner
(Rev. 22:17).

13. Whom did Christ say the Holy Spirit would glorify?
“He shall glorify Me: for He shall receive of Mine, and shall
show it unto you.” Verse 14.

NoOTE.—It is plain from these scriptures that the Holy Spirit is
the personal representative of Christ upon the earth, abiding in
the church by dwelling in the hearts of the believers. It follows
that any attempt to make a man the vicegerent of Christ in the
place of the third person of the Godhead is an attempt to put
man in the place of God. Thus does the fundamental principle
of the Papacy set aside the person and work of the Holy Spirit.

14. How has God revealed to us the hidden things of the
kingdom?

“But God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit: for the
Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.” 1 Cor.
2:10.

15. Who moved upon the prophets to give their messages?

“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”
2 Peter 1:21.

16. After Pentecost, how was the gospel preached?

“With the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven.” 1 Peter 1:12.

17. How are believers sealed?

“In whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that
Holy Spirit of promise.” Eph. 1:13.

18. What warning is therefore given?

“Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed
unto the day of redemption.” Eph. 4:30.

19. Is there a limit to the strivings of God's Spirit?

“And the Lord said, My Spirit shall not always strive with
man.” Gen. 6:3.
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NoTe.—The limit is determined by the creature rather than by
the Creator. It is when there is an utter abandonment to evil,
and further appeals would be without avail. God foreknowing
all things, may designate a definite period of probation for
man, as in the case of the one hundred and twenty years before
the flood (Gen. 6:3); but His Spirit never ceases to strive with
man as long as there is hope of his salvation.

20. For what did David pray?

“Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy
Spirit from me.” Ps. 51:11.

21. How willing is God to give to us the Holy Spirit?

“If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your
children: how much more shall your Heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?” Luke 11:13.

O for that flame of living fire?
Which shone so bright in saints of old;
Which bade their souls to heaven aspire,
Calm in distress, in danger bold!

Remember, Lord, the ancient days;
Renew Thy work, Thy grace restore;
And while to Thee our hearts we raise,
On us Thy Holy Spirit pour.
WM. H. BATHURST.
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Fruit Of The Spirit

David And Jonathan. "The fruit of the Spirit is love." Gal. 5:22.

1. What is the fruit of the Spirit?

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.” Gal. 5:22,
23.

2. What are the works of the flesh?

“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these;
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry,
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions,
heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revelings, and such
like.” Verses 19-21.

NoTE.—The evils here mentioned are a close parallel to the
lists found in Matt. 15:18, 19; Mark 7:20-23; Rom. 1:29-31;
and 2 Tim. 3:1-5.

3. How may the works of the flesh be avoided?
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“Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.”
Gal. 5:16.

4. By what is the love of God shed abroad in the heart?

“The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost which is given unto us.” Rom. 5:5.

5. What is love declared to be?

“And above all these things put on love, which is the bond of
perfectness.” Col. 3:14, R. V.

6. By what does genuine faith work?

“For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth anything,
nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love.” Gal. 5:6.

7. What does love do?

“Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins.” Prov.
10:12. “Have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall
cover the multitude of sins.” 1 Peter 4:8.

8. Of what does the kingdom of God consist?

“For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” Rom.
14:17.

NOTE.—It is the Christian's privilege to have righteousness,
peace, and joy,—a righteousness which is of God by faith
(Rom. 3:21, 22); a peace that passeth understanding (Phil.
4:7), which the world can neither give nor take away; and a
joy that rejoices evermore (1 Thess. 5:16; Phil. 4:4).

9. In what way does love manifest itself?

“Love suffereth long, and is kind; love envieth not; love
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, does not behave itself
unseemly, seeketh not its own, is not provoked, taketh not
account of evil.” 1 Cor. 13:4,5, R. V.

10. What does God's gentleness do for us?

“Thy gentleness hath made me great.” Ps. 18:35.

11. What spirit should we show toward others?
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“And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle
unto all men.” 2 Tim. 2:24.

12. What does the goodness of God do?

“Or despisest thou the riches of His goodness and forbearance
and long-suffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth
thee to repentance?” Rom. 2:4.

13. How should we treat those who have wronged us?

“Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place
unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; | will repay,
saith the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he
thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of
fire on his head.” Rom. 12:19, 20.

14. How does faith determine our standing with God?

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that
cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder
of them that diligently seek Him.” Heb. 11:6.

15. How does God regard the meek and quiet spirit?

“Whose adorning ... let it be the hidden man of the heart, ...
even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the
sight of God of great price.” 1 Peter 3:3, 4.

16. In our Christian growth and experience, what is to
accompany faith, courage, and knowledge?

“Add to your faith virtue [courage]; and to virtue knowledge;
and to knowledge temperance.” 2 Peter 15, 6.

NoTE.—One of the briefest and best definitions of temperance
is self-control. The word in the text means much more than
mere abstinence from intoxicating drinks,—the limited sense
now frequently given to it. It means control, strength, power,
or ascendency over exciting and evil passions of all kinds. It
denotes the self-rule which the overcomer or converted man
has over the evil propensities of his nature. Commenting
on this passage, Dr. Albert Barnes says: “The influences
of the Holy Spirit on the heart make a man moderate in all
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indulgences; teach him to restrain his passions, and to govern
himself.”

17. How highly is he commended who controls his spirit?

“He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that
ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city.” Prov. 16:32.

18. What is said of all these different virtues?

“Against such there is no law.” Gal. 5:23, last clause.

NoTe.—The law condemns sin. But all these things, being
virtues, are in harmony with the law. They are produced by
the Spirit; and the law, which is spiritual, cannot, therefore,
condemn them.

19. From what condemnation does Spirit-leading save us?

“But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.” Verse
18.

20. To what unity are Christians exhorted?

“Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace.” Eph. 4:3.

Spirit of life, and light, and love,
Thy heavenly influence give;

Quicken our souls, our guilt remove,
That we in Christ may live.

His love within us shed abroad,
Life's ever-springing well;
Till God in us, and we in God,
In love eternal dwell.
THOMAS HAWEIS.



Gifts Of The Spirit

Healing The Leper. "He led captivity captive, and gave gifts
unto men." Eph. 4:8.

1. Concerning what subject ought we to be informed?

“Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have
you ignorant.” 1 Cor. 12:1.

2. When Christ ascended, what did He give to men?

“Wherefore He saith, When He ascended on high, He led
captivity captive [margin, a multitude of captives], and gave gifts
unto men.” Eph. 4:8.

3. What were these gifts that Christ gave to men?

“And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers.” Verse 11.

4. How are these gifts elsewhere spoken of?

“And God hath set some in the church, first apostles,
secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then
gifts of healing, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.” 1
Cor. 12:28.

5. For what purpose were these gifts bestowed upon the
church?
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“For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ: ... that we henceforth be
no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness,
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth in
love, may grow up into Him in all things, which is the head, even
Christ.” Eph. 4:12-15.

6. What result is to be obtained by the exercise of the gifts in
the church?

“Till we all come in [into, margin] the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” Verse 13.

7. How is unity preserved in the diversities of gifts?

“Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.” 1 Cor.
12:4.

8. For what purpose is the manifestation of this one Spirit
given?

“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man
to profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of
wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; to
another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing
by the same Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to another
prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds
of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues.” Verses
7-10.

9. Who controls the distribution of the gifts of the Spirit?

“But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing
to every man severally as He will.” Verse 11.

10. Was it God's design that all should possess the same gifts?

“Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all
workers of miracles? have all the gifts of healing? do all speak
with tongues? do all interpret?” Verses 29, 30.

11. Were the gifts of the Spirit to continue forever?
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“Whether there be prophecies, they shall be done away;
whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be
knowledge, it shall be done away.” 1 Cor. 13:8, R. V.

12. When will the gifts of the Spirit be no longer needed?

“When that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part
shall be done away.” Verse 10.
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The Gift Of Prophecy
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Writing The Prophecies. "And He sent and signified it by His
angel unto His servant John." Rev. 1:1.

1. How did God communicate with man in Eden?

“And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him,
Where art thou?” Gen. 3:9.

2. Since the fall, by what means has God generally made
known His will to man?

“l have also spoken by the prophets, and | have multiplied
visions, and used similitudes, by the ministry of the prophets.”
Hosea 12:10.

3. What things belong to God, and what to us?

“The secret things belong unto the Lord our God; but those
things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children
forever.” Deut. 29:29.

4. How fully and to whom does God reveal His purposes?

“Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but He revealeth His
secret unto His servants the prophets.” Amos 3:7.

5. Can the wise men of the world foretell the future?

“Daniel answered before the king, and said, The secret which
the king hath demanded can neither wise men, enchanters,
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magicians, nor soothsayers, show unto the king.” Dan. 2:27, R.
V. See notes on page 202.

6. Who did Daniel say could reveal secrets?

“But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and
maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the
latter days.” Verse 28.

7. How did the prophet Daniel acknowledge the insufficiency
of human wisdom?

“As for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom
that | have more than any living, but for their sakes that shall
make known the interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest
know the thoughts of thy heart.” Verse 30.

8. After revealing and interpreting the dream, what did Daniel
say?

“The great God hath made known to the king what shall come
to pass hereafter.” Verse 45.

9. How does God show His foreknowledge?

“Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things
do I declare: before they spring forth 1 tell you of them.” Isa.
42:9.

10. How does the Lord reveal Himself to His prophets?

“If there be a prophet among you, | the Lord will make Myself
known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream.”
Num. 12.6.

11. Under what influence did the prophets of old speak?

“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”
2 Peter 1:21. See 2 Sam. 23:2.

12. How are both the origin of prophecy and the means of
communicating it still further shown?

“The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto Him, to
show unto His servants things which must shortly come to pass;
and He sent and signified it by His angel unto His servant John.”
Rev. 1:1.
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13. What angel revealed to Daniel his visions and dreams?

“Whiles | was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel,
whom | had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to
fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation.
And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, |
am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding.” Dan.
9:21, 22. See also chapter 10, and Rev. 22:9, 10.

14. What Spirit was in the prophets inditing their utterances?

“O which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto
you: searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ
which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.” 1 Peter
1:10, 11.
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The Anointing Of Christ. "'l saw the Spirit descending from
heaven like a dove, and it abode upon Him." John 1:32.

15. How were the Lord's words to the prophets preserved?

“Daniel had a dream and visions of his head upon his bed:
then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the matters.” Dan.
7:1. See Jer. 51:60; Rev. 1:10, 11.

16. By whom has God spoken to us in these last days?

“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in
time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days
spoken unto us by His Son.” Heb. 1:1, 2.

17. What was one of the offices to be filled by the Messiah?

“The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the
midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto Him ye shall
harken.” Deut. 18:15.

18. What was foretold through the prophet Joel?

“And it shall come to pass afterward, that | will pour out my
Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men
shall see visions.” Joel 2:28.

19. When did this prediction begin to be fulfilled?

“But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; And it
shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of
My Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old
men shall dream dreams.” Acts 2:16, 17.

20. What were some of the gifts Christ gave to His church?

“When He ascended up on high, He led captivity captive,
and gave gifts unto men.... And He gave some, apostles; and
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers.” Eph. 4:8-11.

21. By what means did God deliver and preserve Israel?

“By a prophet the Lord brought Israel out of Egypt, and by a
prophet was he preserved.” Hosea 12:13.
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22. When Moses complained of his slowness of speech, what
did God say Aaron should be to him?

“And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he shall
be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be
to him instead of God.” Ex. 4:16.

23. What did God afterward call Aaron?

“And the Lord said unto Moses, See, | have made thee a god
to Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet.” Ex. 7:1.

24. What is one test by which to detect false prophets?

“When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing
follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord
hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously:
thou shalt not be afraid of him.” Deut. 18:22.

25. What other test should be applied in determining the
validity of the claims of a prophet?

“If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams,
and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder
come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go
after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve
them; thou shalt not harken unto the words of that prophet, or
that dreamer of dreams: for the Lord your God proveth you, to
know whether ye love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul. Ye shall walk after the Lord your God, and
fear Him, and keep His commandments, and obey His voice, and
ye shall serve Him, and cleave unto Him.” Deut. 13:1-4.

NoTeE.—From these scriptures it will be seen that, in the first
place, if a prophet's words do not prove to be true, itis evidence
that God has not sent that prophet. On the other hand, even
though the thing predicted comes to pass, if the pretended
prophet seeks to lead others to break God's commandments,
this, regardless of all signs, should be positive evidence that
he is not a true prophet.
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26. What rule did Christ give for distinguishing between true
and false prophets?

“By their fruits ye shall know them.” Matt. 7:20.

27. What general rule is laid down for testing all prophets?

“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according
to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” Isa. 8:20.

28. How did God's prophets anciently use the words of former
prophets in exhorting the people to obedience?

“Should ye not hear the words which the Lord hath cried
by the former prophets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and in
prosperity?” Zech. 7:7.

29. What is the promised result of believing God's prophets?

“Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established;
believe His prophets, so shall ye prosper.” 2 Chron. 20:20.

30. What admonition is given regarding the gift of prophecy?

“Despise not prophesyings. Prove all things; hold fast that
which is good.” 1 Thess. 5:20, 21.

31. What will characterize the last, or remnant, church?

“And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make
war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments
of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Rev. 12:17.

32. What is the “testimony of Jesus”?

“The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” Rev. 19:10.
See Rev. 1:9.

33. What results when this gift is absent?

“Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that
keepeth the law, happy is he.” Prov. 29:18. See also Ps. 74:9.

What poor, despised company
Of travelers are these,

Who walk in yonder narrow way,
Along the rugged maze?
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Ah! these are of a royal line,
All children of a King,

Heirs of immortal crowns divine;
And lo! for joy they sing.

Why do they, then, appear so mean,
And why so much despised?

Because of their rich robes unseen
The world is not apprized.

But why keep they that narrow road,—
That rugged, thorny maze?

Why, that's the way their Leader trod,
They love and keep His ways.

Why do they shun the pleasing path
That worldlings love so well?

Because that is the road to death,
The open road to hell.

What! is there then no other road
To Salem's happy ground?

Christ is the only way to God,
No other can be found.
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The Outpouring Of The Spirit

Peter Preaching On The Day Of Pentecost. "This is that which
was spoken by the prophet Joel." Acts 2:16.

1. For what did Christ, just before His ascension, tell His
disciples to wait?

“And, behold, I send the promise of My Father upon you: but
tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power
from on high.” Luke 24:49.

2. With what did He say they would be baptized?

“Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days
hence.” Acts 1:5.

NoTe.—John the Baptist had foretold this baptism. He said:
“l indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but He
that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes | am not
worthy to bear: He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and
with fire.” Matt. 3:11.

3. For what work was this baptism to prepare them?
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“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.” Acts 1:8.

4. What were some of the results of the preaching of the
gospel under the outpouring of the Spirit?

“Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart,
and said ... Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said
unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost.... Then they that gladly received his
word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto
them about three thousand souls.” Acts 2:37-41. “And by the
hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought
among the people; ... and believers were the more added to
the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.” Acts 5:12-14.
“And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples
multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the
priests were obedient to the faith.” Acts 6:7.

5. How did persecution affect the preaching of the gospel?

“And at that time there was a great persecution against the
church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered
abroad throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except
the apostles.... Therefore they that were scattered abroad went
everywhere preaching the word.” Acts 8:1-4.

NoTe.—“Persecution has only had a tendency to extend and
establish the faith which it was designed to destroy.... There
is no lesson which men have been so slow to learn as that to
oppose and persecute men is the very way to confirm them
in their opinions, and to spread their doctrines.”—Dr. Albert
Barnes, on Acts 4:4.

6. What words of Peter seem to indicate another outpouring
of the Spirit?
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“Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may
be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the
presence of the Lord.” Acts 3:19.

7. What event does he speak of as immediately following
these times of refreshing?

“And He shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached
unto you: whom the heaven must receive [Syriac, retain] until the
times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the
mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began.” Verses
20, 21.

NoTE.—From this it seems evident that we may look for
another outpouring of the Spirit for a final proclamation of
the gospel to all the world just before Christ's second advent
and the restitution of all things.

8. What prophecy was fulfilled in the Pentecostal outpouring
of the Spirit in the time of the apostles?

“But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice,
and said, ... These are not drunken, as ye suppose, ... but this is
that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; And it shall come to
pass in the last days, saith God, | will pour out My Spirit upon
all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams: and on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour
out in those days of My Spirit, and they shall prophesy.” Acts
2:14-18. See Joel 2:28, 29.

9. What expressions in the prophecy of Joel seem to imply a
double fulfilment of this outpouring of the Spirit?

“Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord
your God: for He hath given you the former rain moderately, and
He will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain,
and the latter rain in the first month.” Joel 2:23. See also Hosea
6:3.
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NOTE.—In Palestine the early rains prepare the soil for the
seed sowing, and the latter rains ripen the grain for the harvest.
So the early outpouring of the Spirit prepared the world for the
extensive sowing of the gospel seed, and the final outpouring
will come to ripen the golden grain for the harvest of the earth,
which Christ says is “the end of the world.” Matt. 13:37-39;
Rev. 14:14, 15.

10. For what are we told to pray at this time?

“Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain; so the
Lord shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to
every one grass in the field.” Zech. 10:1.

NoTe.—Before the apostles received the baptism of the Spirit
in the early rain on the day of Pentecost, they all “continued
with one accord in prayer and supplication.” Acts 1:14.
During this time they confessed their faults, put away their
differences, ceased their selfish ambitions and contentions for
place and power, so that when the time for the outpouring
came, “they were all with one accord in one place,” ready for
its reception. To be prepared for the final outpouring of the
Spirit, all sin and selfish ambition must again be put away,
and a like work of grace wrought upon the hearts of God's
people.

11. How is the closing work of the gospel under the outpouring
of the Spirit described by the revelator?

“After these things | saw another angel come down from
heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his
glory.” Rev. 18:1.

12. What does this angel say?

“And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon
the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of
devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every
unclean and hateful bird.” Verse 2.
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NoTe.—The religious world will then be in much the same
condition as was the Jewish nation after it had rejected Christ
at His first advent. See 2 Tim. 3:1-5.

13. What did Peter on the day of Pentecost tell his hearers to
do?

“And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying,
Save yourselves from this untoward generation.” Acts 2:40.

14. What similar call and appeal will be made under the final
outpouring of the Spirit?

“And | heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out
of her, My people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that
ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto
heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.” Rev. 18:4, 5.

NoOTES.—A great work will be accomplished in a short time
under the final outpouring of the Spirit. Many voices all over
the earth will sound the warning cry. Signs and wonders will
be wrought by the believers, and, as at Pentecost, thousands
will be converted in a day.

Those who fail to heed this final gospel call, like the
unbelieving Jews, will be doomed to destruction. The seven
last plagues will overtake them, as war, famine, death, and
destruction overtook the Jews, who, not believing in Christ,
failed to heed His call to flee, and shut themselves up in
Jerusalem to their doom. Those who heed the call, and
separate themselves from sin and from sinners, will be saved.

Come, Holy Spirit, come,
Let Thy bright beams arise,
Dispel the sorrow from our minds,
The darkness from our eyes.
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Convince us all of sin,
Then lead to Jesus' blood,

And to our wondering view reveal
The mercies of our God.

Revive our drooping faith,
Our doubts and fears remove,
And kindle in our breasts the flame
Of never-dying love.

"Tis Thine to cleanse the heart,
To sanctify the soul,

To pour fresh life in every part,
And new-create the whole.

Come, Holy Spirit, come,
Our minds from bondage free;
Then shall we know, and praise, and love
The Father, Son, and Thee.
JOSEPH HART.
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Handwriting On The Wall. "In that night was Belshazzar ...

slain, and Darius the Median took the kingdom." Dan. 5:30, 31. 2o



Prophecy, Why Given

Daniel In Babylon. "Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but
He revealeth His secret unto His servants the prophets." Amos
3:7.

1. Why were the Sacred Writings given?

“For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written
for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope.” Rom. 15:4.

2. By what means is all scripture given?

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God.” 2 Tim 3:16,
first part.

3. For what is it profitable?

“And is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness.” Same verse, last part.

4. How was the prophecy given?

“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”
2 Peter 1:21.

5. What is the Lord able to do regarding the future?
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“Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things
do | declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them.” Isa.

9.
6. How far-reaching is God's ability to reveal the future?
“Remember the former things of old: for I am God, ...

and

there is none like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and
from ancient times the things that are not yet done.” Isa. 46:9,
10.

NoTES.—In contrast with this, note the following confession
of a noted modern historian as to man's inability to reveal the
future:—

“History has yet made so slight progress toward the
scientific basis that she is able to foretell nothing that is to
be hereafter. As to the future, she is stone-blind. There is
not a philosopher in the world who can forecast the historical
evolution to the extent of a single day. The historian is as
completely dumb before the problems of 1895 as a charlatan
weather-prophet ought to be with respect to the meteorological
conditions of the next season. The year will come and go. It
will fulfil its purpose in the great calendar of man-life. Its
events and issues will be evolved with scientific exactitude
out of antecedent conditions. But no man living can predict
what the aspect and event will be. The tallest son of the
morning can neither foretell nor foresee the nature of what
is to come in the year that already stands knocking at the
door.”—John Clark Ridpath, in Christian at Work, Dec. 27,
1894.

Knowing all things, the future is present with God. More,
perhaps, than any other one thing, the prophecies of the Bible
and their fulfilment bear witness to its divine inspiration.

7. To whom does God reveal the secrets of the future?
“Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but He revealeth

secret unto His servants the prophets.” Amos 3:7.
8. To whom do the things which have been revealed belong?

His
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“The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those
things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children
forever.” Deut. 29:29.

9. What testimony did the apostle Peter bear concerning his
experience on the mount of transfiguration?

“For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we
made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but were eye-witnesses of His majesty.” 2 Peter 1:16.

10. When did he say he saw the majesty of Christ, and heard
the voice from heaven?

“And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we
were with Him in the holy mount.” Verse 18.

11. How does he emphasize the reliability of prophecy?

“And we have the word of prophecy made more sure.” Verse
19, R. V. “Now more confirmed.” Boothroyd's translation.

NoTe.—Every fulfilment of prophecy is a confirmation of the
truthfulness and reliability of prophecy.

12. What admonition is therefore given?

“Whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a lamp
shining in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise
in your hearts.” Verse 19, last part, R. V.

13. What has ever been the theme of God's prophets?

“Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your
souls. Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto
you.” 1 Peter 1:9, 10.

14. Whose spirit inspired their utterances?

“Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ
which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.” Verse 11.

15. In what prophecy did Christ recognize Daniel as a prophet?
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“When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation,
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso
readeth, let him understand).” Matt. 24:15.

16. To what time were the prophecies of Daniel, as a whole,
to be sealed?

“But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book,
even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and
knowledge shall be increased.” Dan. 12:4.

17. What assurance was given by the angel that these
prophecies would be understood in the last days?

“And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed
up and sealed till the time of the end. Many shall be purified,
and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly:
and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall
understand.” Verses 9, 10.

18. What is the last book of the Bible called?

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto Him.”
Rev. 1:1.

19. What is said of those who read, hear, and keep the things
contained in this book?

“Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of
this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein.”
Verse 3.
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Nebuchadnezzar's Dream

Daniel Interpreting The Dream. "There is a God in heaven that
revealeth secrets.” Dan. 2:28.

1. What statement did Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,
make to his wise men whom he had assembled?

“And the king said unto them, | have dreamed a dream, and
my spirit was troubled to know the dream.” Dan. 2:3.

2. After being threatened with death if they did not make
known the dream and the interpretation, what did the wise men
say to the king?

“The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, There
is not a man upon the earth that can show the king's matter:
therefore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked such things
at any magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean. And it is a rare thing
that the king requireth, and there is none other that can show
it before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not with
flesh.” Verses 10, 11.

3. After the wise men had thus confessed their inability to do
what the king required, who offered to interpret the dream?

“Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he
would give him time, and that he would show the king the
interpretation.” Verse 16.
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4. After Daniel and his fellows had sought God earnestly,
how were the dream and its interpretation revealed to Daniel?

“Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night-vision.
Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven.” Verse 19.

5. When brought before the king, what did Daniel say?

“Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, The
secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the
astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, show unto the king;
but there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh
known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter
days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are
these.” Verses 27, 28.

6. What did Daniel say the king had seen in his dream?

“Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are
these; ... Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This
great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee;
and the form thereof was terrible.” Verses 28-31.

7. Of what were the different parts of the image composed?

“This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms
of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his
feet part of iron and part of clay.” Verses 32, 33.

8. By what means was the image broken to pieces?

“Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which
smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and
brake them to pieces.” Verse 34.

9. What became of the various parts of the image?

“Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the
gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the
summer threshing-floors; and the wind carried them away, that
no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image
became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.” Verse 35.

10. With what words did Daniel begin the interpretation of
the dream?
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“Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven
hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And
wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field
and the fowls of the heaven hath He given into thine hand, and
hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold.”
Verses 37, 38.

NoOTE.—The character of the Babylonian Empire is fittingly
indicated by the nature of the material composing that portion
of the image by which it was symbolized—the head of gold. It
was “the golden kingdom of a golden age.” The city of Baby-
lon, its metropolis, according to history towered to a height
never equaled by any of its later rivals. “Situated in the garden
of the East; laid put in a perfect square sixty miles in cir-
cumference, fifteen miles on each side, surrounded by a wall
three hundred and fifty feet high and eighty-seven feet thick,
with a moat, or ditch, around this, of equal cubic capacity
with the wall itself; divided into six hundred and seventy-six
squares, laid out in luxuriant pleasure-grounds and gardens,
interspersed with magnificent dwellings,—this city, contain-
ing in itself many things which were themselves wonders of
the world, was itself another and still mightier wonder.... Such
was Babylon, with Nebuchadnezzar, youthful, bold, vigorous,
and accomplished, seated upon its throne.”

11. What was to be the nature of the next kingdom after
Babylon?

“After thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee.” Verse
39, first part.

12. Who was the last Babylonian king?

“In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain.
And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore
and two years old.” Dan. 5:30, 31. See also verses 1, 2.

13. To whom was Belshazzar's kingdom given?

“Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and
Persians.” Verse 28.
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14. By what is the Medo-Persian Empire represented in the
great image?

“The breast and arms of silver.” Dan. 2:32.

15. By what is Grecia, the kingdom succeeding Medo-Persia,
represented in the image?

“His belly and his thighs of brass.” Verse 32. “And another
third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth.”
Verse 39.

16. What is said of the fourth kingdom?

“And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch
as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron
that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise.” Verse
40.

17. What scripture shows that the Roman emperors ruled the
world?

“And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a

decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be
taxed.” Luke 2:1.

NoTe.—Describing the Roman conquests, Gibbon uses the
very imagery employed in the vision of Daniel 2. He says:
“The arms of the republic, sometimes vanquished in battle,
always victorious in war, advanced with rapid steps to the
Euphrates, the Danube, the Rhine, and the ocean; and the
images of gold, or silver, or brass, that might serve to represent
the nations and their Kings, were successively broken by the
iron monarchy of Rome.”—*Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire,” chap. 38, par. I, under “General Observations,” at
the close of the chapter.

18. What was indicated by the mixture of clay and iron in the
feet and toes of the image?

“And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters'
clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided.” Dan. 2:41.
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19. In what prophetic language was the varying strength of
the ten kingdoms of the divided empire indicated?

“And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of
clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken
[margin, brittle].” Verse 42.

20. Were any efforts to be made to reunite the divided empire
of Rome?

“And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they
shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not
cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.” Verse
43.

NoTes.—Charlemagne, Charles V, Louis X1V, and Napoleon
all tried to reunite the broken fragments of the Roman Empire,
but failed. By marriage and intermarriage ties have been
formed with a view to strengthening and cementing together
the shattered kingdom; but none have succeeded. The element
of disunion remains. Many political revolutions and territorial
changes have occurred in Europe since the fall of the Roman
Empire in 476 A.D.; but its divided state still remains.

This remarkable dream, as interpreted by Daniel, presents
in the briefest form, and yet with unmistakable clearness, the
course of world empires from the time of Nebuchadnezzar to
the close of earthly history and the setting up of the everlasting
kingdom of God. The history confirms the prophecy. The
sovereignty of the world was held by Babylon from the time
of this dream, B.C. 603, until B.C. 538, when it passed to
the Medes and Persians. The victory of the Grecian forces
at the battle of Arbela, in B.c. 331, marked the downfall
of the Medo-Persian Empire, and the Greeks then became
the undisputed rulers of the world. The battle of Pydna,
in Macedonia, in B.C. 168, was the last organized effort to
withstand a world-wide conquest by the Romans, and at that
time therefore the sovereignty passed from the Greeks to the
Romans, and the fourth kingdom was fully established. The
division of Rome into ten kingdoms is definitely foretold in
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the vision recorded in the seventh chapter of Daniel, and
occurred between the years 351 A.D. and 476 A.D.

21. What is to take place in the days of these kingdoms?

“And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up
a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: ... but it shall break
in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand
forever.” Verse 44.

NoTe.—This verse foretells the establishment of another
universal kingdom, the kingdom of God. This kingdom is to
overthrow and supplant all existing earthly kingdoms, and is
to stand forever. The time for the setting up of this kingdom
was to be “in the days of these kings.” This cannot refer
to the four preceding empires, or kingdoms; for they were
not contemporaneous, but successive; neither can it refer to
an establishment of the kingdom at Christ's first advent, for
the ten kingdoms which arose out of the ruins of the Roman
Empire were not yet in existence. It must therefore be yet
future.

22. In what announcement in the New Testament is the
establishment of the kingdom of God made known?

“And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices
in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the
kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ; and He shall reign
forever and ever.” Rev. 11:15.

23. For what have we been taught to pray?

“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in
heaven.” Matt. 6:10.

24. What event is closely associated with the establishment of
God's everlasting kingdom?

“| charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall judge the quick and the dead at His appearing and His
kingdom.” 2 Tim. 4:1.
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25. With what prayer do the Scriptures close?
“He that testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly.

Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” Rev. 22:20.

Look for the way-marks as you journey on,

Look for the way-marks, passing one by one:
Down through the ages, past the kingdoms four,—
Where are we standing? Look the way-marks o'er.

First, Babylonia's kingdom ruled the world,
Then Medo-Persia's banners were unfurled;
And after Greece held universal sway,

Rome seized the scepter,—where are we today?

Down in the feet of iron and of clay,

Weak and divided, soon to pass away;

What will the next great, glorious drama be?—
Christ and His coming, and eternity.

F. E. BELDEN.



The Gospel Of The Kingdom

Jerusalem And The Mount Of Olives. "In the days of these
kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom." Dan. 2:44.

1. What gospel did Jesus preach?

“And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom.” Matt.
4:23.

2. How extensively did He say this should be preached?

“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”
Matt. 24:14.

3. What shows that it has always been God's purpose that all
the world should hear the gospel?

“Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto
aland that I will show thee: and | will make of thee a great nation,
and | will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be
a blessing: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.”
Gen. 12:1-3. “And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would
justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto
Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.” Gal. 3:8.

4. How did God warn Israel against formalism?
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“Forasmuch as this people draw near Me with their mouth,
and with their lips do honor Me, but have removed their heart
far from Me, and their fear toward Me is taught by the precept
of men: therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvelous work
among this people: ... for the wisdom of their wise men shall
perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid.”
Isa. 29:13, 14.

5. What shows that they had substituted the ritual service of
the temple for heart service?

“Thus saith the Lord, ... Amend your ways and your doings,
and | will cause you to dwell in this place. Trust ye not in lying
words, saying, The temple of the Lord, The temple of the Lord,
The temple of the Lord, are these.” Jer. 7:3, 4.

6. What national disaster did they bring upon themselves by
their apostasy from God?

“So all Israel were reckoned by genealogies; and, behold, they
were written in the book of the kings of Israel and Judah, who
were carried away to Babylon for their transgression.” 1 Chron.
9:1.

NoTe.—From the earliest times it has been God's purpose
that those who receive the gospel should make it known
to others. For this purpose He chose a special people and
established them in Palestine, in the highway of the nations;
but they shut up the revelation of the truth to themselves, and
so lost it. A few, like Daniel and his companions, maintained
a personal connection with God, although surrounded by
spiritual declension and dry formalism, and so were chosen
by God to carry out His plan that the gospel of the kingdom
should be preached in Babylon. They were tested and trained
in Babylon, as shown in the first chapter of Daniel, and then,
being ready to make known the gospel, the way providentially
opened for them by the dream of Nebuchadnezzar.

7. In interpreting Nebuchadnezzar's dream, what kingdom did
Daniel say would follow the four world empires?
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“And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up
a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed.” Dan. 2:44.

8. What was this kingdom to do to the other kingdoms?

“The kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms.” Same verse.

9. How long is this kingdom to continue?

“And it shall stand forever.” Same verse, last clause.

10. What words of Christ imply the gospel's final triumph?

“And | say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this
rock I will build My church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it.” Matt. 16:18.

NoTe.—Anciently the gates to cities were places for holding
courts, transacting business, and deliberating on public mat-
ters. The word gates, therefore, is used for counsels, designs,
machinations, and evil purposes. The gates of hell mean the
plottings, stratagems, and designs of Satan to overthrow the
church. But none of these are to prevail.

11. What promises to David will thus be fulfilled?
“Thine house and thy kingdom shall be established forever: ...
thy throne shall be established forever.” 2 Sam. 7:16.

NoOTE.—BY uniting His divinity with humanity in becoming
the Son of David, Christ laid the foundation upon which He
built His church, and thus established the house of David
forever. The kingdom of God, the house of David, and the
church of Christ are so inseparably connected in this prophecy
that the establishment of either involves the establishment of
the other two.

12. Through whom are these promises to be fulfilled?

“He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest:
and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father
David: and He shall reign over the house of Jacob forever; and
of His kingdom there shall be no end.” Luke 1:32, 33.
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13. In order to fulfil these promises, whose son did the Son of
God become?

“The son of David.” Matt. 22:42.
14. What is this union of divinity and humanity called?

“And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness:
God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world,
received up into glory.” 1 Tim. 3:16.

15. What did Jesus call this same mystery?

“And He said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the
mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without,
all these things are done in parables.” Mark 4:11.

16. In what confession did the wise men of Babylon deny any
knowledge of this essential doctrine of Christianity?

“And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and there is none
other that can show it before the king, except the gods, whose
dwelling is not with flesh.” Dan. 2:11.

NOTE.—The union of the divine and human in the person of
Christ is “the mystery of godliness,” or “the mys